
11th Sunday of Matthew - Sunday, August 23, 2020 
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 

 

SYNAXARION: Apodosis of the Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever 

Virgin Mary; Our Holy Father Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons; Our Holy Father Kallinikos, Patriarch of 

Constantinople; Lupus the Martyr; Our Righteous Father Nicholas of Sikelion; 38 Martyrs of Thrace 

Our Holy Father Irenaeus, Bishop of Sirmium; Haralambos of Kalyviani 
 

Apolytikion of the Dormition of the Theotokos: You gave bir th yet preserved your virginity. 

You fell asleep in death yet did not desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as 

you are Mother of Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  
 

Resurrectional Apolytikon (2nd tone): When You descended to the realm of death, You as Life 

immortal, rendered to Hades a mortal blow, through Your Divine Radiance. And when You, from the 

depths of Hades and the darkness below, did raise the dead all the powers of heaven did proclaim and 

cry out: O life-giving Christ and our God we give glory.  

 

Apolytikion of St. John the Baptist can be found on page 24 of the Divine Liturgy book.  
 

Kontakion of the Dormition of the Theotokos: The Theotokos who is incessant in her interces-

sions, and an immovable hope in her protection, the tomb and the state of death could not hold; for 

being the Mother of Life, to the Life He carried, He who dwelled in a womb ever-virgin.  
 

For more substitutions for the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos, please go to pages 135-136 of 

the Divine Liturgy book.   

http://www.greekorthodoxchurchtampa.com/church_files/Divine%20Liturgy%20Book.pdf
http://www.greekorthodoxchurchtampa.com/church_files/Divine%20Liturgy%20Book.pdf


 Readings for the 11th Sunday of Matthew 
Epistle Reading is from 1 Corinthians 9:2-12 
Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those who 
would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right 
to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? 
Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a living? Who 
serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? 
Who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? Do I say this on human authority? Does 
not the law say the same? For it is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox 
when it is treading out the grain." Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak en-
tirely for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and 
the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, 
is it too much if we reap your material benefits? If others share this rightful claim upon you, 
do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure any-
thing rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.  

Gospel Reading is from Matthew 18:23-35 
The Lord said this parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought 
to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to 
be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the 
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.' And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him 
the debt. But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, 'Pay what you owe.' So 
his fellow servant fell down and besought him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 
He refused and went and put him in prison till he should pay the debt. When his fellow 
servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 
to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' And in anger his lord de-
livered him to the torturers, till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will 
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart."  

Answer these thought provoking 
questions about today’s Gospel Read-

ing in the adult and teen Sunday 
school lesson. Click HERE. 

 

Click here to Download this Week’s 
Children’s Word from MyOCN. 

http://stjohntpa.org/church_files/Sunday%20School/lesson%2023%20august%202020.pdf
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/


 

Sunday, August 23         11th Sunday of Matthew  
    Orthros 8:45 a.m.            Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
                                         Parish Assembly Meeting via Zoom 12:00 p.m. 
    Wake for Fr. Sam Kalamaras        5:00 p.m. 
                                         Great Vespers with Trisagion       6:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, August 24        Orthros 8:30 a.m.            Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m. 
                                         Funeral for Fr. Sam Kalamaras     11:30 a.m. 
                                         Bible Study                         6:30 p.m. 
  
Wednesday, August 26   Paraklesis 6:00 p.m. 
  
Saturday, August 29       Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
                                         Orthros 9:00 a.m.            Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
  
Sunday, August 30          12th Sunday of Matthew 
    Orthros 8:45 a.m.            Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
                                         Men’s Group 5:00 p.m. 

Upcoming Services & Events 

 

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project  

August 23 - 29 

Whatever your task, work heartily, as serving the Lord and not men. Colossians 3:23  

Everyone has tasks to do.  Cooking is a task. So is shopping and cleaning.  These things are con-

stants, even in a time of pandemic and uncertainty.  Perhaps school will have changed, the way we 

do our jobs may have changed, lots of things about life have changed.  But the fact that there are 

tasks to do hasn’t changed.  There are, and always will be, tasks to do.  How do we approach our 

tasks?  With joy?  With obligation?  With frustration?  Colossians 3:23 offers some great advice, that 

whatever task we are working at, to do it heartily, and to do it as if we are serving the Lord and not 

serving others.  Can you imagine if you fixed every meal, as if you were fixing it for the Lord?  Or if 

you vacuumed your house as if you were doing it for the Lord?  Can you imagine what it would be 

like if we treated every conversation as if we were conversing with the Lord?  Colossians 3:23 is po-

tentially a game changer for every life, for the way that we approach even the most simple things 

like conversations and basic tasks.   

Welcome His Grace Bishop Sevastianos of Zela! 

His Grace will be joining us for the Divine Liturgy today. He will also be 
presiding over the funeral for Fr. Sam Kalamaras on Monday, August 24. 
His Grace assists His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios in ministering and 

serving the faithful within the Metropolis of Atlanta.  



Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Kathy & Andrew 
Bouzinekis; Anastasia; Amanda, Andrew, Colton, Miranda, Charlotte Elizabeth, Nuha, Nabeel, Michael, Amal, John, 
Elaine,  Olga, Virginia Georgiou, Ron Myer, Toula Tsaros,  Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie Pringle, Robert Calbi, Yolanda 
Webb, Angela Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina Chakonas, Ann Demas, Alex Mar-
tinez, Adriana Martinez, Aaron Martinez, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, Daniel 
Ross, Daniella Ross, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, 
Rosario, Antonia Caffentzis, Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John 
Zelatis, Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, 
Marie Sofia Panagopoulos, Maria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, 
John Alexander, Michael Romero, George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia 
Costello, Anastasia Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, Ana Mourer, Debbie Phelps, 
Mary Voykin, David Voykin, Anne Sakellaris, Denise Badrane, Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana Temelkova, Stan-
islava Terzieva, James, Jude and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are una-
ware. 

Update and Announcements 

Take Advantage of the Parish Assistance Program (PAP) 

Since May 1, St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church has partnered with BayCare Be-

havioral Health to offer a Parish Assistance Program. The PAP program will provide our pa-

rishioners access to free and confidential counseling services - offering additional support 

when life’s challenges become overwhelming. The PAP utilizes a network of faith-based pro-

viders and are sensitive to the values and beliefs of those they serve and provide compassionate care to children, adults, parents, 

and seniors. Parishioners can contact BayCare to request up to three free and confidential counseling sessions from a licensed 

mental health professional. The BayCare helpline, 800-878-5470, is answered 24/7 by mental health professionals. Many 

BayCare therapists are also offering telephonic and virtual counseling sessions to help parishioners maintain their emotional 

wellbeing during these trying times.   

Up to three free and confidential counseling sessions.  Call 1-800-878-5470 

 

Parish Assembly - TODAY - The meeting will star t via Zoom at 12:15 p.m. Sign-ins will begin at 

Noon. We will set this up via Zoom, and members in good standing will receive a zoom invite prior 

to August 23. We will also broadcast the meeting live on our Facebook page.  

Date Change for GOYA - The GOYA Kickoff Meeting will be on Sunday, September 13, (it has pre-

viously been scheduled for August 30)  

Menôs Group to Kick off on Sunday, August 30 at 5:00 p.m. - Our men’s group will be meeting 
via zoom on Sunday, August 30, from 5:00-6:00 p.m.  If you were part of the group last year, you’ll 
receive a zoom link.  A zoom link will also go out via constant contact this week.  If you want to add 
your name to the list, please email Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com.  All men of our parish are wel-
come to participate.  
 

College student addresses—If you have college students or are a college student, please send your 
school address, phone number and email to the church office by the end of August. 
 

Adopt a college student—We started an adopt a college student program last year.  We will be con-
tacting all those who had college students they “adopted” last year and making sure you want to con-
tinue, as well as reorganizing which students are still in college, who is new to college, who has grad-
uated college, etc.  If you would like to participate and adopt a college student, please send your 
name to Father Stavros and Charlie by August 15.  If you were part of this program last year, you 
don’t have to contact us, we will be contacting you.  
 

Sunday School will being virtually on Sunday, September 13.  Please CLICK HERE to Sign Up. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFFgxbwjf4-vJLPl49UP9vPbsf2_kbAr_rhtnIOMWwpTJO1g/viewform?embedded=true

