ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

THE MESSENGER
“Behold I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.  The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.”  Mark 1:2-3
October 2012

St. James, the Apostle – October 23
Ο Απόστολος Ιάκωβος– 23 Οκτωβρίου
Rev. Fr. Stavros N. Akrotirianakis, Protopresbyter

2418 W. Swann Avenue, Tampa, FL 33609-4712

Office Phone: (813)876-8830
Fax (813) 443-4899
E-mail stjohngoctampa@gmail.com

Website: http://www.greekorthodoxchurchtampa.com
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church
Timetable of Services
                  Sundays:
Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy: 10:00 a.m.
                  Weekdays:
Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy: 10:00 a.m.
	Parish Priest: Rev.Fr.Stavros Akrotirianakis

813-876-8830 (office) 394-1038 (cell)

frstav@gmail.com

Parish Council:

Katherine Sakkis, President
813-309-1073

Bill Manikas V. President
813-716-8185

Diane Trimis, Secretary
813-968-9038

Skip Higdon, Treasurer
813-831-9021

Diane Norcross, Stewardship
813-846-3780

Alexandra De Maio
813-340-9668
John Kokkas
1-727-992-4165
Byron Nenos
813-789-0729

Despina Sibley
813-251-5384

David Voykin
727-415-5603

Maria Zabetakis
813-831-9303

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is a parish under the spiritual and ecclesiastical oversight of His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of the Metropolis of Atlanta, of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America in the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.



The Messenger of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is published on a monthly basis.  Publication is the first of each month.  Deadline for notices and announcements for the Messenger is the 10th of each month.  You may send announcements to the church office or through 
email to :  stjohngoctampa@gmail.com
Website: www.greekorthodoxchurchtampa.com 
	
	Office Staff:
Christine Bostrom, Operations Coordinator
813-876-8830

 Brandi Ramos, Secretary
813-876-8830
Office Fax:
813-443-4899
Choir: Artie Palios, Director
813-831-1294

Jim Leone, Organist
813-254-7844

Chanter: Nick Andreadakis
813-876-8830

Sunday Sch.: Victoria Peckham
813-406-5626
Maria Xenick
813-839-9897

Finance Committee: Mike Xenick
813-340-8737                       

Adult Greek School: Magda Myer
813-909-2327

AHEPA: Gregory Tisdale, President
813-254-6980

Community Outreach: Chairperson

Betty Katherine Palios
813-215-9862
Daughters: Ourania Stephanides, Pres.
813-961-0309

Food Pantry, Anetta Alexander 
863-224-3001
GOYA Adv. Elaine Halkias
813-968-9129
Byron Nenos
813-789-0729

JOY/HOPE:  Maria Xenick
813-839-9897

Philoptochos: JoAnn Hartung, Pres.
727-432-0228

Oratorical Festival Chairperson 

Peggy Bradshaw:
727-244-1374
Young at Heart: Ron Myer
813-909-2327

Jr Olympics: Byron Nenos
813-789-0729
Ushers: Tom Georgas
813-985-0236

Stewardship Chairperson:
Diane Norcross
813-846-3780

Altar Angels: 

Engie Halkias & Sia Blankenship
813-932-5859
Bookstore: Jon & Pamela Irwin
813-237-5537

 Dance Group: 

Alex De Maio
813-340-9668

Marina Choundas
813-877-6136
Glendi Dancers: Jenna Mingledorff
813-610-7365
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	“May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father and the Communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”  From the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom


Mission Statement:

St. John Greek Orthodox Church is dedicated to spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

Vision:

The church shall seek to fulfill its mission by:

1. Embracing the Spiritual Life of the Orthodox Church through regular prayer, worship, and frequent participation in the sacraments.

2. Supporting the Church through stewardship of time and talent and sacrificial giving.

3. Providing a welcoming, caring, loving environment.

4. Having its members exemplify Orthodox Christian character and morals.

5. Supporting ministries that facilitate the overall mission of the Church

6. Exemplifying commitment to community service and charitable outreach.

7. Creating an environment which encourages members to grow in their faith.

Fr. Stavros’ Message

Getting to Heaven is a lot like Climbing Mount Everest
I have always had a fascination with Mount Everest, the tallest mountain peak in the entire world.  Mount Everest stands at 29,029 feet above sea level.  That’s over FIVE MILES high.  Walking or running five miles on level ground seems like a long way.  Imagine climbing five miles straight up into sky.  It’s hard to even fathom.  For serious mountain climbers, Mount Everest is the pinnacle achievement.  

Now, I have no desire to go climb Mount Everest.  But I have read several books about expeditions up the mountains, some that ended in success and others that ended in tragedy.  I have also watched several documentaries and movies about Mount Everest.  

On some of the documentaries, the journey to the top of Mount Everest begins with almost a leisurely walk through Tibetan forests, across scenic rivers, and over small hills.  Gradually the altitude begins to increase, the terrain becomes steeper. Snow can be found on the ground.  Eventually the tree line is passed, so that all of the trees and forests are not behind and below.  And ahead lie the rugged mountains of the Himalayas.  Steep trails wind around small mountain peaks until suddenly, Mount Everest is in sight, the most imposing and most majestic of all the mountains in the Himalayan range.  One looks up at the mountain, and can barely see the top.  Clouds lick the sides of the mountain, like smoke coming off of a fire.  It is truly an awesome sight, in the sense that it is imposing and strikes fear and awe in not only the climber, but even in the observer who has no intention of climbing farther.

The walk-up to the mountain has been beautiful and challenging in its own way.  Trying to walk at an altitude above the tree line is a workout on the lungs of even the elite athlete.  But the real challenge lies ahead.  The first part of the mountain is known as the Khumbu Icefall.  It is an actual glacier, sheets of ice and snow that spreads over a large swath of the mountain.  Beneath the glacial sheets lurk dangers crevasses, empty gorges that open suddenly and are hundreds of feet deep.  A fall into a crevasse usually results in serious injury and sometimes death.  Ladders are carefully laid over the crevasses and climbers make their way gingerly over them and through the obstacles of the icefall.  

After the icefall, then the real danger begins.  This includes climbing up steep rocks and mountainsides that are covered with snow and ice.  High wind whips against people and equipment.  The air temperature is frigid.  And this is not even the worst part.  As people climb higher and higher, the air becomes thinner, and less rich with oxygen.  It becomes harder and harder to breathe.  Climbers must acclimatize themselves to the high altitude.  They must get used to the thin air.  They must train their lungs to survive on less oxygen.  They do this by establishing a series of camps at progressively higher altitudes on the mountain.  They establish one camp, then go higher and establish another.  They then retreat back to the first camp to rest their lungs, before ascending to camp two, then go to establish camp three, then back to camp two, then up to camp four, then back to three, then to four and finally the push for the summit itself.  The journey up Mount Everest takes weeks to achieve and before one actually achieves the summit, he or she has in reality ascended and descended sections of the mountain multiple times between the various camps.  Only between camp four and the summit is done by one time.  There are actually days when climbers descend rather than ascending as part of their overall ascent of the mountain.  As the saying goes, sometimes they have to go backward in order to go forward.  

Climbing Mount Everest is dangerous.  4.3 percent of climbers die on Mount Everest.  And we’re not talking “couch potatoes,” but elite climbers.  The fatality rate of 4.3 climbers per 100 is very high.  And reaching the summit of Mount Everest is a rare feat.  As of a year ago, only 3,142 people in the entire history of the world had stood atop the mountain.

There are at least three things that all climbers on Mount Everest share:

1. RESPECT for the Mountain.  No one approaches a climb up Mount Everest casually.  No one goes climbing up the mountain with a cocky attitude.  There is almost a reverence for the shear mass of rock and mountain, the high altitude, the danger and the challenge.  I guess there are a few people who are cocky going up the mountain—most of those, however, die.  They don’t’ make it.  The Mountain is very unforgiving to all its climbers, especially those who do not show proper respect for the dangers of the mountain.

2. TEAMWORK—there have been a handful of solo ascents up the Mountain but this is very exceptional and far from the norm.  Even the most experienced of mountain climbers and guides uses a team to pursue the summit.  Some members of the climbing team include “Sherpas,” or local Tibetan or Nepalese guides who spend their lives at high altitudes and are used to the thin air.  The Sherpas help guide expeditions and also ferry gear up and down the mountain for the “paying” customers.  Ropes are laid out ahead of climbers, sometimes by Sherpas, and sometimes by the climbers themselves.  There are coordinators and communicators who stay at base camp and direct the parties up the mountain, pointing out bad weather and other obstacles.  But, suffice to say, it is nearly impossible to ascend Everest alone, it requires a team of people.

3. STRENGTH-Going up Mount Everest is not for the physically weak.  It requires a great deal of physical strength to hike, to climb and to survive at a high altitude.  But it’s not only physical strength.  There needs to be mental strength as well.  As the air thins, the brain has a hard time functioning.  Even thinking and decision making becomes a major effort.  There are many more failures than successes on Mount Everest, even for elite climbers, many of whom have to turn back before the summit.  They simply lack the strength to complete the climb.  There is no one who has ever ascended the mountain without struggling.  And certainly, even from the low levels of the mountain, one takes great risk in attempting to ascend.

In Greek, the word for “saint” is “Agios.”  “Agios” means “the Holy One”.  So, in terms of climbing Mount Everest, the “Agious,” the saints, are the one who have reached the summit, the pinnacle, which is the Kingdom of God.  The Kingdom of God is attained only by God’s Grace at the end of life, but we get snippets of the Kingdom even in this life.  But the Saints are the ones who have climbed the Mountain successfully.  

“Agios” also means “set apart.”  When we hear in the Liturgy, “Ta Agia tis Agiois,” it means the “Holy Gifts for the Holy People of God.”  Yet, if no one in the church on earth has reached the summit of faith, then who are the “Holy People”?  The “Holy People” are those who are trying to become saints, those who are trying to set themselves apart from the secular world to focus on the spiritual world.  They are the ones on the mountain who are struggling to reach the top.  They have left the safety of the base and are somewhere on the mountain, struggling, climbing, getting higher and higher towards the pinnacle, God.  

The Christian life is a lot like climbing Mount Everest.  To reach the summit, one has to climb.  He cannot just stand at the bottom and look up with interest or even awe.  If you want to reach the summit, you have to climb, and no one can climb for you.  

But we know from the experiences of those climbing the Mountain, that some on the mountain are climbing with vigor.  Others are resting at one of the camps.  Others are even retreating for rest, letting their lungs strengthen.  Some are acclimatizing, waiting for their bodies to become ready for an ascent to higher altitudes.  But all are on the mountain, and to some degree, all are “climbing.”  

Heaven is like the summit of Mount Everest.  It is the pinnacle of the Christian life.  It is the ultimate destination, the ultimate goal.  However, just like with Mount Everest, not everyone will make it.  Many will fall, some even fatally.  

There is a beautiful icon called the “Ladder of Divine Ascent.”  It shows a ladder that goes from the lower left corner to the upper right corner of the icon.  The lower left corner is earth.  The upper right corner is heaven.  And the lower right corner is hell.  Ascending the ladder are priests and bishops, ostensibly the most pious of the Christians.  Above the ladder are angels, and below the ladder are demons.  The demons are trying to knock the priests and bishops off of the ladder and are successfully in getting many of them to fall.  And so the icons shows the bodies of the bishops and priests falling towards hell.  

St. John Chrysostom wrote in his book “On the Priesthood,” that the road to hell is paved with the skulls of dead priests and bishops.  Yes, the ladder doesn’t go across an icefall on Mount Everest, but ascending to God through the obstacles of this life is indeed a treacherous journey, fraught with challenge and temptation.  And even the best can fall.  Not only priests and bishops, but plenty of lay people as well.  

Like the walk-up to Mount Everest, the “walk-up” to the Church and the Christianity is beautiful, tranquil, not very challenging.  The first time one sees an Orthodox Church, they are usually awe-inspired at the beauty of the icons, the smell of incense from the last service, the peaceful light of candles burning, the sense of mystery behind the icon screen, the majesty of the Altar Table, the ornate decorations.  These things are impressive, no doubt.  But just like walking up to Mount Everest, you haven’t achieved anything just by looking at the Mountain.  You don’t become one with the Mountain until you take your first steps on it.  You don’t reach the summit until you’ve risked life and surmounted continuous challenge.  

I’ve visited many houses over the years of my ministry that have beautiful icon corners.  People have proudly shown me icons that are hand-painted, or made of precious metal, or have been in the family for generations.  And some of these houses and icons belong to people who rarely, if ever, come to church.  Some people with beautiful icons never pray in front of them.  Some people wear ornate crosses but sit in judgment of priests and constantly talk badly about others.  There are many people who gaze at the Mountain of God and never really begin to climb.  They can’t bring themselves to pray, to repent of sins, to go to confession, to struggle, or to really try.  And so, years go by and they never really get anywhere.  They just sit at the bottom of the mountain, looking up, perhaps even criticizing those who are climbing.  

Serious climbers on Mount Everest don’t spend much time looking at other climbers.  They look ahead to the summit and to their team that is helping them get there.  The climbers ahead or the climbers below don’t really matter.  In fact the climb of Mount Everest is really a challenge against oneself, one’s own willpower and inner strength.  

As Christians, climbing a ladder of ascent to God, we too experience a challenge.  Actually we experience lots of challenges.  It is a challenge to live a Christian life when so many around you are not Christian, or do not practice Christian values.  It is a challenge to live a Christian life in a world where there are so MANY opportunities to participate in unchristian things—whether it is watching a TV show that goes against Christian values, or entering a gossip-filled conversation, or falling prey to other temptations like stealing, or swearing, or cheating, or lying, or worse.  Staying focused on God is a constant struggle—it’s a struggle to keep climbing while avoiding temptations, the demons swirling around the ladder trying to tear us off of it.

There is actually danger in being a Christian.  Doing the right thing is hard, especially in the face of criticism and peer pressure.  To stay true to God and to your Christian calling is going to at some point bring you ridicule and consternation, even from your peers.  Our basic human frailty drags us away from God.  I confess that I don’t do the right thing all the time because doing the right thing gets hard at times, and sometimes I’m tired, or even lazy and don’t do the right thing.  

Just like the climber on Mt. Everest, there are three things that successful Christians do:

1. They show RESPECT—Just as even the most talented climber respects the harsh conditions on Mt. Everest, and doesn’t become cocky or arrogant in a climb, so, too, the devout Christian comes to God with a great sense of respect, a great sense of honor, humility and unworthiness.  Those who are truly Christian strive to approach God on God’s terms, rather than on their own.  They strive to obey the commandments of God with joy, not merely obligation or fear.

2. Christians work as a team—there is a saying, “one Christian is no Christian.”  Part of being a Christian is relational.  We exist in relation to other Christians.  So, the Christian who sees himself or herself as part of a team is:

a. Charitable—they offer freely and joyfully of what they have to the “team.”

b. Not divisive—Christians are unifiers, not dividers.

c. Inclusive—see God in everyone and try to include others and bring others to Christ.  They do not see themselves as part of an exclusive group or club or clique.  

d. Purposeful—A Christian has one eye on the present, but one eye on the future and the future goal of salvation.  Likewise, the successful church not only ministers for today, but looks to the future, and offers it’s ministries in a way that uses prudent planning and thoughts for the future.

If you don’t feel like you are part of the team at the church, why is that?  Is it that you haven’t been welcomed properly? Is it that you haven’t made the time to become part of the team?

3. Christians struggle—There is no one who has ever ascended Mount Everest without a struggle.  And there is no one who has successfully navigated the path of the Christian life without some sense of struggle.  For the true Christian, struggle is caused by a) the devil, who tries to drag down those who are really trying.  And struggle is caused by people, even some well-intentioned people, who try to drag down the committee Christian.  If you have never experience “struggle” in your life, or “struggle” with being a Christian, this might be something you’d like to talk about or read about.  
Use this month to evaluate where you are on the mountain of Christianity, on your ascent to God.  And remember, the Church is not here for those who have made it, but for those who are struggling.  The pinnacle of Christianity is the end—the entrance into the Kingdom of God.  And no one is there yet.  Thus, all those who are affiliated with the church fall into one of three categories—they are either struggling to climb (because the climb is always a struggle, but a joyful one), resting, or admiring from below.  

If you are resting because you are tired, there is no sin in that.  No one can vigorously climb all the time.  Just don’t stop—keep up the climb.  

If you are admiring from afar and have not begun the climb, get started.

And if you are struggling to climb, keep up the struggle—the reward will be well worth it, I believe that!

At some point, we all need to climb.  And our Church is here to help lay the path, to assist the climber, to give rest to the tired climber, and to give encouragement to the one who hasn’t yet begun the climb.  

Good news: Unlike the ascent up Mount Everest, the climb up the ladder of Divine Ascent cannot kill you.  What can kill you is not making the climb!
With love in the Lord,

+Fr. Stavros 

Liturgical Schedule for October

Sunday, October 7

Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Altar Boys: Captains and St. Matthew (Nicholas Kavouklis, Karter Lenardos, Gregory Koutroumanis, Harry Koutroumanis, Brigham Sibley)

Ushers: Brett Mourer, Kevin Fentress, Ippokratis Kantzios

Coffee Hour: Choir-Church Musicians’ Sunday

Sunday, October 14

Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Altar Boys: Captains and St. Mark (John Karamitsanis, Lukas Karamitsanis, George Hambos, Andrew Mellon-Lynn, Nicholas Yotis, Tyler Shanahan)

Ushers: Amin Hanhan, George Mitseas, Mike Trimis

Coffee Hour: Philoptochos

Sunday, October 21

Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Altar Boys: Captains and St. Luke (Yonathan Alem, Christos Nenos, Peter Makrides, Alexios Diniaco, Nicholas Katzaras, James Katzaras)

Ushers: Chris Kavouklis, George Fellios, Florin Patrasciou

Coffee Hour: Glendi Dancers (with bake sale also)

Monday, October 22

Evening Divine Liturgy for Feast of St. James





Orthros 5:00 p.m.
Divine Liturgy of St. James 6:00 p.m.

Friday, October 26

Feast of St. Demetrios





Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, October 28

Feast of the Holy Protection of the Virgin Mary (OXI Day)





Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Altar Boys: Captains and St. John (Mihail Kaburis, Michael James, Dean Mitseas, Dominic Garcia, George Tsillas, Nicholas Alsina)

Ushers: Pete Trakas, Ed Gerecke, David Voykin

Coffee Hour: Daughters of Penelope—OXI Day/Founders’ Day Event

Thursday, November 1
Feast of the Holy Unmerceanaries, Sts. Cosmas and Damian





Orthros 9:00 a.m.
 Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, November 4

Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Altar Boys: Captains and St. Matthew (Nicholas Kavouklis, Karter Lenardos, Gregory Koutroumanis, Harry Koutroumanis, Brigham Sibley)

Ushers: Nick Kavouklis, Gregory Tisdale, Demetrios Halkias

Coffee Hour: Daughters of Penelope 

Weekday Liturgies in October

Liturgy of St. James—to be celebrated Monday, October 22
The Orthodox Church celebrates four different Divine Liturgies throughout the liturgical year.  The most prominent is the Divine Liturgy written by St. John Chrysostom, which is celebrated almost every Sunday and on most feast days.  The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great is celebrated 10 times a year—on the eve of Christmas, the eve of Epiphany, on the five Sundays of Lent, Holy Thursday morning, Holy Saturday morning, and on the feast of St. Basil, which is January 1.  The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is celebrated on Wednesday and Fridays of Great Lent and the mornings of Holy Monday, Holy Tuesday and Holy Wednesday.  The Divine Liturgy of St. James is celebrated only once a year, on his feastday, which is October 23. The Liturgy of St. James will be celebrated on Monday evening, October 22, the evening before his feastday.

The Divine Liturgy of St. James is the oldest of the Divine Liturgies and is also the longest. It was written around 70 A.D. making it the oldest Eucharistic service in the entire Christian world.  Among the interesting things about this service is that by the end of the first century, the structure of the Liturgy we celebrate today was already loosely in place. The Liturgy begins not in the altar, but in the Narthex of the church, as was the custom of the early church.  The priest and faithful enter the church together from the narthex, and the next part of the service is conducted on the solea, with the priest facing the people.  The priestly prayers, while very long in the liturgy, reveal a beauty and completeness which would later be shortened by St. Basil and even more by St. John Chrysostom.  The most unique part of this service comes at the reception of Holy Communion.  In this liturgy and this liturgy only, it has become the custom for the faithful to receive Holy Communion in separate elements, in similar fashion with how the clergy commune.  The communicants first receive the Holy Body of Christ in their hands and consume it, and then drink from the Holy Chalice.  This is a special beautiful tradition which will be continues at St. John, and it is encouraged that all who attend this service fast beforehand and prepare to receive Holy Communion at this Liturgy.  

The Liturgy of St. James will be held on Monday, October 22 at 6:00 p.m.

Feast of St. Demetrios-October 26-St. Demetrios was born into a wealthy and distinguished Christian family in the Greek City of Thessaloniki in the late 3rd century.  Demetrios was noted for his wisdom, and was a good speaker and polished orator.  St. Demetrios was also a distinguished soldier.  Thessaloniki was known for popular gladiatorial games which attracted the local pagans.  Travelling with the Emperor Galerius after a military victory, Demetrios stopped in Thessaloniki, where many pagans, who were jealous of his successful life, denounced him as a Christian before the emperor, who ordered Demetrios put in prison.  A man named Nestor befriended Demetrios in prison.  The Emperor went to the arena to see his favorite gladiator, Lyaios and offered a reward to whomever could defeat him.  Nestor accepted the challenge, and through the prayers of St. Demetrios, defeated the giant.  When Nestor refused to kill Lyaios, because he had been helped by the “God of Demetrios”, the Emperor ordered that both be killed.  This occurred in the year 306.  We commemorate St. Demetrios on  October 26 and St. Nestor on October 27.
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Philoptochos is an army of women whose collective drive, dedication and heart help those who need it most. Philoptochos is compassion; love; and strength.  Philoptochos is YOU.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR KICK OFF MEETING OCTOBER 7th FOLLOWING CHURCH SERVICES.

Parish Registry

Baptism-Ava (Evangelia) Madill, daughter of Chad and Stephanie Madill, was baptized on Sunday, September 16.  Godparents were Angela Schopke, Matt and Rebekah Luttrell.  Na Sas Zisi!
Baptism-Jaxon (Maximus) Horack, son of Scott and Irene Horack, was baptized on Sunday, September 16.  Godparent was Katerina Gerakios.  Na Sas Zisi!

Condolences to Florin Patrasciou on the passing of his father, Mircea Nicolae, on September 19.  May his memory be eternal!
Community News

Meet our New Office Staff, Christine Bostrom and Brandi Ramos—As you know, we have gone through some changes in our church office.  Christine Bostrom was hired to be our Church Administrator/Book-keeper in July.  Her email address is christinestjohntpa@gmail.com.  Brandi Ramos is going to be our Church Secretary.  Her email address is brandistjohntpa@gmail.com.  When you have the opportunity, please stop by the office and meet them.  Please begin sending correspondence to them at their respective email addresses.  Christine’s hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Brandi’s hours are 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  Welcome aboard Christine and Brandi!

Greek Festival Preparations-Our Annual Greek Festival will be held November 9-10-11.  We need EVERYONE’S HELP.  Weekly announcements in the bulletin will keep you informed of baking dates and other preparations needed as the Festival approaches.  Also, in October, there will be sign-up sheets in the Kourmolis Center during the coffee hour to sign up volunteers to work at the festival.  Again, we need EVERYONE’S HELP to make this year’s festival a success.  Please participate in the preparation as you are able to, and please, everyone sign up to work at the Festival so we can have another successful festival this year.  

Baking dates that have been set so far include:

Koulourakia


October 1-2

Kourembiethes and Finikia
October 8-9

Tsoureki


October 15

MORE DATES WILL BE ANNOUNCED—Check the weekly bulletin

All baking sessions start at 10:00 a.m.  Any questions, please contact Mary Nenos at 813-935-2096.

Get Acquainted Sunday-October 7—In an effort to get to know one another better, we are going to continue our “get acquainted Sundays” the first Sunday of each month.  We will have nametags and markers in the entry way of the Kourmolis Center and will ask that each person put one on during coffee hour and introduce yourself to at least one person that you do not know.  This will serve to help us increase our fellowship and sense of community.   Our “Get Acquainted Sunday” for August will be Sunday, October 7.

Meeting Schedule for October
Sunday
7
Philoptochos


After Liturgy
Zaharias Room

Tuesday
9
Young at Heart

11:00 a.m.
Zaharias Room

Sunday 
14
GOYA



5:00 p.m.
Kourmolis Center

Tuesday
16
Festival


6:45 p.m.
Multi-Purpose Room

Sunday
21
AHEPA/Daughters

After Liturgy
Check with each group

Sunday
28
JOY/HOPE Fall Festival
4:00 p.m.
Lunch area

Tuesday
30
Festival


6:45 p.m.
Multi-Purpose Room

Ministries

Bible Study

Bible Study is held on Monday evenings from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the multi-purpose room.  The class is led by Dr. Bill Manikas.  All are welcome to join us for evenings of lecture/discussion on the Orthodox faith.

GOYA

October Meeting-The GOYA Meeting for October will be held on Sunday, October 14 from 5:00-7:30 p.m. in the Kourmolis Center.  Dinner, as always, will be provided.

HOPE/JOY

Fall Harvest Festival-On October 28, our HOPE/JOY (ages 3-6th Grade) will have a fall harvest festival.  Please see enclosed flyer for details.

Philoptochos

The Philoptochos meeting for October will be Sunday, October 7, following the Divine Liturgy in the Zaharias Room.
Choir
Sunday, October 7th is Church Musicians Sunday.  On this day, the feast day of St. Romanos, the patron saint of music, all choir members and psaltis are honored and recognized.  A special tray will be passed.  We sincerely thank our choir, under the direction of Artie Palios, as well as Nick Andreadakis, our chanter, for their tireless work in chanting the beautiful services of our church. The Choir will also sponsor the coffee hour.

Community Outreach Initiative
Thank you to all of our dedicated volunteers who have faithfully dedicated their Saturday morning to feeding the homeless at the First Presbyterian Soup Kitchen, which is a partnership with Metropolitan Ministries.  Each month we feed over 120 guests.  We will continue volunteering on the third Saturday of the month (October 20, November 17, December 15).  Please consider getting involved in this ministry!  Contact Betty Katherine Palios at bettypalios@gmail.com or 813-468-1596 to get on the e-mail listserver to sign up.
Stewardship




September 15, 2012


September 15, 2011

Number of Steward Families

283




307

Amount Pledged


$279,291



$278,000

Total Collected


$230,283



$214,027

For those who have pledged this year, thank you for your generous support of St. John Greek Orthodox Church.  For those who have not pledged, please send in your pledge form today.  Extra forms are available in the church office .As you can see, we are a little behind last year’s pace in terms of forms received, so if you haven’t pledged for 2012, please do so today.  If you are new in the community, it is important to pledge for the remainder of 2012.  Remember, the church relies on your generosity to not only keep it’s door open, but to offer it’s many ministries.  We all benefit from the church.  We all must do our part in support of our church!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF ST. JOHN GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH IN TAMPA
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS:

On September 23rd the Sunday School participated in our first YOUTH SUNDAY SERVICE.  Our students sang the Liturgical Hymns with the choir.  Angelina Bartucci read the Epistle  and Christopher Scarfogliero joined her for the Creed.  Our two Narthex Angels were Nedi Ferekides and Arianna Krinos.  The congregation of St. John’s is truly blessed to have such wonderful children.

We are proud to announce that the PROSFORO for the Youth Sunday Service was made by our 5th and 6th graders.  Those students arrived an hour early for church, the Sunday before, to make the seven loaves that were needed for this service.  We would like to thank Mary Nenos and Melissa Krinos for helping us make this special bread.  Our plan is for the children of St. John’s to make the Prosforo for every Youth Sunday Service.

The Sunday School sponsored the Coffee Hour on Sept 23rd.   We served a Pancake Breakfast to honor our Godparents.  Godparents were welcomed to go to Sunday School with their Godchildren.  We would also like to thank the Hambos Family for preparing this delicous meal.  The fifth and sixth graders served this breakfast to our parishioners.

CLASS PICTURES were taken on Sept. 16th and 23rd.  We would like to thank Edie Kavouklis and Rebecca Diniaco for take these pictures and donating the prints for our bulletin board display in the hall.

This year we will NOT have our monthly perfect attendance awards.  Instead each classroom will create their own attendance incentive.  Teachers will also reach out to students who are absent frequently through e-mails, phone calls etc.  We will have Attendance Awards at the end of the year acknowledging only 2 absences, only 1 absence, and Perfect Attendance. 

The Sunday School has been busy collecting cereal for the less fortunate.  Our goal is to collect over 100 CEREAL BOXES.  If you would like to help our cause, please drop off your donations in our church hall.
SEPTEMBER 9TH Sunday School Lesson UPDATE:

PRE-SCHOOL:  The class discussed the fact that God created us and also loves us.  Reviewed what is expected in class and what will happen this year.  The students made and wore "God Loves Us" badges.

KINDERGARTEN:  The class spent time getting to know each other.  They reviewed making the sign of the cross and what it means.  The children discussed the power of daily "phone calls" to God via prayer.

FIRST GRADE:  God made every person special.  The students made paper dolls to look like themselves.  Afterwards the children mixed and matched pieces to see what would happen if they looked like another student.  The class learned about the holy day: Elevation of the Cross.  They colored an icon of this feast day.   

SECOND GRADE:  Jesus said, "Love one another."  The class discussed examples of love and kindness.  They also shared thoughts about their family and friends.  

THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE:  Introductions, understanding of the Ecclesiastical Church Calendar year, and the Elevation of the Cross.

FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE:  Introductions and the Holy Trinity.  We used three candles and three flames to demonstrate the Holy Trinity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  When we put the three flames together it became ONE flame.  There is only one God.  We also read a book called "3 in 1, a picture of God", which explains the Holy Trinity using an apple (the peel, the flesh and the core).

SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE:  Activities and icebreakers to get to know everyone.  

HIGH SCHOOL:  Introductions by answering the following questions:  Who are you?, How do you identify yourself?, Why are you here?, What do you enjoy about Sunday School?
SEPTEMBER 16TH Sunday School Lesson UPDATE:

PRE-SCHOOL:  The class learned about creation. God created the Heavens, the Earth and all things. The students made a craft to go with this lesson.  The teacher went over their classroom attendance incentive program.  

KINDERGARTEN:  Class discussion of what the first line of the Lords Prayer means in real terms.  What does it mean to BE KIND & how can we do it?  How can we show God we love him in many creative ways?  This led to the idea of taking care of God's House with money to keep it going.  The class decorated their class treasure chest of "For God's House" and each child was given a quarter to put into the chest..  The class will continue this "monetary care of God's house" with the children's donations each week.  

FIRST GRADE:  Lesson:  God Helps Us to Learn.  

SECOND GRADE:  The class learned about God's Love and how God created everything and gave us many special talents.  The students drew pictures of their God-given gifts and read the story of Adam and Eve.

THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE:  Lesson:  People feel happy when they share.  Discussed the Icon, "The Hospitality of Abraham" and the story of Abraham and Sarah receiving the news from angels that they will have a son.

FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE: Our lesson on Sunday was a followup to the Prosforo making. The students not only learned how and why we make Prosforo, they also learned about the Disko/Star and the religious seal used on this holy bread.  The students made their own Disko/Star to bring home.  Discussed the Feast Day of the Elevation of the Holy Cross.

SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE:  Gospel Lesson and the Elevation of the Cross.

HIGH SCHOOL:  Understanding the Gospel Reading:  "How to deny ourselves and take up our cross."  Introduction to "Heaven on Earth - The Divine Liturgy"

Please feel free to contact us with any questions, suggestions, or comments regarding St. John’s Sunday School Program.  Parents:  If you do not receive our weekly e-mails about our Sunday School Program, please contact Vickie Peckham at 406-5626 or e-mail her at rpeckham@tampabay.rr.com. 
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Metropolitan Methodios, representing Archbishop Demetrios, offers prayer at Republican National Convention

Document Actions

On August 29, 2012, His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston, who represented His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America on behalf of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, offered the Orthodox Christian prayer at the Republican National Convention in Tampa, FL.  The prayer was offered immediately following the acceptance speech of vice presidential nominee Paul Ryan. Originally, the Archbishop was scheduled to offer the benediction but was unable to do so due to his travel to the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople.
Metropolitan Methodios also met with several officials of the Republican Party including the Greek Orthodox Chairman of the RNC Reince Priebus, who is a member of the Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in America.
Below is the prayer offered at this evening's Republican National Convention:
Let us pray,

"O Heavenly King, Comforter, the Spirit of truth Who is ever present and fills all things, the Treasure of all blessings and source of life, we beseech you to dwell in our hearts"[1] as we hold in prayer our brethren who suffer the ravages of Hurricane Isaac. Embrace them in your love and keep them safe. Enable us to reach out to them in acts of philanthropy and generosity.

As we close this evening's program, we pray that You bless and inspire the delegates of this Republican Convention to be your devoted servants and dedicated citizens of our great country. They have nominated two of your faithful sons, Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan, to serve the highest offices of this beloved land, a nation which has always opened its embrace to welcome "the tired, the poor and the huddled masses, all the tempest tossed to breathe free"[2] a nation that has always been a model of peace, justice and the rule of law. Shine in the hearts of the nominees of this convention the radiant light of Your divine will.  Imbue them and Chairman Reince Priebus, Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate with insight, wisdom, and boldness, with courage, compassion and competence.

Tonight, we remember the intrepid members of our armed forces who place themselves in harm's way in defense of our freedom, and like our Founding Fathers, are steadfast in keeping America the Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave.

May every American be more sensitive:

To the neglected and forgotten

To those who have been victims of discrimination and crime

To those who are hungry and homeless

To those with no jobs and little hope

Help us, Lord, to break down the walls of enmity and distrust, and show us the way to a new era of peace, equality and opportunity. Strengthen the hand of America as it reaches out to clasp the hands of our brethren throughout the world to build bridges of understanding. May we rediscover the path that leads one to another, and all to You. Amen.

Metropolitan Nicholas, Representing Archbishop Demetrios, Delivers the Invocation at the Democratic National Convention

 His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit, representing Archbishop Demetrios of America delivered the invocation at the official opening of the Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, NC.  Originally,  Archbishop Demetrios was scheduled to offer the opening prayer, at the invitation of President Barack Obama, but was unable to do so due to his travel schedule.

While in Charlotte, Metropolitan Nicholas met with several officials of the Democratic Party. 

The text of the uplifting prayer as delivered by Metropolitan Nicholas follows: 

O God most pure and Author of all creation; As you spoke to us of old, Speak to our hearts anew;

You who had fellowship with Abraham and Sarah, Come and stay in our midst;

As You led your people through the wilderness, Lead us now, as the Democratic National Convention opens its deliberations for the benefit of the people and the land of these United States;

You have brought us here from every place on earth, that Native Americans and Immigrant Americans, People of Color and of every Tongue, might find not just hope, but a land which seeks life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

Grant to all here a deep and abiding respect for the task at hand, so that our common efforts will perfect our desire that law and government be for, by and of the people.

Assist us to set aside personal differences, so that our unity of purpose will be rise above us all as an enduring symbol of freedom.

Let freedom reign in our hearts so that we would never fear to lead the oppressed to freedom; never fear to give shelter to the homeless and displaced; never fear to treat our neighbor as our selves; to give dignity and opportunity, as in Detroit and elsewhere in America, to the struggling unemployed and less fortunate brothers and sisters in this great land. Let us never be afraid.

While our prayers and assistance are with those affected by Hurricane Isaac, we trust in You, O Lord, that your gracious love will be with our President, Barack Obama, with our Vice-President, Joseph Biden; with all of our public officials and those who serve the good of this Nation.

We ask also that You preserve and protect those who stand in harm’s way, as they defend and serve for the benefit of all.

Come and be with us, O Mighty God, as fortress and deliverer, so that through You, and by the faithful and strong leadership of our government, we shall rejoice knowing that our children and our children’s children will know peace and every blessing.

To You be glory forever.            Amen.

From the outside looking in to the inside looking out    by Jon Irwin

I was baptized into the Southern Baptist Church at the age of five and I cannot recall a time when I did not consider myself a Christian.  My mother read all of us Bible stories every night before bedtime. Sunday School in a “SolaScriptura” (Bible only) Protestant church was just as important, if not more important, than the worship.  The highlight of the service was the sermon.  If the delivery was good it was considered a good worship experience and all was well.  If it was not then a discussion would ensue on the way home about how it made you feel and what the poor pastor could have done to make it better.   I never knew any other way to live but being Baptist.  Everyone I knew was a Baptist.  As far as I knew the whole world was Baptist.  Even after I left home I stayed inside the Baptist church because I was comfortable there.  I was saved and “once saved always saved “was our motto. 
It wasn’t until I met my wife, Pam, that I ever had a thought about leaving the Baptist church.  Pam is the daughter of an Independent Baptist pastor.  She has a hobby of studying church history.  She has a brilliant and uncommonly inquisitive mind.  She not only studied Baptist history but other Protestant churches as well.  She had even considered the Catholic faith as a possibility.  We were both taught from our Baptist upbringing that the Catholics were evil and were not Christians at all but worshipped the Virgin Mary.  Our research into the Catholic Church found it to be a Christian Church. We learned new terms like “apostolic succession”.  The ancient roots of what we found were inviting however some of the “new dogma” such as the immaculate conception of Mary (being born without sin),  purgatory, indulgences and other dogma created and instituted into the church by Pope Pius IX in the 1800’s gave us pause.  By reading and studying the subject over a period of nine years, we stumbled onto the Eastern Orthodox Church.   We discovered the writings of the early church fathers and from there it was a short trip to the ancient church.  I found two Orthodox churches in the Tampa area, the largest one being Saint John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church.  Because I did not speak Greek I was a bit apprehensive about attending and decided to try the Bible study class first before attending a worship service.  It was taught by Fr. Stavros who gave me other study aids about becoming Orthodox.  I stayed in the Bible study for a year before braving a Sunday in the Church.  The following year, joined by our new godparents Brett and Ana Mourer and Bebe Blackburn, we were chrismated into the Orthodox church on Lazarus Saturday.  

It was a long and arduous journey investigating various churches - Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian and  Roman Catholic.  Finally, by the grace of God, we were home.  When I viewed the Orthodox Church from the outside, through the prism of my Protestant faith, it looked like Eastern and Western churches (Catholic and Orthodox) were the same church.   Then like the blind man in the Scriptures, I saw clearly what I once had missed.  I now have both an appreciation of the Biblical knowledge I gained as a Baptist and the fullness of the faith that I have gained from the ancient church which kept her theology pristine.  Now I actually experience the transcendence of time in the Divine Liturgy.  We experience true worship and visualize from the icons that all of the saints and the heavenly host of angels who had been singing their eternal praises to the Almighty God join with us in worship.  This is no longer strange to me now – my understanding has changed.   I was no longer on the outside looking in. I was on the inside looking in -at the true body and blood of Christ with a grateful heart and awe.   I am communing with the All Mighty God.
Jon and Pam Irwin are members of our parish.  They attend Bible Study and Jon works for the bookstore.
Role of Women in the New Testament  By Dr. Bill Manikas

The Orthodox Church sees women as equal with men. Genesis 1: 26-31 and 2:5-25 contain two creation stories. They express the relationship between humanity and God, the Creator. Secondly, it expresses the relationship between man and woman within the God-man relationship. God created man (Generic sense) in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them (Gn.1:27).

When Jesus came into this world, He did not come as a political agitator or a reformer of the traditional mores of society in which he was born. He did not spend His time transgressing the customs of His time. Christ was concerned with interior truth, conversion and changing of the heart, to open man’s heart so he could enter the kingdom of God. But this change of heart has to be expressed in action.

Jesus did not encourage women to take on roles or life styles that were considered masculine in the culture of the time. The women Jesus associated with were busy with household chores and served at the table. Some of the women were prostitutes. The women who followed Him were not sent back to their husbands and to their pots and pans. 

He praised Mary of Bethany who left domestic chores to her sister, Martha. He did not separate his listeners into women and men, but addressed the rich, the Pharisees and the scribes. What counted for Jesus was the here and now.

Jesus fully assumed his historical condition as a masculine human being, but the values he exalted, as in the Sermon on the Mount, which according to today’s western cultural tradition are suppose to be feminine—gentleness,, humility (Mat. 11:29), forgiveness, nonviolence (Mat.5). 

Jesus is not portrayed as masculine, unfeeling, but He cried (Jn11:34-35) at his friend’s tomb. In dealing with women, He did not display domination or seduction Jesus took care of the sick, physically and morally weak men as well as women. He treated them and then put them back on their feet. Matt 9:2; Mk 2:3; Lk5:18 and Lk 13:10-13.

In Matt 15 and Mark 7:28 we see Jesus speaking to women. He asked them questions and allowed them to ask Him questions---the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well or the Syro-Phoenician woman. For Jesus they were real persons, not sexual individuals. He had fruitful dialogues with them. His disciples were surprised by this attitude which contrasted so sharpely with rabbinical principles (Jn4:27 and Lk7:39).

Among His intimate friends included women. Besides Peter, James and John, His friends included Martha, Mary of Bethany and Mary of Magdala. There is total equality among men and women. He did not treat men and woman stereotypically. Jesus respected the differences of His friends. He respected feminine sensitivity when the sinful woman’s (Lk7:36-50) tears fell on His feet, she wiped them with her hair and kissed them. This may have put Him in an awkward position but He did not rebuke her. He saw in her faith and love as opposed to the coldness of His host, Simon the Pharisee.

Jesus neither scorned nor feared sexuality. He performed His first miracle at the Wedding of Cana. His presence changed the earthly joy of conjugal union into the anticipated joy of the messianic kingdom. In His encounter with everyone, Jesus is opening the door to His Kingdom. It is Mary of Magdala who first encountered the Resurrected Christ and announces to the Apostles that Jesus has resurrected.
Dr. Bill Manikas is the Vice-President of the Parish Council, teaches our Adult Bible Study and sings in the choir.
Even though we are not Catholic, the points in the following article ring true for us as well:

Why do Catholics leave, and what can be done about it?

FATHER ROBERT BARRON
I saw an advance copy of a survey by William J. Byron and Charles Zech, which will appear in the April 30th edition of America magazine.
It was conducted at the request of David O'Connell, the bishop of Trenton, and its focus was very simple: it endeavored to discover why Catholics have left the church.
No one denies that a rather substantive number of Catholics have taken their leave during the past 20 years, and Byron and Zech wanted to find out why. They did so in the most direct way possible and asked those who had quit.
The answers they got were, in many ways, predictable. Lots of people cited the church's teachings on divorce and re-marriage, gay marriage, contraception, and the ordination of women. These matters, of course, have been exhaustively discussed in the years following Vatican II, and I'd be willing to bet that anyone, even those vaguely connected to the Church, could rehearse the arguments on both sides of those issues.
But there just isn't a lot that the church can do about them. No bishop or pastor could make a policy adjustment and announce that divorced and re-married people can receive communion or that a gay couple can come to the altar to be married or a woman present herself for ordination.
What struck me about the survey, however, was that many of the issues that led people to leave the church are indeed matters that can be addressed.
Many of the respondents commented that they left because of "bad customer relations." One woman said that she felt "undervalued by the church" and found "no mentors." Many more said that their pastors were "arrogant, distant, aloof, and insensitive," and still others said that their experiences over the phone with parish staffers were distinctly negative. Now I fully understand that parish priests and lay ministers are on the front lines and hence are the ones who often have to say "no" when a parishioner asks for something that just can't be granted. Sometimes the recipient of that "no" can all too facilely accuse the one who says it as arrogant or indifferent. Nevertheless, the survey can and should be a wake-up call to church leaders — both clerical and non-clerical — that simple kindness, compassion, and attention go a rather long way.
I distinctly remember the advice that my first pastor — a wonderful and pastorally skillful priest — gave to the parish  secretary: "for many people, you are the first contact they have with the Catholic Church; you exercise, therefore, an indispensable ministry." One respondent to the survey observed that whenever he asked a priest about a controversial issue, he "got rules, and not an invitation to sit down and talk."
Unfair? Perhaps. But every priest, even when ultimately he has to say "no," can do so in the context of a relationship predicated upon love and respect.
[image: image2]
A second major concern that can and should be addressed is that of bad preaching. Again and again, people said that they left the church because homilies were "boring, irrelevant, poorly prepared," or "delivered in an impenetrable accent." Again, speaking as someone who is called upon to give sermons all the time, I realize how terribly difficult it is to preach, how it involves skill in public speaking, attention to the culture, expertise in biblical interpretation, and sensitivity to the needs and interests of an incredibly diverse audience.
That said, homilists can make a great leap forward by being attentive to one fact: sermons become boring in the measure that they don't propose something like answers to real questions.
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When the homily both reminds people how thirsty they are and provides water to quench the thirst, people will listen.
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All of the biblical exegesis and oratorical skill in the world will be met with a massive "so what?" if the preacher has not endeavored to correlate the "answers" he provides with the "questions" that beguile the hearts of the people to whom he speaks. Practically every Gospel involves an encounter between Jesus and a person — Peter, Mary Magdalene, Nicodemus, Zacchaeus, etc. — who is questioning, wondering, suffering, or seeking. An interesting homily identifies that longing and demonstrates, concretely, how Jesus fulfills it. When the homily both reminds people how thirsty they are and provides water to quench the thirst, people will listen.
A third eminently correctable problem is one that I will admit I had never thought about before reading this survey. Many of the respondents commented that, after they left the church, no one from the parish contacted them or reached out to them in any way. Now again, I can anticipate and fully understand the objections from pastoral people: many Catholic parishes are huge — upwards of three or four thousand families — and staffs are small.
Yet, just as major corporations, serving millions of people, attend carefully to lost customers, so Catholic parishes should prioritize an outreach to those who have drifted (or stormed) away. A phone call, a note, an e-mail, a pastoral visit — anything that would say, "We've noticed you're not coming to Mass anymore. Can we help? Can you tell us what, if anything, we've done wrong? We'd love to see you back with us."
The problem of Catholics leaving the church is, obviously, serious and complex, and anyone who would suggest an easy solution is naïve. However, having listened to a representative sample of those who have left, parishes, priests, and church administrators might take some relatively simple and direct steps that would go a long way toward ameliorating the situation.
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TAMPA GREEK FESTIVAL 2012

Our 2011 Festival was a resounding success! Festival profit for 2011 was $75,000! That was a $20,000 increase over the previous year! Let’s challenge ourselves, as a community, the break that record and increase another $20,000!

Last year’s Festival ushered in many changes that were happily received by our guests and our community. Last year’s OPA! Tent added much needed additional seating and a great entertainment venue which added new energy to the event. Guests and workers alike enjoyed the outside party atmosphere. Our food and hospitality were at its best.

It takes a lot of hands and hearts to put on an event like this. Our Festival committee is made up of dedicated volunteers who spend countless hours preparing for the event.  Our committee this year is:
FESTIVAL CHAIRMAN – Katherine Sakkis                      
                   ksakkis@gmail.com
	ADVERTISING - Catherine Mitseas
	
	
	
	cmitseas@verizon.net

	BAKING- Mary Nenos
	
	
	
	marynenos@gmail.com

	BAKLAVA SUNDAE - GOYA
	
	
	
	egerecke@carltonfields.com

	BOOKSTORE - Bill Manikas
	
	
	
	manrou2000@yahoo.com

	BUFFET/KITCHEN - George Hambos/Dean Koutroumanis
	
	dhambos@msn.com

	
	
	
	
	dkoutrou@verizon.net

	BUFFET LINE- Donna Hambos
	
	
	
	dhambos@msn.com

	DECORATING- Joann Hartung’/Victoria Melton
	
	
	jshartung@verizon.net

	DOLMATHES- Marina Paras
	
	
	
	marinaparas@parasassociates.com

	ENTERTAINMENT/BAND - John Demas
	
	
	
	johndemas@verizon.net

	ENTERTAINMENT/DANCERS - Alex Demaio
	
	
	alexandra.demaio@libertymutual.com

	FESTIVAL SECRETARY - Diane Trimis
	
	
	
	dtrimis@hotmail.com

	FESTIVAL WEBSITE- Kevin Fentress
	
	
	
	kevin_fentress@hotmail.com

	FIRST AID - Lisa Alsina/
	
	
	
	aalsina@tampabay.rr.com

	FROPA -  Pete Trakas
	
	
	
	ptrakas@gmail.com

	KAFENION - Peter Theophanous
	
	
	
	ptheophanous@yahoo.com

	KIDS AREA - Alexis Scarfogliero/Sunday School
	
	
	ascarfogliero@hotmail.com;rpeckham@tampabay.rr.com 

	LOUKOMADES - Angie Halkias/Joann Hartung
	
	
	mimhalk@aol.com

	MANPOWER-  Ourania Stephanides
	
	
	
	stephanides@verizon.net

	Meze- Byron Nenos
	
	
	
	nenoslaw@aol.com

	MOBILE TAVERNA - Victoria & Greg Melton
	
	
	vmelton@gmail.com

	PARKING - David Voikyn
	
	
	
	birdaway@mindspring.com

	PASTRY- Lisa Alsina
	
	
	
	

	SANDWICH/GYRO- Ari Georgiou
	
	
	
	ageo_1967@hotmail.com

	SCHEMATIC - Bill Neyland
	
	
	
	bneyland@ut.edu

	TAKE OUT - John Alexander
	
	
	
	gianos1001@yahoo.com

	TAVERNA - Theresa Smyrnakis/Chris Kavouklis
	
	
	theresam@southernwine.com

	
	
	
	
	chris@bhklawfirm.com

	VENDORS- Joann Hartung
	
	
	
	jshartung@verizon.net


THE FESTIVAL IS MORE THAN JUST THE COMMITTEE. WE STILL NEED LOTS OF HANDS AND HELP IN MANY AREAS. PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO READ THE TIME AND TALENTS PLEDGE FORM; FILL IT OUT AND RETURN ASAP. THERE ARE STILL MANY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS NEEDED ALONG WITH MANY OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE. FEEL FREE TO CONTACT OUR MANPOWER CHAIR, OURANIA STEPHANIDES, WITH ANY QUESTIONS. YOU MAY ALSO CONTACT ANY OF THE ABOVE COMMITTEE CHAIRS DIRECTLY.
Have We Lost our Identity? By Fr. Robert Archon

America is suffering from an identity crisis. We have lost our rightful Judeo-Christian identity by those who emphasize diversity and tolerance, while marginalizing our sacred heritage. Our world today had removed any form or remnant of the “divine imprint” in its decrees and policies. We have, due in part to ignorance and part apathy, permitted our Faith to be asphyxiated and extinguished in the society around us. It is us as Orthodox Christians, which have failed our true calling to be “light bearers” suffering Christ’s image within us becoming icons of this world instead. We have subconsciously been led astray by the ever so gentle undertows of our time and been swept away from our Heavenly Father’s embrace. We have found a new home, a new father a new destiny, and God is not welcome. We continue to make excuses why His invitation to our lives has been lost in the mail as did those who chose not to attend the marriage feast in the Gospels.
Several poets of antiquity tell a charming but frightening tale about a young man who saw his own reflection in a pool and become so infatuated that he vowed never to marry. He even ignored the lovely nymph, Echo, who had followed him to that place, leaving her to wander off alone until she at last pined away to nothing but a faint, whispering voice. The young man’s name was Narcissus, and he has become the image of the excess of self-love. When we say that a person is narcissistic, or that we live in an age of narcissism, we are alluding to the self-absorbed young man who sat, day after day, staring at his own reflection while ignoring the rest of the world around him. The story is of course, a parable of one of the many pitfalls to which humans are susceptible – self-absorption. 

As Orthodox Christians we must remember the warnings of St. Chrysostom who began his lessons on the education of children with stern admonitions against this self-absorbed condition. Anticipating the question as to why such a young man would grow up to follow only the precepts of his appetites, St. John asked, “Did you not marvel at him? Did you not sing his praise? Did you not lead him on to his present state by applause and flattery?” 
As human beings we all share the image of God planted in us from creation. We all share in fact this divine identity and stamp, but under sin, God’s face is covered in us and we become, at least outwardly, someone else. Through sin we lose our resemblance with God and we take the appearance that the godless world around has painted on us. The world itself has long lost its identity. It ceased to be a vehicle for man’s edification in God and was transformed in a purpose to itself, an apple of discord and enmity between people. The devil, the greatest identity thief, diabolos, the deceiver, has succeeded to sell us, starting with Adam and Eve a reality that has nothing to do with the true reality of God, but it pleases the senses and promises everything and beyond. We got hooked by his promises and now we live in this world with the illusion that it can fulfill us, we struggle every day to achieve meaningless goals, missing completely our true purpose and destiny. 

A saintly person, on the other hand, is a person that has uncovered the image of God in him and has found his place in the world by acting according to His likeness. A saintly person shows to the world his true identity, imitating Christ almost to the point of confusion. “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” (Gal 2:20). We are not ourselves and we are not truly living until we are with Christ. Don’t let the world tell you otherwise; our identity is fulfilled only by being Christians. Christians don’t just believe differently than others, they exist in a different reality; a genuine reality in which God becomes man and man becomes divine. This is God’s edition of reality, the only one true and original. 

When someone asks “What is your identity?” most of us immediately think of our name, our associations, our vocation etc. But is there more? The “more” has to do with our “spiritual identity”. A spiritual identity is a given reality at Baptism. The water itself reveals the creative activity of God to bring forth something new. The waters of Baptism are also a rite of passage, as in the case of Noah, a passage from the former Adam to the New Adam, Christ. In this new identity we find ourselves in the community of the Triune God because personhood is “being in community,” this new relationship invites us to find our true humanity and identity with God and others. In short, spiritual identity is not a “thing of our own choosing.” It is not a psychological experience of “getting in touch with the inner self”. Rather, it is instead a union with Christ Jesus (Romans 6) signified through Baptism. 

If we are not good Orthodox it is not because we are Orthodox; it is more likely because our Orthodoxy is for some individuals a formal affiliation, rather than a way of life. A German theologian, Konrad Onash, himself a Protestant, stated that the supreme goal of Orthodoxy is “Christ-likeness.” Do we, Orthodox Christians in general really strive to attain some likeness to Christ? I could spend hours, even days, citing examples showing a tragic disparity between our professed faith and our way of life. I believe we suffer from a lack of the sense of the holy. Although sermons may be preached about God’s absolute holiness and incompatibility with any form of impurity in churches today, Americans have a noticeably casual approach to God. Many churches today deliberately avoid any suggestion that approaching God ought to be paramount in our lives and placing a line in the sand for which our value stand. But when we look back to the Old Testament sources of our worship, we find an entirely different scenario.  During the years of the Exodus, when the plans for the Tabernacle were revealed, the specifications wee exacting. Why? Because the Tabernacle was a holy pave: it was where God dwelt with his people (Ex 25:21-22).  What is this abode?  Where is this Tabernacle? What is the temple? It is none other than the womb of the Virgin Mary the Theotokos.  As we approach in a couple of weeks the beginning commemoration of her Dormition, we again are challenged to be born inwardly.  Upon her Entrance to the Temple Feast it is here that we see clearly, how the Temple goes to the Temple.  The one temple is made of stone, the other, prepared by God Himself to dwell.  The womb is revealed as a sacred and holy place that our Lord calls all of us to be created in ourselves so He may dwell.

It then begs the question,  “How our current awareness of the world around us is an illusion, and how can we be receptive to the indwelling of the true reality of Christ? When we contemplate upon the upcoming Feast of the Dormition it would serve us well to be reminded of the person of the Theotokos, who, embodies the living temple of God and herself became His temple. Our need today is to form obedience in the womb of our hearts and discover our true calling as Christians. Martha and Mary stand for two kinds of this calling: the call to the active life and the call to the contemplative life. Mary the Mother of God fulfilled both of these as her response to God’s call. He Who is love came down to earth and was born of the Virgin as a child in her so that we too may become receptacles of His divine indwelling. 

Our churches today can resemble many things. More often than not in spite of all our efforts, they tend to resemble more secular goals than spiritual. We have a great challenge before us, to challenge the very hearts and souls of our flocks to first and foremost discover the importance of a shift towards the divine. The more our faithful discover their true identity in Christ the more fruitful our ministries become and the more God will bless our endeavors. The abundant life promised us by Christ so many lack; I pray we may use every effort possible to be vehicles so God may transform our lives and our churches to beacons of light for the world to see the true reality. 
Fr. Robert Archon is the Proistamenos of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, Portsmouth,NH.

Editor’s Note: I read this article recently on the Fox News Website—Please pass it along to teenagers and young adults—it is a very important issue!

Waiting till the wedding night – getting married the right way

By Steven Crowder

As anyone who’s read my abstinence column here at Fox News Opinion could guess, my wedding is something that I’ve looked forward to for quite some time. After having tied the knot at the end of August, I can now say beyond all shadow of a doubt, that it was everything I’d hoped and prayed that it would be since childhood. (I’d also prayed to be bitten by a radioactive spider and develop sticky hands, but… I was an idiot.)

Let me preface this column by saying this: my wife (I have to get used to saying that) and I not only waited sexually in every way (no, we didn’t pull the Bill Clinton and technically avoid “sex” sex,) but we didn’t shack up as live-ins and most importantly, we courted each other in a way that was consistent with our publicly professed values.

We did it right.

Our wedding was perfect. Our wedding night was nothing short of amazing. I write this on a plane heading into a tropical paradise with the most beautiful woman to have walked the planet earth.

- 

Feeling judged? I couldn’t care less. You know why? Because my wife and I were judged all throughout our relationship. People laughed, scoffed and poked fun at the young, celibate, naive Christian couple. 

We’d certainly never make it to the wedding without schtupping, and if we did, our “wedding night would be awkward and terrible,” they said. 

Turns out that people couldn’t have been more wrong.  Looking back, I think that the women saying those things felt like the floozies they ultimately were, and the men, with their fickle manhood tied to their pathetic sexual conquests, felt threatened.

I think it’s important to write this column not to gloat (though I’ll be glad to), but to speak up for all of the young couples that have also done things the right way. When people do marriage right, they don’t complain so much, and so their voices are silenced by the rabble of promiscuous charlatans, peddling their pathetic world view as “progressive.”

Our wedding was perfect. Our wedding night was nothing short of amazing. I write this on a plane heading into a tropical paradise with the most beautiful woman to have walked the planet earth. I know everybody says that their bride was the “most beautiful in the world.”  They’re wrong. I win.

I’d like to tell you a story of our morning after, however. One that transpired into one of the most glaring epiphanies I’d ever had.

As my wife (again, still not used to that) and I ate breakfast at a local inn, we discussed how excited we were to start the rest of our lives together, how scary it was that everything was now so different. At the same time, we overheard the table next to us discussing their very own wedding from the night prior. What a coincidence!

“The thing is, nothing’s really changed,” the bride said.

Puzzled, my wife asked, “Did you get married last night too? So did we!”

“Congratulations!” the other dame said. “Yeah we did, just last night.”

“Where’s the groom?” my wife innocently… scratch that, naively asked.

“Oh, he’s sleeping. There was no way he was coming out with me this morning!” She paused and smirked. “Let’s just say that he’s got a lingering headache from a really good time last night.”

My heart sank. Firstly, that poor schmuck's “good time” was simply getting snookered. Not enjoying the company of close family and long-lost friends with a clear head and clean conscience, not staring in awe at his beautiful new wife, wanting to soak in every glimmer of her eyes as she shot him heart-racing looks from across the dance floor, not taking all of the cheesy pictures as they cut the cake, not even carrying her across that suite threshold as they nervously anticipated their “nightcap.” He probably won’t remember any of it. Instead, he got smashed. He was “that guy”… at his own freaking wedding.

Then I realized something. Our wedding was truly a once in a lifetime event. It was a God’s-honest celebration of two completely separate lives now becoming one. Physically, emotionally, financially and spiritually, everything that made us who we were individually was becoming what bonded us together. Our family traveled from far and wide to celebrate the decision of two young people to truly commit themselves to each other, and selflessly give themselves to one another in a way that they never had before that very night.

The people next to us that morning? Well, theirs was just one big party.  And the morning after? Just another hangover.

Our “weddings” were the same event in name only. They know it, and we know it.

Do yours the right way.  If you’re young and wondering whether you should wait, whether you should just give in, become a live-in harlot/bimbo and do it the world’s way.  If you’re wondering whether all of the mocking, the ridicule, the incredible difficulty of saving yourself for your spouse is worth it, let me tell you without a doubt that it is. Your wedding can be the most memorable day and night of your life… or just another party.

Oops. Did I just make a “judgment?”  You’re darn right I did.
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The Life of Christ—Part Three

“Jesus: Who Is He Really?”

Adapted from “The Life of Christ: Rediscovering How His Life, Death and Resurrection Changed the World”

By the American Bible Society, 2011

Introduction
The New Testament presents Jesus as the Messiah.  God-in-the-flesh.  It’s a mystery, but Christians believe the Bible teaches that Jesus was both fully God and fully human.  He was God’s son, and yet He was a person.  Specifically, He was a first-century, middle-eastern, Jewish man.
Jesus grew up as we do; from baby to child, from boy to man.  His was a fully human experience. Some Christians believe He was not an only child and that He had brothers and sisters (Mark 6:3).  Orthodox Tradition holds that Jesus had half-brothers and half-sisters but that Mary and Joseph did not have other children.  Orthodox Tradition holds that Joseph was an older man (as opposed to the Catholic depiction of Jesus as a younger man) who was a widower, who had children from an earlier marriage, thus the “brothers and sisters” who are referred to in the Gospels.  His father was a carpenter (Mathew 13:55), which at that time probably implied a builder who worked not only with wood, but with a variety of materials.  Jesus was referred to as a carpenter too (Mark 16:3). As would have been common in that day, He probably learned his father’s trade.  
According to Gospel accounts, Jesus had many friends and acquaintances.  He ate supper with the friends of Matthew and was criticized for it, and was even accused of drinking to excess (Mathew 11:18-19). He felt emotions – including anger (Mark 3:5); legitimate anxiety and anguish over difficulties (Luke 22:44); sadness and even weeping (Luke 19:41). He was tempted, just as people today are tempted (Mathew 4:1-11);( Hebrews 4:15).
From the biblical text we learn that Jesus also knew honor.  In his culture, one way in which a person’s honor was determined was by how well he debated with the leaders of that time.  Thus, in the Gospels, when Jesus repeatedly confronted the religious leaders, even confounded them, those who saw and heard the interchanges were increasingly impressed with His spiritual authority (Luke 43:31-32).  Understanding this about Jesus’ culture also reveals how distinctive His message would have been—that true honor comes from serving others, not through overpowering or confounding one’s adversaries.

Meeting Jesus

Jewish man of mystery

We know from the Bible that Jesus fully understood the human experience.  We can paint a further probable picture of His life from what we now know of the usual customs of first-century Palestine and the typical experience of a Jewish man in the Roman province of Judea.
Jesus’ extended family would have been as much a part of his life as His immediate family.  He was raised to honor his parents, and the responsibility to care for them in their old age would have been emphasized as He grew up.  As a young man, he would have been trained at home and at the synagogue, studying the Law of Moses.
He ate two meals a day, at noon and at the end of the day.  The menu may have included bread, vegetables, fruit, fish and milk products, including yogurt and cheese.  Meat was served mostly at holidays.  Honey and dates were the most common sweetening agents for food.  He would have eaten on a mat on the floor, dipping bread into a common bowl with the test of the family – using his right hand.  Water was unsafe, so it was usually mixed with wine.
He would have slept on a mat on the floor beside other family members.  He would have attended large weddings and feasts with them as well.  Among his family, hospitality, even to strangers, would have been highly valued.
He likely had a beard and longer hair than his Greek and Roman counterparts.  He would have worn a knee-length garment made of linen called a tunic.  It would have been tied around his waist with a sash.  For coolers days, he probably added a cloak, perhaps made of wool.  When he wore sandals, they were most likely made of leather.

His was a culture in which identity was founded more in the group than in the individual.  A person’s family and nationality were essential aspects of his or her life.  On an individual basis, the esteem of one’s fellow citizens determined a person’s sense of honor or shame.  What wealth is to modern capitalist cultures, honor was to the first-century Mediterranean culture.

Who do you say

I AM?

Jesus spoke with authority that inspired the masses.  Not only did He stir heart. But He affected lives.  Jesus’ words changed lives, healed the sick, raised the dead. The bible recounts that Jesus’ words were so powerful because He was more than just a man.

Mark 8:27-30

Jesus and his disciples went to the villages near the town of Caesarea Philippi.  As they were walking along, he asked them, “What do people say about me?”  The disciples answered, “Some say you are John the Baptist or maybe Elijah.  Others say you are one of the prophets.”

Then Jesus asked them, “But who do you say I am?” “You are the Messiah!” Peter replied.  Jesus warned the disciples not to tell anyone about him.
“I AM HERE TRYING TO PREVENT ANYONE SAYING THE REALLY FOOLISH THING THAT PEOPLE OFTEN SAY ABOUT HIM: ‘I’M READY TO ACCEPT JESUS AS A GREAT MORAL TEACHER, BUT I DON’T ACCEPT HIS CLAIM TO BE GOD.’ THAT IS THE ONE THING WE MUST NOT SAY. A MAN WHO SAID THE SORT OF THINGS JESUS SAID WOULD NOT BE A GREAT MORAL TEACHER. HE WOULD EITHER BE A LUNATIC-ON A LEVEL WITH THE MAN WHO SAYS HE IS A POACHED EGG- OR ELSE HE WOULD BE THE DEVIL OF HELL. YOU MUST MAKE YOUR CHOICE. EITHER THIS MAN WAS, AND IS, THE SON OF GOD: OR ELSE A MADMAN OR SOMETHING WORSE. YOU CAN SHUT HIM UP FOR A FOOL, YOU CAN SPIT AT HIM AND KILL HIM AS A DEMON; OR YOU CAN FALL AT HIS FEET AND CALL HIM LORD AND GO. BUT LET US NOT COME WITH ANY PATRONIZING NONSENSE ABOUT HIS BEING A GREAT HUMAN TEACHER. HE HAS NOT LEFT THAT OPEN TO US. HE DID NOT INTEND TO.”





~C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 1952
TEACHING, MISSION, and REVOLUTION

Jesus taught much about the kingdom of God.  His message, like John the Baptist’s was an urgent call for each of us to repent of our sins---not because the kingdom of God was coming eventually, but because the kingdom of God had already come, in His mission.  In this sense, God’s kingdom was not a worldly empire based in a given time and place, but the spiritual reality that God is in control of our destinies.

Jesus’ mission was misunderstood by many.  He had not come to make Israel politically victorious over her enemies.  He has not come to reign over a nation with the royal trappings of an army and castle.  He had come to serve, to suffer, and to sacrifice himself (Matthew 20:28).  He had come to show humanity how to live as members of a kingdom of the Spirit, God’s kingdom (Matthew 5:2-12).

Jesus’ work and words were revolutionary because He turned his back on the status quo of His culture.  Though He honored the commandments of God and many of the traditions of His people, like many of the ancient prophets before Him, He seemed to abhor those who practiced religion for religion’s sake, by rote or for show.  He confronted the hypocrisy of some of the religious leaders and openly disregarded traditions that were inconsistent with the spirit of the law (Matthew 23:1-36).

And most revolutionary of all, as Jesus’ ministry progressed, He revealed more and more of His true identity---He proclaimed that He was the promised Messiah, Immanuel, which means “God with us”.

PROPHECIES, MIRACLES, HEALED LIVES

Jesus’ life was filled with wonders and miracles.  Certain details of His life held true to ancient prophecies of the Messiah that were written or spoken centuries before Jesus lived.  He proved His power over nature by calming storms (Mark 4:35-40): over death by disrupting funerals and even gravesites (Mark 5:35-42;John 11:32-44); over sickness by bringing health (Mark 5:25-24).  He performed some of these miracles with just a single word.  He performed others from a remote location (Matthew 8:5-13).

While Jesus desired faith from His followers that did not rely on His supernatural feats, His miracles played an important part in revealing his authority as God’s Son.  

An Old Testament prophecy is found in Isaiah 35:3-6 that Jesus’ followers applied to Jesus and to the good Jesus would bring to those who believed in him.

Here is a message for all who are weak, trembling, and worried:  “Cheer up? Don’t be afraid Your God is coming to punish your enemies.  God will take revenge on them and rescue you.”
The blind will see, and the ears of the deaf will be healed.  Those who were lame will leap around like deer; tongues once silent will shout for joy.  Water will rush through the desert.

MATTHEW 11:2-6

John was in prison when he heard what Chris was going.  So John sent some of his followers to ask Jesus, “Are you the one we should be looking for? Or must we wait for someone else?”
Jesus answered, “Go and tell John what you have heard and seen.  The blind are now able to see, and the lame can walk.  People with leprosy are being healed, and the deaf can hear.  The dead are raised to life, and the poor are hearing the good news.  God will bless everyone who doesn’t reject me because of what I do.”

THE GREAT

“I AM”

(EGO EIMI)

The apostle John states, “Jesus worked many other miracles for his disciples, and not all for them are written in this book.  But these are written so that you will put your faith in Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God.  If you have faith in Him, you will have true life” (John 20:30—31).

We can see that John’s aim is two-fold.  On one hand, he seeks to demonstrate that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of God.” On the other, he wants people to know the true identity of Jesus, so that “You will have true life.”
When God commanded Moses to lead Israel out of slavery in Egypt, Moses asked what God’s name was.  God relied, “tell him that the Lord, whose name is “I am, has sent you” (Exodus 3:13—15).  Jesus shows that he has been in God’s plan from the beginning when he said: “even before Abraham was, I was, and I am” (John 8:58).

In John’s Gospel, Jesus used the term “I am” to connect himself to aspects of God’s nature and to identify himself as the one who:
~Supplies all needs

~Brings the knowledge about God to all people

~Is the way for people to find God and become Gods people

~Promises that all who believe in him will have eternal life

~Invites everyone to share in the common life as the new people of God

I AM the bread that gives life!

I tell you for certain that everyone who has faith in me has eternal life.

I am the bread that gives life.  Your ancestors are manna in the desert, and later they died.  But the bread from heaven had come down, so that no one who eats it will ever die.  I am that bread from heaven!  Everyone who ears it will live forever.  My flesh is the life0fiving bread that I give to the people of this world.

John 6:47-51

I AM the light for the world!

Once again Jesus spoke to the people. This time he said, “I am the light for the world! Follow me, and you won’t be walking in the dark.  You will have the light that gives life”

John 8:12

I AM the gate for the sheep.

Jesus said: “I tell you for certain that I am the gate for the sheep. Everyone who came before me was a thief or a robber, and the sheep did not listen to any of them. I am the gate. All who come through me will be saved. Through me they will come and go and find pasture. A thief comes only to rob, kill, and destroy. I came so everyone would have life, and have it fully.”

John 10:7-10

I AM the good shepherd.

I am the good shepherd, and the good shepherd gives up his life for his sheep. Hired workers are not like the shepherd. They don’t own the sheep, and when they see a wolf coming, they run off and leave the sheep. Then the wolf attacks and scatters the flock. Hired workers run away because they don’t care about the sheep.
I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep, and they know me. Just as the father knows me, I know the father, and I give up my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not in this sheep pen. I must also bring them together, when they hear my voice. Then there will be one flock of sheep and one shepherd.

John 10:11-16

I AM the one who raises the dead to life!

Jesus then said to Martha, “I am the one who raises the dead to life! Everyone who has faith in me will never really die. Do you believe this?”
“Yes, Lord!” She replied. “I believe that you are Christ, the Son of God. You are the one we hoped would come into this world.”

John 14:6

I AM the way, the truth, and the life!

I am the way, the truth, and the life!... Without me, no one can go to the father.

John14:6

I AM the vine.

I am the vine, and you are the branches. If you stay joined to me, and I stay joined to you, then you will produce lots of fruit. But you cannot do anything without me. If you don’t stay joined to me, you will be thrown away. You will be like dry branches that are gathered up and burned in a fire. Stay joined to me and let my teachings become part of you. Then you can pray for whatever you want, and your pray will be answered.

John 15:5-7
Next Month:  Historical Information on the Life of Christ
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JESUS’ WIFE?

Reverend Dr. Theodore Stylianopoulos wrote the following brief response to recent media

reports concerning a 4th century Coptic Manuscript. Father Stylianopoulos is Professor

Emeritus of New Testament at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology.

An announcement about an ancient text in which Jesus is reported to have spoken about

“my wife” has received extensive attention in the media. The text comes from a small

papyrus fragment about 1x3 inches in size, judged to be of the fourth century AD, which

apparently had broken off from a larger page of a document presumed lost. The text is

still in the process of linguistic and chemical analysis to determine if it is actually a

fragment from a fourth-century manuscript. When the papyrus fragment was discovered,

and under what circumstances it has passed from hand to hand until the public

announcement, are presently unknown.
Written in ancient Sahidic Coptic script, the text is perhaps a translation of an earlier

Greek document. Because the lines on all four sides of the fragment are broken and

incomplete, transcription of meaningful sentences is impossible. But the names of Jesus

and also Mary, presumably, Mary Magdalene, are reported to occur, and also certain

phrases, including Jesus using the expression “my wife.” Mary Magdalene has been

portrayed as an intimate disciple of Jesus, but not a wife, in other ancient writings already

known to the Fathers of the Church and designated as apocrypha and fraudulent. These

works were composed by small circles of heretical teachers concerned to disseminate

their own and often bizarre teachings. For example, a few years ago the discovery of

“The Gospel of Judas” caused a stir in the media. This document was known to St.

Irenaeus in the late second century AD. Among its strange teachings is that Judas was

the only disciple who truly understood Jesus and that his treachery was a good thing in

itself because it helped Jesus to be crucified; except that by that time the real Christ had

(weirdly) departed from Jesus and that only Jesus the man was crucified!

Professor Karen King of Harvard Divinity School who made the announcement about the

new text cautioned that its reference to Jesus’ wife is no historical proof that Jesus was

actually married but only an indication that Christians in the fourth century debated the

issues of marriage and celibacy. The Gospels and most of the other books of the New

Testament are extensive documents of the first century AD and provide no hint that Jesus

was ever married. There would be no reason to hide such a fact because marriage was

viewed as a sacred covenant in Judaism and Christianity. It should be noted that St. Peter

the Apostle, as well as other apostles were married (Mark 1:30; 1 Cor 9:5). The Bible

and the Orthodox theology confirm that marriage is instituted by God, it is honorable and

holy, one of the sacraments of the Church. Just as the Church honors a celibate life

dedicated to God, so also it celebrates marriage as a workshop of God’s kingdom--a

journey to God.
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Hope/Joy Fall Harvest Carnival

Sunday, October 28
4:00 – 6:00 PM

on the Day School Lunch Patio

[image: image11.wmf](In case of rain we will be in the Kourmolis Center)
Please join us for an afternoon of fun, food, and fellowship!

ALL children ages 3 - grade 6 

are invited to attend.

Moms, dads, grandparents, friends – please sign up to help!

Please come in costume! 

(no witches or devils please)

We will have games, crafts, prizes for all!
Dinner will be served

RSVP to Maria Xenick at mpxenick@tampabay.rr.com or 839-9897

Holy Humor
GOOD SAMARITAN
A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan.  She asked the class, "If you saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?"  A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, "I think I'd throw up."

DID NOAH FISH?
A Sunday school teacher asked, "Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark ?" "No," replied Johnny. "How could he, with just two worms.

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD
A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible - Psalm 23.  She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter.  Little Rick was excited about the task - but he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After much practice, he could barely get past the first line.

On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all I need to know.

UNANSWERED PRAYER
The preacher's 5 year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed his head for a moment before starting his sermon. One day, she asked him why.  "Well, Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his messages. "I'm asking the Lord to help me preach a good sermon." "How come He doesn't answer it?" she asked.
