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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
Mission Statement:

St. John Greek Orthodox Church is dedicated to spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

Vision:

The church shall seek to fulfill its mission by:

1. Embracing the Spiritual Life of the Orthodox Church through regular prayer, worship, and frequent participation in the sacraments.

2. Supporting the Church through stewardship of time and talent and sacrificial giving.

3. Providing a welcoming, caring, loving environment.

4. Having its members exemplify Orthodox Christian character and morals.

5. Supporting ministries that facilitate the overall mission of the Church

6. Exemplifying commitment to community service and charitable outreach.

7. Creating an environment which encourages members to grow in their faith.

Fr. Stavros’ Message

Most of us are familiar with the Tradition of the Vigil Light that burns on the altar at all times.  It is called the “Akimiton Fos,” the Light that never sleeps. About a year ago, sometime in Lent 2010, I entered the altar one morning, and found, to my dismay, that the light had gone out.  No, it wasn’t the first time this happened—it’s happened a few other times when I had neglected the Light and forgot to change the 7 day votive candle that sometimes burns slightly less than 7 days.  Last year, on Holy Saturday, I came to church thinking about the Light on the altar table, and how many times I had let it go out—either through carelessness or forgetfulness—and had to relight it.  And I decided that I would use last Easter to start over again with this Light and see how long I could keep it going.  I came into the church, blew out the light for a moment, and struck a match and lit a new candle.  So, tonight I mark an anniversary of sorts—that Light never went out one time this year.  Now it took some effort to keep that Light going—I didn’t want to chance that a 7 day candle might only burn for six days, so I made sure I came in church at least every couple of days to change the candle.  I made sure that when I handled the Light while making the change, that I was careful not to let the wax put out the fire.  During the couple of weeks I was at summer camp last year, I asked someone to carefully change the candle every couple of days, to make sure that no matter what, it didn’t go out.  

This milestone, while certainly not among the most significant things I have done in my life, is one that has a symbolic meaning for every Christian life, starting with mine.  The Christian life is a lot like the exercise of keeping this Light burning regularly throughout one’s life.  Let’s start with the candle itself—the candle, when burning, provides light and warmth.  Darkness is defined as the absence of Light, so when even one candle is introduced into a dark room, the room is no longer dark.  Our church at this moment may seem dark, but it isn’t, not completely, because one candle is burning on the Holy Altar, one Light is shining in the darkness, and that is all that is needed to overtake the darkness, one small Light.  And the Light provides warmth.  If I put my hands around this candle, I will feel warmth.  Even if the church is cold in winter, standing over the candle always makes one feel warm.  We will hear shortly in the Gospel of John read at the Paschal Liturgy that Christ is the Light that shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot overtake the Light.  (John 1:5) One can feel neither dark nor cold if one has the Light.

Living the Christian life the way God intended for us to live it is a lot like this exercise of keeping this candle burning throughout the year.  It takes consistency—it has to be done on a daily basis.  Unfortunately, some of us use Easter like a booster shot—we come take a shot of Christ and won’t come back to church for many months.  You can’t keep the flame alight in you if you do that, any more than this flame on the altar will stay lit if it is neglected for more than a few days.  The Light must also be handled carefully.  If I move the candle recklessly while changing it, that light can go out.  If we move too recklessly in our lives, our Light can go out as well.  And in order to keep the Light of Christ alive, it requires community.  See there were a couple of occasions this past year that I had to ask someone else to help me keep this candle burning, because I couldn’t do it myself.  And likewise in our Christian lives, none of us is an island, and none of us knows everything.  We exist in relationship to one another and we are supposed to help one another keep our lights alive and burning brightly.  It is difficult, if not impossible to keep the light going on your own.  Everyone needs prayer, everyone needs love, everyone needs forgiveness, everyone needs compassion, everyone needs hope.  And because we are all in need of these things, we must also be willing to offer these things freely and joyfully to those around us.  We must offer prayer for others, we must offer love, we must offer forgiveness, we must offer compassion, we must offer hope.  

We have seen through this journey of Holy Week that Christ offered us all of these things—He offered forgiveness to those who crucified Him; He offered peace to His disciples before His betrayal; He offered His prayer for the entire world, that we may be kept in His name, that we may be one with Him; He offered compassion to Peter who after his denial was restored as the chief of the Apostles; He offered us the greatest example of love—He told us that there is no greater love than if a man lays down his life for his friends, because shortly after saying that, He laid down his life for the whole world, for you and for me.  And most importantly, He offers us hope—that the end of life is not an end, but a new beginning; that death is not an indignity, but that a Christian death, is the ultimate triumph because it comes with everlasting reward.  But this is made possible only when we strive to keep the Light of Christ burning within us on a consistent basis.  

Tonight, if your light has gone out, accept the light of Christ and start over again.  Today is a new day, don’t just make it business as usual tomorrow.  And if your Light is going strong, if you’ve kept it burning brightly for the past year, celebrate with joy, and enter a new year with a commitment to keep it burning.  Last year, I had a goal to keep the flame burning on the altar for one year without fail.  By God’s grace, that small goal was accomplished.  The goal now remains the same—having rejoiced in keeping this going for one year, I will continue with joy the goal of keeping it going for another.  

I began Holy Week last Sunday by posing three questions—and I leave you to ponder these as we close Holy Week and ready ourselves to begin anew in the Light of the Resurrected Christ.  Do you believe in the things we have celebrated this week—the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, the healing that comes from God through His sacraments, the salvation that has been promised to us by God?  Do you believe that you will one day behold God’s glory?  And what are you doing about that today?  If you believe in God and you hope that one day you will behold God’s glory in heaven, then make today count, and tomorrow, and next month and next year.  We read in the Psalms “This is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” For the kingdom is not for everyone—but for those who have prepared themselves—for those who have kept the light alive in them on a consistent basis, even when life gets sad, or tough.  It is for those who have sat patiently, like the 5 wise maidens, with their oil of faith burning brightly while waiting for the Lord to come.  So, let all things begin anew in the Light of the Resurrected Christ, and going forward from here with joy, let us recommit ourselves and encourage one another to keep that flame alive on a daily basis, safeguarding it with care, and leaning on one another for help when the sometimes heavy crosses of this life threaten our light, our joy, our hope.  Come receive the Light from the everlasting Light, and glorify Christ who is risen from the dead.

One other note:  If at some point during Holy Week, you gave some serious thought to going for the sacrament of confession, I hear confessions all year—so, as they say, “strike while the iron is hot,” don’t wait until next Lent.  Confession is available at any time during the year!

Christ is Risen!  Truly He is Risen!   

With love in the Risen Lord,

+Fr. Stavros
Liturgical Calendar for May

Sunday, May 1

Sunday of St. Thomas





Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Ushers:Ron Myer, George Fellios, Jim Economou

Altar Boys: Captains and St. John (Efklidis Kokovides, Demetri Kokovides, Mihail Kaburis, Savvas Ferekides, Michael James, Alexios Diniaco, Christopher Scarfogliero)

Coffee Hour: Parish Picnic-No Coffee Hour

Thursday, May 5

Feast of St. Irene





Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, May 8

Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women-St. John the Theologian





Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Ushers:Pete Trakas, Demetrios Halkias, Florin Patrasciou

Altar Boys:Captains and St. Matthew (Nicholas Kavouklis, Gregory Koutroumanis, Harry Koutroumanis, Peter Hanhan, George Hambos, Joseph Hambos)

Coffee Hour:Philoptochos

Sunday, May 15

Sunday of the Paralytic-Fr. Stavros Anniversary of Ordination





Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Ushers:Peter Theophanous, Greg Tisdale, Michael Conner
Altar Boys: Captains and St. Mark (John Karamitsanis, George Karamitsanis, Matthew Tsokos, Jonathan Tsokos, Michael Evdemon, Nicholas Katzaris, Karter Lenardos)
Coffee Hour: Young at Heart
Wednesday, May 18

Feast of Mid-Pentecost





Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Saturday, May 21

Feast of Sts. Constantine and Helen





Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, May 22

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman





Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Ushers:Randy Yoakum, Mike Trimis, Jason Pill
Altar Boys: Captains and St. Luke (Samuel Alem, Christos Nenos, Peter Makrides, Yonathen Alem, Andrew Mellon-Lynn, Nicholas Alsina)
Coffee Hour: Choir
Sunday, May 29

Sunday of the Blind Man





Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.




Fr.  Dean Gigicos, Guest Celebrant

Ushers: Ippokratis Kantzios, Brett Mourer, Alex Kokovides
Altar Boys: Captains and St. John (Efklidis Kokovides, Demetri Kokovides, Mihail Kaburis, Savvas Ferekides, Michael James, Alexios Diniaco, Christopher Scarfogliero)

Coffee Hour: AHEPA
Tuesday, May 31

Apodosis-Leavetaking of Pascha





Orthros 5:00 p.m.
Divine Liturgy 6:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 2

Feast of the Ascension of our Lord





Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, June 5

Sunday of the Holy Fathers





Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Ushers:Amin Hanhan, David Voykin, Ron Myer
Altar Boys: Captains and St. Matthew (Nicholas Kavouklis, Gregory Koutroumanis, Harry Koutroumanis, Peter Hanhan, George Hambos, Joseph Hambos)

Coffee Hour: Philoptochos
St. Irene-May 5-Commemoration of a great martyr of the 4th Century, Irene is a healing saint—she helped heal her own father, who in turn became a Christian.  She was from an aristocratic family and led many to convert to Christ before being beheaded in the year 384. 
St. John the Theologian-May 8-St. John is one of the 12 disciples, also called St. John the Evangelist (also St. John the Divine).  He is the author of the fourth Gospel, the Apostolic Letters of St. John and the book of Revelation.  He is the only one of the 12 disciples that did not meet death as a martyr but lived to be an old man, dying peacefully on the Greek Island of Patmos, where he did his writings.

Father Stavros’ Anniversary of Ordination-Fr. Stavros was ordained to the Holy Priesthood of the Greek Orthodox Church on May 15, 1998.  This will mark his 13th anniversary of ordination to the priesthood.  Every year, Fr. Stavros marks this anniversary by celebrating Divine Liturgy in thanksgiving for the gift of priestly ministry.  This year, Fr. Stavros will celebrate Liturgy for his anniversary on Sunday, May 15, in thanksgiving for 13 years of priestly ministry.  Please come and join him in prayer that day.
Mid-Pentecost-This feastday depicts Christ the teacher, foreshadows the teaching to the Samaritan Woman, celebrated the following Sunday, and it is the feastday of teachers.  This feast is held mid-way between Pascha and Pentecost and this year falls on May 18.

Sts. Constantine and Helen-May 21 commemorates the feast of Sts. Constantine and Helen.  St. Constantine was the emperor of the Roman Empire who decided to make Christianity the official religion of the empire.  For the first time in history, the Christian church would not fall under persecution.  St. Constantine also moved the capital of the Empire from Rome to Constantinople (present day Istanbul, Turkey), where he inaugurated the Byzantine Empire which flourished from 325 until 1453.  He also convened the first Ecumenical Council in Nicea in the year 325, which inaugurated what is known as the “golden age of Orthodoxy,” and resulted in the writing of the Nicene Creed (edited to its current version in the year 381).  St. Helen, the mother of St. Constantine, is recognized as being the person who found the true cross of Christ in Jerusalem.  She went on a pilgrimage to the Holy City and searched diligently for the Cross, finding it under a patch of Basil (Vasiliko) on the Mountain of Golgotha.  Sts. Constantine and Helen have the title “Isapostolou,” “Equal to the Apostles” because of the tremendous contributions they made to the Orthodox Christian Church.

Apodosis (Leavetaking) of Pascha marks the end of the Paschal Season.  It is a repeat of the Resurrection Service and Liturgy of Pascha and is the last time of the Liturgical year that we sing Christos Anesti.  We will celebrate this feast on Tuesday, May 31, with an evening Liturgy at 6:00 p.m. (Orthros will begin at 5:00 p.m. and is a replication of the Resurrection Service from Pascha).

Ascension marks the feast where Christ ascended to heaven, 40 days after the Resurrection, thus completing His earthly ministry.  This year we will mark this feast on Thursday, June 2.
Registry

Chrismation-Chad “Michael” Madill was received into the Orthodox Church through the sacrament of Chrismation on Sunday, April 3.  His Godparent is Mary Pano.  Congratulations!

Funeral-Anastasia (Anita) Kappiris, passed away on April 9.  Funeral services were held on Friday, April 15.  May her memory be eternal!

Condelences to Jack Gombos, on the passing away of his mother, Alice, on  March 17, 2011.  May her memory be eternal!

Community News

Ministries

Bible Study-We will conclude our Bible Study for the year by studying the Epistles to Titus and to Philemon.  We will cover Titus on May 2, 9 and 16, and study Philemon on May 23.  We meet in the multi-purpose room (2nd floor of the Day School) from 6:30-8:00 p.m. each Monday.  Fr. Stavros leads this Bible study which consists of lecture/discussion.  

GOYA-The GOYA Meeting for April will be held on Sunday, May 15 from 5:00-7:30 p.m. in the Kourmolis Center.  Dinner, as always, will be served.  We will have a business meeting, an icebreaker, and a spiritual discussion.

Sunday School-The last day of Sunday School classes will be Sunday, May 22.  There will be an awards ceremony at the end of the service on that Sunday.
Sunday School Retreat—Hit the Trail at our May Retreat at St. John—There will be a retreat for our Sunday school students, Preschool-6th Grade on Saturday, May 21, from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  Please see enclosed flyer for more information.
Day School End of year Activities—The Day School will hold its 8th grade baccalaureate service on Tuesday, May 24 at 2:00 p.m.  Our Day School choir will sing the responses as Fr. Stavros offers the service.  Graduation ceremonies will occur on Thursday, May 26 at 7:00 p.m.

Community News

Graduates-If you have a student who is graduating from high school or college or graduate school, please contact the church office by May 15 so we can include graduates in the June/July issue of the Messenger.  Please provide the name of the graduate, the institution graduating from, any degree, in the case of a college graduate, and what college the person plans to attend, in the case of the high school graduate. 
Junior Olympics-Volunteers Needed-St. John’s will be hosting our annual Sunshine State Junior Olympics on June 17-19.  This event brings over 200 GOYAns (teenagers) from all over Florida to our parish for a weekend of athletics and spirituality.  Byron Nenos (969-2468, nenoslaw@aol.com) serves as the chairperson for this event.  But in order for the event to be a success, we need many other volunteers to assist him in many capacities, including working at various athletic venues, cooking and serving at the church, and some administrative jobs, such as entering data as to who won various contests while the event is going on.  This event is a chance to not only showcase our community and to do something meaningful for our young people, it is also a chance for us to work together on something and get to know one another better.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Byron Nenos.  Thank you.
Stewardship Update as of April 15, 2011

Pledged Families

221



Total Pledged for 2011
$234,935

Stewardship Goal

$300,000

For those who have pledged this year, thank you for your generous support of St. John Greek Orthodox Church.  For those who have not pledged, please send in your pledge form today.  Extra forms are available in the church office.  Despite the fact that attendance is up this year, stewardship is behind where we were last year, both in amount pledged and in families who have pledged.  Please make your pledge for 2011 today is you haven’t.
The only piece of “bad” news to report to you this month is that our stewardship is way behind last year’s pace.  Last year at this time, 275 families had pledged.  We ended up with 360 families.  This year, only 221 families have pledged.  Church attendance is at its highest levels ever, so we know the families are still here.  But we have not heard from many of you, about 140 families.  So, I am asking you, PLEASE, make your pledge today.  It takes your stewardship to sustain the ministry of this church.  Please do your part today!  In a community where SO MUCH IS GOING WELL, it’s really frustrating that this is the piece of the puzzle we are still trying to do correctly.
+Fr. Stavros
Meeting Schedule for May

Tuesday, May 3
Young at Heart


11:00 a.m.
Zaharias Room

Tuesday, May 10
Parish Council



6:15 p.m.
Multi-Purpose Room


Sunday, May 15
GOYA




5:00 p.m.
Kourmolis Center
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival

As we reported in the last issue of the Messenger, five of our young people participated in the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.  Angelina Bartucci and Mihail Kaburis represented our parish in the junior division at the district level competition with Nicholas Patides representing our parish in the senior division.  Angelina was the second place winner of the junior division for our district and will be competing at the Metropolis level in May, with a chance to be a national competitor.  We are proud of all of our participants, and so that we may all share our joy in the testimony of our young people, their speeches are reprinted in this issue of the Messenger.

Come and See by Arianna Krinos
In John Chapter One, verse 46, Phillip asks Nathanael to “Come and see,” the good thing to come out of Nazareth, Jesus Christ. Today the basis of our church is this very “good thing,” and we find ourselves recruiting members to our congregation with a reliance upon this very statement, as Phillip to Nathanael. How many of us have, in actuality, inquired this or its likeness? But a few. Of those who can honestly reply yes, did the questioned follow? 
My own friends, if they go to worship on Sundays, seldom enter the church itself. Their Bible study classes provide them with an array of entertainment, from board games to Wiis and other video games. The time spent talking about the Bible that they are brought together to study is miniscule in comparison to the time allotted for fun. When they gather for their own special Feast Days, they rarely know what the events actually refer to when asked. Is this the result of a new generation who cannot otherwise be convinced to attend church? In the book of the prophet Jeremiah, chapter two verse 5 states: “Thus saith the Lord, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain?” We must evaluate whether we have allowed some of current generation to become so. 

If someone starts me on the topic of my religion, I find it impossible to stop. I wish only for others to experience that which I do each Sunday, but I find the response I receive is quite to the contrary. Some say I try their patience, others say they find my “obsession” completely annoying and incessant. For a peer to accept my offer, and accompany me to church, would be unparalleled. 

Asking a friend to come with me to church initiates endless questions in addition to their words of exasperation. Most ask me why I would even want to take them to church, when their parent could be taking us somewhere like a theme park or the beach. 

Imagine, as the doors reveal the House, the scent of flame and incense is all-consuming. Enter, light the flame, “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ,” as stated in 2 Corinthians Chapter 4, Verse 6. Venerate the depiction of Jesus Christ whom you love. Speak the truthful Word of the Nicene Creed; listen to its faithful resound emanating from within your devoted heart. Through Church, we learn how to be kind to our brothers and sisters in Christ; we learn how to forgive, to share with the assistance from the thorough fill of God within our hearts. We are inspired to improve the world that God created—to assist the least of our colleagues. None of us are worthy of God, but through Church we are inspired to strive to be closer. I ask you how a theme park compares. 
Psalm 26, Verse 8 states: “Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth.” Why today, in this day and age, should we not take advantage of this opportunity, to trade it for the informality, fun, secularity of this world in which God has so generously allowed us to live? Even those believed to be the most spiritual, the ancient religions from Asia and others, choose to veer away from the religion shown to us so many years ago by Jesus Christ himself, this religion essentially unaltered for nearly 1700 years. We, too, have our share of spirituality. While some may find the lack of variety exasperating, for me it merely illuminates a window to the exact way that our ancestors worshipped so many years prior. 

Some children of other faiths have blurred perspectives of our own faith. One classmate adjacent to me in science class angrily shared testament to her own disposition of our faith following the brief discussion of my St. John’s Oratorical speech from the preceding year. She acted as if I disapproved of her own faith, though I said nothing similar to that, and said that her parents, being atheists, had raised her not to believe in God. She shared that her view of our own church was the following, “Why believe in a God who you know doesn’t exist? All Christians believe in the loving and merciful God who forgives you for all your sins and just lets you go to heaven if you have faith. What kind of God is that?” I had to, in the calmest manner that I could muster, protest.  Though she accepted my side of the story, her disposition remained. 
Her words inspired me to contemplate, during an excursion home on a crowded bus, on the meaning of our faith. In summation, I would classify the nature of our faith, the personal faith of each of us, as a pair of eyeglasses. As we mature, the prescription of our glasses strengthens, and we gain ability to see the dust flying through the air; temptation. All glasses periodically require a quick cleaning to remove the dust particles, as we clean the glasses of our faith through confession and the maintenance of our spiritual flame. Those who do not clean the dust off their glasses, and succumb to the temptation of taking their knuckles and swiping across, creating more obstacles still for them to see through to the glory of God are those who do not have faith, and who will be left behind on Judgment Day. This, essentially, is what I hope to reveal to those who visit our church. 

Though the temptations of this age do loom over us all, all we can do is cling to our roots, our εκκλησία, or church, never relinquishing our grip. Even as some friendships I have had have dissolved over my constant talk of faith and culture, and I may need to monitor just how much I speak, I cannot lose that grip I have been fortunate enough to have the ability to establish. Where would some of us be if we had not been born or married into the Orthodox families to which we were? If we belonged to another church, would we be the ones repudiating speech by a child simply attempting to voice the ideas we presently grip? Some will deny us, but some will follow, and that is all we can hope for as Orthodox Christians. As Phillip asks Nathanael to “Come and see” the good thing to come from Nazareth in John Chapter one Verse forty-six, this is exactly what we must do. 

Water by Mihail Kaburis
Water; it’s pure, clean, and simple. But Throughout time water has been used to destroy evil, used to renew people’s faith, to cleanse the body and soul, and to help all the organisms in this world to survive. The precious commodity of water is becoming scarcer in many parts of the world today. Water is a powerful force that only God can control as written in several parts of the bible.

Initially, water is mentioned throughout many parts of the bible. For example in Genesis 6 through 9, God covered the entire Earth with water for a 150 days. Many of you probably know this story as Noah’s Ark. God was furious with the world as almost everyone was sinning against him. God deemed Noah as a trustworthy person and allowed him, his family, and pairs of every kind of animal on the Earth to live. God told Noah to build a large ark and gather up his family and the animals. It rained for 40 days and 40 nights. Another example can found in Matthew 3: 13-16. This was when Jesus was baptized in the River of Jordan by John the Baptist. In the Orthodox church Epiphany is celebrated on the 6th of January every year. Epiphany signifies the manifestation of Christ. 

Additionally, water is used inside our church. The priest uses holy water in the communion every liturgy and during baptisms. Water is used in many other religious beliefs as well. Such as Buddhism, Judaism, and the Islamic faith. This means that water used in religious ceremonies has a very diverse path. 

Moreover, we use water to make this world run and prosper. The human civilization has created water processing facilities. The water is purified and bottled for us to drink. Water is used for fun too. Who can resist going down a water slide or challenging the daring drops of a log flume ride. In fact about 71% of the Earth is covered in water from a scientific point of view.

As you can see the human civilization can use water for good but we can also use it to cause destruction. God created the miraculous element of water. But if we misuse it catastrophes are sure to happen. Just recently an 8.9 magnitude earthquake hit Japan. This Earthquake destroyed some parts of Japan instantly. The aftershock of this earthquake was extremely strong and caused a tsunami to form that headed to the islands of Hawaii and then the United States. The total death outcome is about 10,000 people. On top of this the radiation from the nuclear reactor entered the drinking water and the ocean. Some people called this earthquake apocalyptic. If one thing is for certain God is mad at his people for polluting his creation.  

Finally, I would like to talk about the scarcity of water in some parts in the world. A few good examples are Haiti, Somalia, and Sudan. It is sad that people in these countries have to suffer. Sometimes the water shortages are so bad that the people are forced to drink their own urine. All of us can help these people if we work together with organizations to provide clean water to these people and the world. God gave us the gift of water but how we use it is up to us.

What is really yours? By Nicholas Patides
“Tell  me, what is your own? What did you bring into this life? From where did you receive it?” St. Basil the Great asked this question over a thousand years ago, in his commentary On Social Justice. Just like the people of that time, all of us are obsessed with our money and possessions. This, my brothers and sisters in Christ, takes us away from God. A good question to ask is: “Do we deserve what we have because “we’ve earned it” or was it given to us from God?” If we have this wealth and others don’t, isn’t it our moral obligations to share it and use it with spiritual wisdom?

Since our society gives us so many mixed messages, there are many questions that Christians have about wealth and the desire to be rich.  It seems that in America we can never have enough.  

But the Bible tells us very clearly in Exodus 7:3 “thou shall not covet thou neighbor’s wife”. This verse not only tells us not to lust, but also not to be jealous of people. Now why would the Bible tell us that? What about “being jealous” is wrong? 

Firstly, whoever it is you’re jealous of, your opinion of them becomes tainted. Secondly, whatever it is you want is dominating your mind so much that it diminishes your spiritual life. 

Society tells to live like a celebrity. Society doesn’t tell me to content. No! Society says get more and bigger things! Make as much money as you can, buy a house, get some girls, have fun with them, buy a car, get some new girls, buy a new house… 


However, we must keep in view that Jesus tells us in the parable of the rich fool (in Luke 12: 16-21) “take heed and beware covetousness, for ones life does not consist in the abundance of the things that he possesses.” Christ goes on to tell us that “he who lays treasure for himself (on earth) is not rich towards God.” 

It seems to me that Jesus is telling us that it’s foolish to worry or even wonder what it would be like to have better things because ultimately better things do not bring us to the Lord.  

The Lord is pretty frank when he tells us that our treasures are in Heaven and that the earth and all of its riches are temporary. 

On Judgment Sunday (just before Lent), we read Matthew 25:31-46 about the sheep that were separated from the goats. The sheep took care of Christ’s flock. “For when I was hungry you gave me food, for when I was thirsty you gave me drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me.” 

St. Basil emphasizes the plight of the “goats”,  those who did not do these things, in his commentary. “You are guilty of injustice towards as many as you might have aided and did not”. In other words, for anyone you could have helped but did not, you have sinned. 

Let me ask you something, how many of you people know what sin means? Sin is an archery term, which means literally to miss the mark, and my brother and sisters in Christ, we miss the mark every time we do not show charity. 

Think of the homeless person you see everyday after work, do you drive by him and give him money? I’m not trying to make you feel bad if you don’t, there are plenty of good reasons of why you wouldn’t. How do you know if he’s going to just buy drugs or not? Yet still, we mustn’t forget that not helping can be a sin. 

This verse isn’t just telling us we need to help people in a physical way. The next time you see that homeless person, give them a dollar, give them a quarter or a penny, just give them something. But while you’re at it, tell him about Jesus. Tell him about the Orthodox Church. Give him something more valuable than anything on this earth. It would be a lot easier for this homeless person to listen to someone that reaches out to them than someone who ignores them all together. 

St. Basil’s question, “where did all of our money come from”, is still puzzling for many modern-day “Christians”. Some Christians seem to believe that they deserve to be rich if they simply are faithful to the word of God. Doesn’t that seem to conflict with Christ’s words of “laying up your treasures in heaven”? 

According to Hanna Rosin, in an interview she gave to CNBC, “capitalism and Christianity work in a symbiotic way” Hannah Rosin said that this might have even been one of the big reasons for the modern day financial crisis and crash of our real estate market! Greed not only hurts our soul – it also has hurt the market!!!
Unfortunately, many TV Evangelists like Joel Olsteen and Benny Hinn, preach openly about what they call the Prosperity Gospel. This tells people that they deserve to have all the worldly possessions that they want and that it’s okay to want to have them. In fact, they have even told people that they should buy houses that they can’t afford because “God will give them the money to pay for it.” It’s sad that many people around the world think that this is what Christianity really is. I find it even more sad that people believe in this false “gospel.”

The truth is that we can never alone earn anything that we have. Yes God gave us our talent. But ultimately what we have was given to us by the Lord! 

If we have large sums of money, then God tells us to take care of his people with it. A good example of this is the cause that Warren Buffet and Bill Gates have started giving away all their wealth to charity. 

Regardless of the religious affiliation, they understand what St. Basil the Great said, “wealth left idle is of no use to anyone, but put is to use and exchanged it becomes fruitful and beneficial for the public.”

My brothers and sisters in Christ, I often think about entering a monastery if only for a few months after college. It seems like it would be a difficult thing to do: giving up all my worldly possessions and dedicating my life to the Lord. I don’t know if I’ll ever actually do it. But then I think about my life now.  All the distractions and the temptations of the world are constantly in my face, and the story Jesus tells us of it being harder for camel to enter into the eye of a needle then for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of Heaven suddenly comes to life. 

If I can only remember one thing, my life on earth is temporary and the kingdom of Heaven is eternal. We were all born into this world of nothing, and that is exactly how we will all leave it.  

Peace by Nedi Ferekides
Peace…what significance does that word have in 2011? Fanatics.  Terrorists, even protestors.  All these factors make me wonder how is peace even possible in the world I live in today? Is it possible that the peacemakers will make the difference? 

In Matthew 5:9, it says ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.’ God does not want his children to fight. In Isaiah 2:4 it says ‘He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.’ Again, God doesn’t want us to fight. He will settle all our disputes. 

All Christians know Jesus Christ was a great peacemaker. He even used peace in his darkest moments.  In John 18: 1-11, it tells the story of Jesus being arrested. Judas led soldiers, chief priests, and Pharisees to the Kidron Valley to arrest Jesus. When they confronted him, Simon Peter, who had a sword, struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear.  Jesus commanded Peter to put his sword away. He then healed the ear. Jesus could’ve fought them. He knew what was going to happen to him yet he still chose peace.

In Matthew 5:38-45 Jesus teaches about turning the other cheek. He says to not resist evil people. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, offer them the other. If someone sues you offer them more. If they want your tunic, give them your cloak as well.  If someone wants you to go one mile, go two. “Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.”    

In all history there are many peacemakers. For example, peaceful protests went on most recently in the Middle East, Africa, and in Egypt. They wanted and protested peacefully for a democracy.  Another example is Saint Demetrios who was born in Thesaloniki, Greece in 270 AD. He came from a wealthy family. He was a high-ranking officer in the Roman Army at a very young age. He considered himself a soldier of Christ first and then a military soldier second. He spent most of his time as a missionary, preaching the Gospel at secret meetings and converting pagans to the Christian faith. He put God before fighting. He was killed for blessing Nestoras to help him defeat the gladiator Leo.  St. Demetrios always put God first.

 Yet even though we say we want peace, sometimes countries feel that the only path to peace is through war. Therefore, our soldiers are obligated to fight which may affect them for life. They will go to war and be changed. They’d rather have peace and some will develop post-traumatic stress disorder.  Whenever they hear certain sounds, they might think it’s a bomb. They think they are still in war.

People who are peacemakers are everywhere. They might not be great peacemakers, but they do little things. For example, stopping gossip. People can join in gossip and really hurt someone’s feelings.  In situations like these if the person would have chosen to gossip, a small fight could erupt.  By being kind, they are in a way being a peacemaker. That little spark of kindness can make someone’s day. They would remember what you did and do that same action to someone else. A whole cycle of peace and kindness can be made. For example, when the protestors in Egypt heard about Dr. Martin Luther King they were inspired. Dr. Martin Luther King was inspired by Gandhi. These great speakers influenced the Egyptians. By being a peacemaker you affect others.
In Luke 6:27-36 Jesus again talks about turning the other cheek, but he also adds, “But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be the sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.”  Jesus is telling us we will be rewarded for being a peacemaker. The reward will be becoming God’s child and who doesn’t want that? 

Fasting by Angelina Bartucci

We all know that fasting is a huge part of being an Orthodox Christian. We also know that dieting is becoming a huge part of being an American. But are they related? 

When we fast we restrain ourselves from eating certain foods like meat and dairy, and when we diet we restrain ourselves from eating certain foods like fats or carbohydrates, or we starve ourselves and not eat enough food. Both fasting and dieting are self discipline. The difference is why we are disciplining ourselves.

It is said in Matthew 6: 17-18 “17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen by men but by your loving Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” So why do we fast? Jesus says we should not do it to please others; we should do it for ourselves and our salvation. 

But why do we diet?  We diet to lose weight, to make our appearance more appealing to ourselves and to others. It’s all about beautifying the outside; but God made you exactly like he wanted you to be. 

When Jesus fasted the devil tempted him constantly. In Luke 4: 1-2 it is written 
“And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit 2for forty days in the wilderness, tempted by the devil.” We also fast for forty days, from November 15th to December 24th during the Christmas fast. And of course we fast during Great Lent and on most Wednesdays and Fridays in memory of the betrayal and crucifixion of Christ. The devil tempts us and we must overcome that temptation just like Jesus did. Through fasting we overcome temptation, develop our willpower, and help fight our passions. 

When dieting, we are tempted too. When we diet, we put limits on what or how much food we can eat. Everything that we cannot eat starts to look great, and everything we can eat looks less appealing. The same applies with fasting. The more we know we cannot have something, the more we want it. It’s the devil tempting us!

Now, Fasting is about much more than just what we eat.  St. John Chrysostom says that fasting is not only about food but how you behave as well. He said 
“The fast should be kept not by the mouth alone but also by the eye, the ear, the feet, the hands and all the members of the body” 

When we fast we must be fully aware in every ounce of our body that we are fasting. We must abstain physically from foods, but also by abstain from sins. Everything we do should have God kept in mind. According to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America “The primary aim of fasting is to make us conscious of our dependence upon God.”
 I fully agree. During a fast we should be humbled and realize God’s greatness and how much we need him and depend on him. Without him we have nothing.

Dieting is just something that comes and goes. It’s materialistic and all about ways to get that “model appearance”. Fasting, on the other hand, is so much deeper than that. It’s a spiritual journey. 
Saints Constantine and Helena—Equal to the Apostles
By Dr. Bill Manikas

Constantine was the son of Constantius Chlorus, a Ceasar of the Western Roman Empire and Helena, his mother, was the daughter of an innkeeper. While a general in the army, Constantius married Helena who was a Christian. When he was elevated to Emperor of the Western Empire, he was ordered by Diocletian, Emperor of the Eastern Empire, to divorce Helena and leave their son, Constantine, a hostage with Diocletian (Encyclopedia of the Major Saints and Fathers of the Orthodox Church by Basil E. Eletheriou, pg. 48). At Diocletian’s court Constantine became well educated and in time entered into a military career. (The Roman Empire was divided into eastern and western portions, each having an emperor and a caesar, who was to be the successor).

Helena was not out of her son’s life. From an early age she imbued her son the beliefs and morals of her religion. Not withstanding the divorce, Helena remained beside Constantine and urged him to be tolerant of Christianity.

After a successful military career, Constantine was declared Caesar of the Western Empire under his father, Emperor Constantius.  Upon the death of Constantius in 306 at York, England, his loyal troops proclaimed Constantine as Emperor of the Western Empire. However, the Roman Senate did not acknowledge Constantine as such, and instead proclaimed a challenger, Maxentius as emperor.  

This would set the stage for an important battle between Constantine and Maxentius in 312. Constantine’s armies came down from the Alps toward Rome and encamped near the Milvian Bridge which crossed the Tiber River. The night before the battle Constantine prayed to the supreme god, identified as the sun god. Some accounts say it was the god, Apollo. The next day a strange phenomenon appeared in the sky consisting of a large cross surrounded by the Greek words “En touto nika” or “In this sign, conquer.”  Constantine, after consultations with some Christian priests, was convinced he had received a sign from Christ (A Daily Calendar of Saints by Lawrence R. Farley, pg. 118). He ordered that the armies’ banners replace the Roman eagles with the Christian cross. Though outnumbered by Maxentius’ forces Constantine was victorious, marched triumphantly into Rome, and proclaimed himself Emperor of the Western Empire.
Before the third century Christians were only a small religious sect, and most of them were located in the Eastern Empire. They were good citizens who differed from others only in refusing to worship the state gods. The emperors quietly accepted this view. However, as the empire was threatened from without, economic problems developed within and the Christians became more  numerous and visible, they were blamed for the problems. So, the persecutions began in 250 when the Christians refused to worship the state gods publicly as decreed by Emperor Decius. The persecutions continued into the reign of Emperor Diocletion when they became more severe.

Those persecutions, against lay people and all ranks of clergy, included torture, enslavement, confiscation of private and church property, destruction of churches and sacred books, removal of Christians from public office and the loss of judicial rights. When Constantine defeated Maxentius in 312 and entered Rome, one of his first acts was to issue the Edict of Milan in conjunction with Emperor Licinius of the Eastern Empire. It was an edict of toleration. (Christianity would become the state religion almost a century later.) Persecutions ceased, Christianity was recognized as one of many religions in the entire Roman Empire, and Sunday was established as a day of worship. Christians were free to worship and practice their religion. Christians regained their seized property and were reinstated to their governmental positions.

After several more battles, Constantine defeated Emperor Licinius in 323 in Asia Minor. Now, as sole Emperor of the Roman Empire, he ordered property be returned to the Christians throughout the Empire, monetary compensation was made to Christian survivors of recent persecutions, and closed many pagan temples (Eleftheriou, pg. 24).

Realizing that Rome was too corrupt and too self-indulgent, Constantine built a new capital at the crossroads of east and west on the site of the ancient Greek city of Byzantium, later called Constantinople, in honor of Constantine. It was dedicated on May 11, 330. Public funds were donated by the Emperor for the erection of Christian churches, and his mother, Helena, sponsored the erection of churches in Cyprus and  the Holy Land, such the Church of the Nativity above the place of Christ’s birth in Bethlehem and the Church of Resurrection or Holy Sepulcher above Golgatha and the empty tomb in Jerusalem. According to Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea in Palestine, she assisted individuals and entire communities. She was very charitable to the poor and destitute and made rich donations to churches.

While in Palestine Helena was directed to an area reputed to have the buried Cross of Jesus. According to church tradition, the specific spot that attracted Helena was a patch of basil. Upon excavation it was found, and a small piece was taken back to Constantinople. Constantine honored her with the title of Augusta, befitting the wife and mothers of Emperors.

During the reign of Constantine, the heresy, Arianism was spreading. A priest, Arius argued that Jesus was a created being, unlike God the Father. He was not of one substance with the Father, nor was He eternal. He said, “The Son has a beginning, but God is without beginning” (The Western Heritage, Vol. One, To 1740 by Kagan, et al., pg. 180). Jesus was neither fully man nor fully God, but something in between. Athanasius, who would later become bishop of Alexandria, advanced the belief that Jesus was both fully human and fully God. Only through this belief could humanity be transformed to divinity through Christ. Through Christ’s incarnation could man become divine.

Fearing that the Arian controversy might split the empire, Constantine convened the First Ecumenical Council at Nicaea in Asia Minor. The Council supported the Athanasian view and it was embodied in the Nicene Creed. Constantine supported the Council’s decision.

Helena died in 328 at the age of eighty. Constantine died on Pentecost Sunday, May 21, 337. Before his death he underwent catechism and was baptized. Some have taken the view that Constantine’s late conversion to Christianity was done without sincerity and commitment, but it was not unusual in the fourth and fifth centuries for Christians to delay their baptisms until late in life (The Later Roman Empire by A.H. Jones, pg. 981).

Saint Constantine and Saint Helena are commemorated on May 21st.
The Divine Liturgy: Part X The Great Entrance

By Fr. Christos Mars
As the chanters or choir reach the point in the Cherubic Hymn that says “that we may receive the King of all…” and the priest and or deacon are exiting from the Holy Altar, the Great Entrance begins.
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The Great Entrance, which is also known as the Entrance with the Gifts or the Second Entrance, is a solemn procession by which the prepared gifts (bread and wine) are taken from the Prothesis (Table of preparation) through the church and placed onto the Altar, later to be offered for consecration into the body and Blood of Christ.  (See Part I for a description of the Proskomidi the Service of Preparation)
Acolytes in robes precede the procession, holding lit candles and the censer.  The youngest priest in rank, if there is no deacon, or the deacon, follows with the Diskarion (Paton), at the level of his forehead, bearing the prepared gift of bread and on it the star covered with the Liturgical cover.  The oldest priest in rank follows holding the covered chalice, at the level of his heart, containing the liturgical wine to be consecrated into the blood of Christ.  As the procession leaves the Altar the deacon, or priest, petitions in a loud voice “May the Lord God remember all of you in His Kingdom, now and forever, and to the ages of ages.”  To which the people respond with “Amen.”  This may be repeated several times, in different languages, or done antiphonally between the priest or deacon holding the Paton and the Priest holding the Chalice.

It is important to note, that during the Great Entrance we sometimes may hear the priest or deacon say “May the Lord God remember all of US in His Kingdom, now and forever, and to the ages of ages.”  This is wrong, because by looking at the Greek word “umon” with a “u” it means “You” verse the word “hmon” with and “h” which means “us”.

It is commonly accepted that the Great Entrance symbolizes the way leading to the Passion of Jesus Christ.  It should be noted, though, in regard to the Great Entrance, that the Gifts borne from the Prothesis to the Altar are NOT the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ; they are merely the prepared Gifts to be offered for consecration by invoking on them the Holy Spirit.

The long-established custom of the Orthodox people receiving the prepared Gifts with great respect while kneeling, seems to have originated in Byzantium and particularly in the church of Agia Sophia. It was there that the carrying of the prepared Gifts from the prosthesis to the Altar developed into the Great Entrance, a long and spectacular procession with the participation of the emperor himself together with his dignitaries and a great number of deacons and priests.

As was mentioned in Part I, the place of preparation in the Great Cathedral of Agia Sophia was a separate building known as the Skevofilakion, where all liturgical items were kept, including the elements used for Holy Communion.  The deacons would leave the church and go to the Skevofilakion to retrieve the gifts, and all other items that were needed for Holy Communion.  On their way back into the Church, the faithful, were waiting outside, would ask the deacons to have the priests or bishops pray for them.  The deacons would respond and say ““May the Lord God remember you in His Kingdom” where we get the current petition from.

A procession of this kind soon became the most solemn event in the Divine Liturgy, on the strength also of allegorical and mystical interpretations that it lacked originally.  In fact, some Byzantine Theologians have hinted that the prepared elements borne in procession were already the Body and Blood of Christ, basing their interpretation on the verses recited by the priest when he pierces the Amnos, or Lamb of God, with the liturgical lance (spear) and then pours wine and water into the chalice saying the verses from the Gospel of St. John (John 19:34) “and immediately there came forth Blood and water…”  However, this is a statement of an event before its due time, considering that the sacramental changing of bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ takes place later on and as a result of the invocation by the priest of the Holy Spirit upon the prepared Gifts.
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The solemnity, and even awe, that is accorded to the Great Entrance would be timely and fitting only if this procession took place after the Consecration.  Thus, the Body and Blood of Christ brought in procession to the midst of the worshippers would have a sanctifying effect before receiving Holy Communion.  If we remember the service of the Liturgy of the Pre-sanctified Gifts, in that service, the Gifts that are begin taken in procession during the Great Entrance ARE the Body and Blood of Christ, the faithful kneel, and there is no elaborate procession, but only solemnity.  Therefore, when the prepared bread and wine pass through the congregation on their way to the Altar, there is no need to kneel, but only show respect for what is going to become Christ’s Body and Blood.

If there is a hierarch present, the deacon holding the Paton or the youngest raking priest would stop before the Solea, and say the following verse, “May the Lord our God, remember your Archpriesthood in His kingdom, always now and forever, and to the ages of ages.”  The people respond, “Amen.”  During this time the hierarch takes up the censor and censes the Paton as it is given to him.  He then would commemorate all of the people that have asked to be prayed for, including his superior hierarchs, priests and all other people who the offering are made for (or in the case of the Patriarch, all of the hierarchs.)  The hierarch, when finished, places the Paton on the Altar, and then proceed to cense the Chalice as the oldest raking priest repeats the verse “May the Lord our God, remember your Archpriesthood in His kingdom, always now and forever, and to the ages of ages.”  The people respond, “Amen.”
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The hierarch again commemorates all those who have asked him to pray for them and especially all the faithful who have been laid to pious rest.  He then places the Chalice on the Altar.  At this point the chanters or choir would conclude with Cherubic hymn “invisibly escorted by the angelic hosts.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.”
It is important to note that if there is more than one priest and one deacon serving, or more than two priests serving, the other priests would take the following items in order during the procession.  First the Paton, followed by the Chalice, then the Cross, the Lance (Spear) and finally the Spoon.  If there is a hierarch present, he may give the Second ranking priest the Omophorion to lead the procession with in during the Great Entrance.  All the remaining priests would take the items in the above order.  Also, if there were two deacons serving, the oldest ranking deacon would take the Paton, and the younger in rank would take the censor.

This is only mentioned, because as we read, in Byzantium the procession was long and spectacular that included the Emperor.  Since the procession has survived from its practical origins, (being that the deacons would go to the Skevofilakion to bring the prepared elements to the church) we as well, today, give it a certain flair, which begins for us one of the most important parts of the service, which will be the consecration of those gifts into the body and blood of Christ.

We conclude, the Great Entrance and the Cherubic Hymn, but in Part XI we will look at the Completion Litany and we will continue on our journey through the Divine Liturgy, shedding light on the most important Sacrament of our Orthodox Church.
Fr. Christos Mars is the Assistant Priest at the Cathedral of the Annunciation in Atlanta, GA.  In his theological studies, he specialized in the study of liturgics, the history and theology behind our services.  His series on the Divine Liturgy will be part of our monthly Messenger for the next several months as he walks us through the Divine Liturgy, both from the standpoint of what goes on, as well as its theological meaning and historical development.
THE EIGHTH DAY by Brett Mourer

Do you sense there is more to life than what you can see, hear, touch or smell?  Have you ever experienced that dimension of reality that cannot be felt by any of your senses, but is as real as the sensation you feel when holding the hand of someone you love?  Have you pondered the wonder of your soul, the non-physical core of your being, which cannot be detected by x-ray technology?  Have you ever witnessed a metaphysical event and attributed it to God?

If you answered “yes” to any of those questions, then perhaps you should consider the difference between the numbers 7 and 8. 

God created the world in 7 days.  It signifies perfection.  “Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed, it was “very good.”  It was a perfect creation.

There are 7 notes on a musical scale, 7 colors in a rainbow and 7 days in a week.  The number 7 represents the physical world that we can see, hear, touch and smell.  The Orthodox Study Bible (OSB), in the footnote to Revelation 1:4, states: “Seven is the number of fullness or completion.”

The number 8, on the other hand, transcends the natural world.  Though 8 emanates from beyond our physical senses, our soul can still feel its effect through faith.

The OSB footnote for Revelation 1:10 states:  “As a fulfillment of the first day of the week of the old creation, Sunday becomes the “eighth day,” the first day of the new creation.”  The term “eighth day” is seen in 2 Enoch 33:1; it inaugurates the first day of the timeless age to come.”  2 Enoch 33:1 describes the 8th day as “a time of not-counting, endless, with neither years nor months nor weeks nor days nor hours.”

The OSB Nehemiah 8:18 footnote states:  “The assembly on the eighth day points us to the Kingdom of heaven.  In the Church, the seven-day week reflects God’s creation and work in this world, while the eighth day is the day without end, the day beyond the world when all is fulfilled.”


There are several Scriptures that focus on “eightness.”  People and animals who were in a state of uncleanness and imperfection for 7 days were subsequently perfected on the 8th day.  In Leviticus 14, which discusses the ritual for cleansing healed lepers, the leper is made clean on the 8th day.  As explained in Exodus 22:30, the oxen and sheep had to be with their mother for seven days, but on the 8th day, they could be offered to the Holy One of Israel.

In Genesis 15, the Lord told Abraham that his descendants would be as the stars.  Abraham believed in God and He accounted or credited to Abraham righteousness for his faith.  The sign of the covenant between the Lord and Abraham was the circumcision of every male child.  And on what day was that circumcision performed?  You guessed it—on the 8th day!

In Hebrew, the word for 8, or shemini, comes from shemoneh, which indicates the idea of plumpness, as if it is a surplus above the “perfect” 7.

Leviticus 23:33-39 tells us a little more about the connection between the numbers 7 and 8.  Leviticus 23 tells us that the 8th day of the Feast of Tabernacles, Shemini Atzeret (literally the 8th Day of Assembly), is connected to the Feast of Tabernacles in one sense, but in another sense it is separate from the week-long celebration of Sukkot (another name for the Feast of Tabernacles).

The Feast of Tabernacles is for 7 days and it foretells the reign of Jesus Christ in the Church.  The final day of the Feast, as explained in the OSB, was the consummation, or great high point, of the Feast.  It was the 8th day—the first day of the season of rest.  The day itself was to be a day of complete rest.  “That eighth day was a type of the new creation---the day that never ends---the day ‘when all our labors and trials are over.’  It is the day of the establishment of the eternal kingdom of God in its fullness.  All is completed.  All is renewed.  All is at rest.  The true New World has begun.  It is the fulfillment of the work of Christ for us.”

John 7:37-39 relates an event in the earthly life of Jesus which occurred on the last day, that great day of the feast.  He stood and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  The OSB footnote states that this occurred on the 8th day of the Feast of Tabernacles.  The living water is the gift of the Holy Spirit and the new life that accompanies this gift.  It speaks of eternity and foretells of God’s invitation to dwell with Him for eternity.  

Psalm 28 (29) is a psalm of David concerning the final day of the Feast of Tabernacles.  It is a prophecy concerning the baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan River, celebrated in the services of Theophany (Epiphany).  The OSB footnote states:  “Both words, epiphany and theophany, mean ‘manifestation’ or ‘revelation,’ and theophany has the additional meaning, ‘revelation of God.’  The God who is revealed in Christ’s Baptism is God the Trinity:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”  Christ’s Baptism is the first manifestation or revelation of the Holy Trinity to mankind.  The ultimate manifestation of the Holy Trinity will take place upon the complete fulfillment of the 8th day of the Feast of Tabernacles when God will fully dwell with His people in the messianic age:  “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with them and be their God.  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4)

Psalm 11 (12) is a psalm by David for the End (Jesus Christ) concerning the eighth [day].  The OSB footnote states that the godly live in the light of Christ and the eighth day (i.e., the coming of Christ, the resurrection from the dead and the life of the world to come).

The OSB footnote to Revelation 13:18 and 17:8 states that the number seven stands for perfection, fullness and completion.  The number eight is eschatological perfection, complete abundance, a superabundance of fullness (see 2 Enoch 33:1).  The 7th day is for the Sabbath, Saturday, a physical rest, and is a picture of the rest to come whereas the 8th day is the Lord’s Day, Sunday, the day of the Resurrection and a picture of the final establishment of God’s kingdom.  Hebrews 4:9 reminds us that “There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.”  This rest is a perfect, final rest of the Kingdom of heaven; it is the ultimate Sabbath rest in heaven established by our Messiah.

Less than 200 years before Jesus, the land of Israel was ruled by a cruel tyrant from Syria, named Antiochus.  He wanted all the people of the land to worship him.  He wanted all the Jews to worship his statue.  Mattathias, a Jewish leader smashed the idol and said, as detailed in I Maccabees 2:27, “Every one who has zeal for the law and holds to the covenant, let him follow me.”  Mattathias and his five sons led the fight against Antiochus and his army.  His son, Judah, became the leader of the freedom fighters (i.e., the Maccabees).  After three years, the Maccabees were victorious and freed the city of Jerusalem.  They cleaned out the temple and prepared to rededicate it, but they needed pure oil for the menorah.  They only found enough oil for one day, but miraculously it lasted for eight days.  This miracle of the light is celebrated for eight days annually and is known as Hanukkah or the Feast of Dedication.

Do you think it was a coincidence that Jesus, the Good Shepherd and the Light of the world, said the following during Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights:  “I told you, and you do not believe.  The works that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me.  But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.  I and My Father are one.”

Being able to hear the voice of Jesus is a miracle beyond what can be clearly heard with human ears.  Hearing with our spiritual ears is a phenomenon that transcends the physical and pictures the “eightness” of the mysterious Kingdom of heaven.

Perhaps it’s not a coincidence that the number 8 turned on its side is infinity---everlasting time (i.e., a figure without end).  Jesus is called the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.  This is He who is without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life (Hebrews 7:3).

The Old Testament pictured by the number 7 was about an acknowledgement of the Creator, the One Who created the physical world and what we see, hear, touch and smell.  The New Testament pictured by the number 8 is about faith in Jesus, in His redemptive act through and by which we obtain salvation, and in the hope of the paradisaic world to come.
Editor’s Note: The Sunday of Thomas, which is 8 days after Pascha, is called sometimes the 8th Day of Pascha or the Feast of the 8th Day, emphasizing the fact that Pascha, the feast of feasts, has no ending.  We may celebrate the Resurrection for 40 days on the liturgical calendar, but in reality, we celebrate the Resurrection continuously through the Divine Liturgy and the opportunity to commune with Christ through the Eucharist.
My Lenten Journey at Holy Cross By Charlie Hambos

Christos Anesti! I hope and pray that the Lenten journey was spiritually prosperous. As I am reflecting on my journey to Pascha here at Holy Cross I struggle to realize whether it was easier or whether it was harder being at seminary during this time.  I will honestly say that I do not feel the same as it was when I was home. I always tried to keep the fast as much as I could over the last couple of years. I can only think of a few reasons why it would be easier. The first was that our provided meals were fasting meals. So, we had no other choice. However, cheese was on the menu for the majority of the days with the exception of the first week of Lent. I would say then that it could have been harder since the abstinence of eating certain foods is seen as such a large part of the overall fast and we didn’t have to think about it. However, fasting is very much a personal journey and each person does it differently and they have every right to do so. This is something that everyone must keep in mind, including my classmates as they see me walking away with a pile of cheese on my bean burrito. (Perhaps, I was doing the wrong thing but as one of my priests/professors here says, “That’s a discussion for another day.)

It also could have been easier as we had church twice a day with a different Lenten Orthros and Vespers which included more penitential prayers and hymns as well as the penitential prayer of St. Ephraim “requiring” three great prostrations, which includes falling down on the hands and touching the ground with the forehead:

Prayer of St. Ephraim

Lord and Master of my life, give me not a spirit of sloth, vain curiosity, lust for power, and idle talk.

But give to me Your servant a spirit of prudence, humility, patience, and love.

Lord and King, grant me to see my own faults and not to condemn my brother; for You are blessed to the ages of ages. Amen.

These great prostrations aren’t seen everywhere in the Orthodox world but for those who do not understand the meaning it may be shocking. In the long run however, these prostrations are not a matter of our salvation but they do intensify the spiritual experience.
Each Monday and Thursday we would have Great Compline. On Tuesday evening we would have Lenten Vespers. Each Wednesday we would have Pre-sanctified liturgy. During the first week of lent we had Compline every night after vespers at 9 p.m. which included the chanting/reading of the Great Canon of Saint Andrew. The canticles included in the Canon are very penitential and ask for God’s mercy on us as sinners. 

Before these services with the exception of Great Vespers and Divine Liturgy on Sunday and the occasional Liturgy on Saturday the Bell would be rung in a much slower manner. Creating a very somber spirit in the air and thus making us realize that we are in this period of Lent and also allow us to reflect not only our preparation for the resurrection but for me personally makes me stop and realize why I am studying at Holy Cross and that is an amazing feeling. Having services everyday throughout the week during Lent gave us the opportunity to see the cycle of services during this liturgically heavy period of time. We would change the colors of the oil lamps and the altar cloths after the weekend on Sunday evening, representing the change from the Sunday Resurrectional mood to the weekday somber mood. 

Overall, traveling the Lenten journey here at Holy Cross was a different experience. I can only hope next year, God-willing, that I will prepare for the resurrection even better. Before Great Lent started I was told to buy a copy of The Lenten Triodion by Mother Mary and Kallistos Ware. In this book it has all of the additional hymns for the period of Triodion as well as a great introduction to the “Nature of Fasting.” Great Lent is not only a period of fasting from food but a period of fasting for the mind, eyes, ears and lips. If we go through this period of time not only reflecting on what Christ did for us when He was crucified, buried and rose on the third day but also reflecting on our lives and seeing where we can improve than it will be a worthwhile experience. I hope and pray your experience was a worthwhile one and also that you remember that although this is a time set aside for the reflection of the Passion of Christ but we can reflect on this act of Christ at all times.
If anybody would like to reach me, my e-mail is Charlie.hambos@gmail.com and my address is Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, 50 Goddard Avenue, Box 101, Brookline, MA 02445. 

On a side note: At the time of press I had not gone through Holy Week. I was assigned as an altar group leader for the week. We did not have classes but we did have a Holy Week seminar. I am anxious to share that experience with you so I will write it in my next Messenger article. Looking forward to seeing my family at St. John’s when I return for summer break. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

CHRISTOS ANESTI, CHRIST IS RISEN, TRULY HE HAS RISEN!!!  The Sunday School hopes and prays that this year’s Easter experience was fulfilling and spiritually uplifting for you. We believe that the Sunday School children make this holy period very special.  The Alter Boys, the Myrhh Bearers, the Palm Sunday Procession, the Lenten Retreats, the making of the palms/wrapping of the eggs, the Easter egg hunt, and all the services our children participate in, help make Easter what it is at St. John’s.  After Easter we will  have only four Sunday School classes left. (May 1st, 8th, 15th and our last day of Sunday School/Graduation is May 22nd.)

  

We are very proud of our Altar Boys who did such a fabulous job serving our church during Holy Week.  There are too many boys to mention, but please thank them when you have a chance.  We would also like to acknowledge the seven girls who served as Myrhh Bearers this year.  They are:  Christina Apockotos, Chace Sibley, Larissa Krinos. Mikaela Karmitsanis, Sophia Krinos, Julia Blankenbaker, and Elizabeth Kavouklis.  They were just beautiful.

We would like to thank Maria Xenick for organizing our Holy Friday Retreat on April 22nd.  This retreat would not of been possible without the help of many volunteers that we also would like to thank.  Ti was wonderful to see so many of our children attend.  This was a very special day for many reasons.  It gave us the opportunity to spend this holy day together in worship, prayer, music, crafts and learning.  

We would also like to thank the Krinos Family for filling their Pennies for Our Prayers container.  This money will be donated to the church building fund. This program started a few years ago and the Sunday School has raised approximately $300 with this project.  

CONGRATULATIONS to the students who had Perfect Attendance for March: 

Pre-School:   Maria Palios, Demetri Passalaris, Helen Fentress, Nicholas Akrotirianakis, George Xenick, and Toula Trakas

Kindergarten:   John Palios, Gennaro Scarfogliero, and Yanni Trimikliniotis

First and Second Grade:  Hannah Passalaris, and Elizabeth Xenick 

Third Grade:  Maria Tsokos, Nicholas Yotis, and Artemis Xenick

Fourth Grade:  Sophia Krinos, Jonathan Tsokos and Brigham Sibley

Fifth Grade:  Christina Apockotos, Savvas Ferekides and Christos Nenos

Sixth Grade:  Chace Sibley, Larissa Krinos and Matthew Tsokos

Middle School:  Arianna Krinos, Yonathan Alem, Chris Scarfogliero and Nedi Ferekides

High School:  Sam Alem

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATES:

March 27, 2011:

MUSIC:  The children are learning hymns for the Lenten Services.

PRE-SCHOOL:  Jesus is our Leader.  We need to follow Him and try to live like Him.

KINDERGARTEN:  Heroes of the Bible - Daniel. The students are learning the concept P.U.S.H.  P-pray, U-until, S-something, H-happens.

FIRST AND SECOND GRADE:  Jesus is our Leader.  The students shared with each other, what some of the things Jesus taught us to do and not to do.  

THIRD GRADE:  The Gospel Lesson.

FOURTH GRADE:  Discussed fasting and prayer.

FIFTH GRADE:  Jesus begins His ministry.  He preaches the good news and teaches God's word.  Jesus is the master teacher.

SIXTH GRADE:  The students wrote poems about God, the church, etc.

MIDDLE SCHOOL:  Lesson - What is the meaning of the Sunday of Adoration of the Cross?  How does the Cross hep us in carrying our burdens?  Celebrating the cross in the middle of lent provides us with the strength to carry forward in our journey through lent.  
HIGH SCHOOL:  Review of the Lenten Covenant.  Why do we confess?

April 3, 2011:

MUSIC:  The children are learning hymns for the Lenten Services.

PRE-SCHOOL:  The betrayal of Jesus by Judas and Jesus' sacrifice for us.  He died on the cross for us.  

KINDERGARTEN:  Introduction to the meaning of lent and Palm Sunday.  The students wrote their own Lenten Covenant.

FIRST AND SECOND GRADE:  Jesus heals a sick boy.

THIRD GRADE:  Discussion about sharing the Divine Liturgy with each other.  Jesus shares his love for us through the Divine Liturgy.

FOURTH GRADE:  Lent and the power of prayer.

FIFTH GRADE:  The importance and events of Lent and Holy Week.  

 SIXTH GRADE:  The students discussed Christ's miracles and why they were an important part of his ministry.  They also discussed doubt and faith.

MIDDLE SCHOOL:  The day by day explanation of Holy Week.  Also shared a recap of St. John's Oratorical Festival. 
HIGH SCHOOL:  Discussion of lent.  The Lenten agreement and confession.
April 10, 2011:

MUSIC:  The children are learning hymns for the Lenten Services.

PRE-SCHOOL:  Jesus said we must serve others.  The class read and discussed the story of the disciples who wanted to sit next to Jesus.    

KINDERGARTEN:  The meaning of Palm Sunday and Hosanna.  The students made a art project celebrating Palm Sunday.

FIRST AND SECOND GRADE:  We must serve others.  The children shared how they can be of service in their own homes.  

THIRD GRADE:  Christ's Crucifixion.  The students had a scavenger hunt.

FOURTH GRADE:  Obeying your parents.

FIFTH GRADE:  Jesus heals with God's power and saves with God's love.  Jesus is our Savior. The children decorated their Communion Cover Set.  

 SIXTH GRADE:  The students discussed the resurrection.

MIDDLE and HIGH SCHOOL:  The meaning of Lent, Holy Week, and the Resurrection.
God Bless You,  The Sunday School Staff

For Mothers—as we celebrate Mothers’ Day
BEING A MOTHER. . .

After 17 years of marriage, my wife wanted me to take another woman out to dinner and a movie.  She said “I love you, but I know this other woman loves you and would love to spend some time with you.”  

The other woman that my wife wanted me to visit was my MOTHER, who has been alone for 20 years, but the demands of my work and my two boys had made it possible to visit her only occasionally.  

That night I called to invite her to go out for dinner and a movie.  “What’s wrong, aren’t you well?” she asked.  My mother is the type of woman who suspects that a late night call or a surprise invitation is a sign of bad news.  

“I thought it would be pleasant to spend some time with you,” I responded, “Just the two of us.”  She thought about it for a moment, and then said, “I would like that very much.”  

That Friday after work, as I drove over to pick her up I was a bit nervous.  When I arrived at her house, I noticed that she, too, seemed to be nervous about our date.  She waited in the door.  She had curled her hair and was wearing the dress that she had worn to celebrate her last birthday on November 19th.  She smiled from a face that was as radiant as an angel’s.  “I told my friends that I was going to go our with my son, and they were impressed,” she said, as she got into that new white van.  “They can’t wait to hear about our date.”

We went to a restaurant that, although not elegant, was very nice and cozy.  My mother took my arm as if she were the First Lady.  After we sat down, I had to read the menu.  Her eyes could only read large print.  Half-way through the entries, I lifted my eyes and saw Mom sitting there staring at me.  A nostalgic smile was on her lips.  “It was I who use to have to read the menu when you were small,” she said.  “Then it’s time that you relax and let me return the favor,” I responded.

During the dinner, we had an agreeable conversation—thing extraordinary, but catching up on recent events of each other’s life.  We talked so much that we missed the movie.  As we arrived at her house later, she said “I’ll go out with you again, but only if you let me invite you.”  I agreed.

“How was your dinner date?” asked my wife when I got home.  “Very nice.  Much more so than I could have imagined,” I answered.

A few days later, my mother died of a massive heart attack.  It happened so suddenly that I didn’t have a chance to do anything for her.  Some time later, I received an envelope with a copy of a restaurant receipt from the same place mother and I had dined.  An attached note said: “I paid this bill in advance.  I wasn’t sure that I could be there; but nevertheless, I paid for two plates—one for you and the other for your wife.  You will never know what that night meant for me.  I love you, son.”  

At that moment, I understood the importance of saying in time: “I love you” and to give our lived ones the time that they deserve.  Nothing in life is more important than your family.  Give them the time they deserve, because these things cannot be put off till “some other time.”

Somebody said it take about six weeks to get back to normal after you’ve had a baby. . .somebody doesn’t know that once you’re a mother, “normal” is history.  

Somebody said you learn how to be a mother by instinct. . .somebody never took a three-year old shopping.

Somebody said being a mother is boring. . .somebody never rode in a car driven by a teenager with a driver’s permit.

Somebody said if you’re a “good” mother, your child will “turn out good”. . .somebody thinks a child comes with directions and a guarantee.

Somebody said that you don’t need an education to be a mother. . .somebody never helped a fourth grader with math.

Somebody said you can’t love the second child as much as you love the first. . .somebody doesn’t have two children.

Somebody said the hardest part of being a mother is labor and delivery. . .somebody never watched her “baby” get on the bus for the first day of kindergarten or on a plane headed for military boot camp.  

Somebody said a mother can stop worrying after her child gets married. . .somebody doesn’t know that  marriage adds a new son or daughter-in-law to a mother’s heartstrings.

Somebody said a mother’s job is done when her last child leaves home. . .somebody never had grandchildren.

Somebody said your mother know you love her, so you don’t need to tell her. . .somebody isn’t a mother.

MOTHERS
Real Mothers don’t eat quiche; they don’t have time to make it.

Real Mothers know that their kitchen utensils are probably in the sandbox.

Real Mothers often have sticky floors, filthy ovens and happy kids.

Real Mothers know that dried play dough doesn’t come out of carpets.

Real Mothers don’t want to know what the vacuum just sucked up.

Real Mothers sometimes ask “Why me” and get their answer when a little voice says “because I love you the best.”

Real Mothers know that a child’s growth is not measured by height or years or grade. . .it is marked by the progression from “Mommy” to “Mom” to “Mother.”

The Daily-ness

By Ariel Allison Lawhon

"Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway." Proverbs 8:34 (NIV) 
Life wouldn't be so hard if it wasn't so daily. As I sit here surrounded by laundry and dishes piled high in the sink, I see more than ever how life wears us down one day at a time. 

Crumbs litter the floor and dirty smudges cover the windows. And I have yet to discover where that smell is coming from. For this mother of four, a simple trip to the grocery store requires an act of God and Congress - attempted only when we are down to powdered milk and Ramen noodles. Not thirty minutes ago a little one-year-old boy clung to my legs, belting out that scream - you know the one, bats can hear it. And I felt my coping skills slipping away. Not because he was crying but because he cries every day.

The daily-ness.

The job of motherhood feels so vast, and frightening, and unending. I am called to raise these children in the fear and admonition of the Lord and yet there are days that I can't seem to get out of my pajamas much less lead them in a time of prayer. I think anyone could endure the temper tantrums of a small child or the rebellion of a teenager or the constant needs of another if they lasted just one day. But the truth is that these things are the stuff of daily life. And when I am honest with myself, they grind down the rough edges of this woman. Because parenting can not be all about me when diapers must be changed, noses wiped and beds made.

In those moments I force myself to take a deep breath and thank God for this season of life. These children. The privilege of wiping noses and bottoms and countertops. A privilege many women would love to have, but don't. I remind myself that the days are long but the years are short. And one day I will look in the rear-view mirror and see empty seats. The cup that is overflowing right now will slowly drain. The stretch marks will fade. And I will find that a new set of daily struggles has overtaken me. When that day comes I will find the strength to face them as well because God gives the grace, daily.

The daily-ness.

As C.S. Lewis once said, "The thing is to rely on God... Meanwhile, the trouble is that relying on God has to begin all over again every day as if nothing has yet been done."
Your daily-ness is probably different than mine, but it is nonetheless God-ordained. It is exactly what we need to live dependent on His grace instead of our own strength. The One who knows us best, who knit us together in our mother's womb, has allotted these days that are equal parts trial and triumph. And He knows that we will see Him most clearly from a place of dependence. 

So today I embrace the normal things. The daily things. Another round of laundry. The ring in my toilet. The dust on my dresser so thick a child could write his name. But even more than that I want to celebrate the important things. A child slowly learning to read. A husband that finds his comfort in my arms. A baby who learns to walk and talk. Because all these are the things of life: some mundane and some holy. And all of them must be received daily.

The Images of Mother


4 YEARS OF AGE - My Mommy can do anything!

8 YEARS OF AGE - My Mom knows a lot! A whole lot!

12 YEARS OF AGE - My Mother doesn't know everything! 

14 YEARS OF AGE - My Mother? She wouldn't have a clue. 

16 YEARS OF AGE - Mother? She's so five minutes ago.

18 YEARS OF AGE - That old woman? She's way out of date!

25 YEARS OF AGE - Well, she might know a little bit about it!

35 YEARS OF AGE - Before we decide, let's get Mom's opinion.

45 YEARS OF AGE - Wonder what Mom would have thought about it?

65 YEARS OF AGE - Wish I could talk it over with Mom...

The beauty of a woman is not in the cloths she wears, the figure she carries, or the way she combs her hair.  

The beauty of a woman must be seen from within her eyes, because that is the doorway to her heart, the place where love resides.


The beauty of a woman is not in a facial mole, but true beauty in a woman is reflected in her soul.

It is the caring that she lovingly gives, the passion that she shows and the beauty of a woman with passing years only grows!
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Hit the Trail at our May  Retreat at

St. John Greek Orthodox              

 Church

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”  James 1:5

Saturday, May 21, 2011 - - 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Preschool through 6th Grade

[image: image11.wmf]Join us as we round up for the Saddle Ridge Ranch! The day will be filled with incredible activities that allow kids to experience worship, prayer, crafts, games, music, and tasty treats! 

This retreat will provide Bible teaching in a themed learning environment that is applied to daily life. Biblical content is reinforced with hands-on activities.

Lunch and snacks will be provided 

Please register your child by Sunday, May 15,2011          

Questions? Please contact Christene Worley at (813) 598-2103, or universitycommin@msn.com
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TRY TAMPA'S FAYORITE NEW
LOW CARB SYRIAN BREAD
SUBS - PASTA - CHICKEN

BURGERS - SALADS

“The House of the Famous Grifled Chicken Solad &
Tire Home of the Steak Bomb™

Open é Days a Week
Mor-Fri. €30 am - 5:00 s - Chosed Sundays
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Dining Room - Eot In or Take Out
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11701 North Florida Ave.: Tompa, Florida 33612
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Music For All Occasions

- Classical Guitar JII
Violin & Guitar '
Jazz Combos
Greek Bouzouki

John Demas
813 240 5199

Visit me on the web at: hilp:/fjohndemas.mysite.cony
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