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Mission Statement:

St. John Greek Orthodox Church is dedicated to spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

Vision:

The church shall seek to fulfill its mission by:

1. Embracing the Spiritual Life of the Orthodox Church through regular prayer, worship, and frequent participation in the sacraments.

2. Supporting the Church through stewardship of time and talent and sacrificial giving.

3. Providing a welcoming, caring, loving environment.

4. Having its members exemplify Orthodox Christian character and morals.

5. Supporting ministries that facilitate the overall mission of the Church

6. Exemplifying commitment to community service and charitable outreach.

7. Creating an environment which encourages members to grow in their faith.

Father Stavros’ Message
Between the time you receive this issue of the Messenger and Christmas you are going to give a lot of thought to “giving.”  If you are like many people, perhaps most people, the month of December will be spent shopping for Christmas presents.  You’ll make a list of the people you’ll need to buy for, you’ll think of gifts that would be appropriate, you’ll shop, you’ll wrap, you’ll mail or deliver (and if you are like most people, you’ll get walloped with the bill in January).  You’ll spend hours shopping at the mall, waiting in line, fighting for a parking space and all of the other things that are part of the Christmas shopping ritual.  And why will you do this?  It will be either out of obligation (I have to buy something for my boss, or my kid’s teacher), or it will be out of love and gratitude (I am so thankful for the role _________plays in my life, I want to offer them a gift.)  I suppose some will offer gifts in expectation of what they will get in return, but that goes against the essence of giving.  To give is to offer something of yourself, to separate a part of you from yourself and offer it to someone else.  For instance, you can give someone some money—if you have $100,000 and you give someone $5, then you have $99,995 left--$5 has left you and has been offered to someone else.  If you are expecting to receive a $5 gift in return so that you end up with the $100,000 you started with, that isn’t giving, it’s “trading.”
There is something else that you’ll think about giving this December, and that is your stewardship to St. John.  Everyone who is receiving and reading this Messenger is connected with St. John Greek Orthodox Church in Tampa in some way—if nothing else, you are reading the periodical of St. John.  Stewardship is your opportunity to “give” back to God by “giving” to the Church.   Our giving is not merely a “donation” (see attached article).  Our giving is not a “trade.”  i.e. I do for the church and the church does for me.  Our giving should not be out of obligation or fear.  But our giving comes from a sense of love, of belonging, of purpose and of gratitude.  The reasons I give are several:
1. I’m grateful that I have something to give—I’m glad that God has blessed me with a talent that allows me to earn a living and I want to give back in gratitude.

2. I am called—we are all called by God to be something, we are all given abilities by God to be something—and everyone who has joined the church is called to be a caretaker of our faith and of our church.

3. I am an INTEGRAL part of something—The Church was founded by our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is sustained by the grace of the Holy Spirit and the prayers of all (including the saints and those who are living on earth).  But the work of the church is done by the people.  All the people are needed to make the church work—we need people to worship.  We need people to serve.  We need people to help.  We need people to give.  
4. It requires money in order to have a church—the CHURCH, (capital C) is the body of Christ, the people.  But the church (small c) is the home base from which each Church operates.  And in order to have a “church,” it requires money.  How much money?  The expenses of this church include not only salaries, but utilities, insurance, postage, office supplies, maintenance, and repairs.  And this is before we spend any money on ministries like youth, or community outreach.  

5. I will be accountable to God for how I have used what He has given me—God has been generous with me.  He has offered me talents to use.  He has offered me strength when I have felt weak.  He has offered me forgiveness when I have erred.  He has blessed me with a wonderful wife and a beautiful child.  These are blessings and miracles in my life.  In return for these things, God is going to ask me to an accounting of how I did with them.  If I am a bad father or a bad husband, that will be a disappointment to God, because He blessed me with a wife and a child to take care of and to enjoy.  If I dishonor them, it is as if I dishonor God Himself.  And if God has given me the means not only to enjoy myself and the good things of this life, but has given me the means to help others enjoy life as well, and has given me the means to advance the cause of the Gospel and the Church and I don’t do that, I am dishonoring and disappointing God.  And if I have spent my life disappointing God, how can I expect a good account as His awesome judgment seat?  And without a good accounting there, how can I expect to be welcomed into His Heavenly Kingdom for eternity?

6. Everything I have is temporary, except for my soul—everything I have is temporary—When I pass away, I will leave behind my job, my family, my house and everything I have worked so hard for—none of it will go with me.  The only thing I will take with me is my soul, and the works that are written on that soul—did I have a faithful soul, a generous soul, a forgiving soul?  Did my soul try to please God and serve others or what it primarily interested in serving myself? The Bible tells us not to put treasure on earth, where it will rust or be stolen, but to put treasure in heaven.  The Bible also tells us that wherever we are putting our treasure (and by extension, our time and our talent), that is where our hearts will be as well.

7. I trust God—God has been a great provider in my life.  He has provided the means for me to have everything that I have.  Every dollar that I earn is the result of a talent He first gave me.  Ever since I decided to give my life to God as an Orthodox priest, there have been lots of sacrifices for sure—lots of holidays without my parents, lots of days and nights away from my wife and son, and sometimes lots of heartache and stress over the ministry, but I have never been in “want.”  Every “need” that I have had has always been taken care of.  Every time I have given in a sacrificial way, I received in return exponentially.  I trust God to take care of me.
So, before December 25, you have some decisions to make when it comes to what you will buy for other people for Christmas.  

But before December 9, you have a decision to make when it comes to your offering to Christ and to the Church for next year, 2013.

This month, we celebrate God’s greatest gift to us—the Incarnation of His Son, Jesus Christ, when God became a man to show man the path back to God.  Shepherds adored Him, Angels sang to Him and Magi offered gifts to Him.  Mary was obedient and Joseph was trusting.  There is a role for each of us in this story and it combines the roles of all of them—praise, worship, offering, obedience and trust.  We’ll have a chance to offer our joy on Christmas.  But on December 9, we will be asked to offer our gifts.  Please bring your gift of thanksgiving, joy, faith and trust on stewardship Sunday, December 9.

Presbytera Lisa, Nicholas and I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 2013!!!

Stewardship 2013
Projecting Your Faith—Step Up

In Matthew 19:16-26, we learn about the rich young man who asks Jesus, “Good Teacher, what good deed must I do, to have eternal life?”  Jesus finally said to him, “If you would be perfect, go sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven, and come, follow me.”  When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

Let’s look at this man for a moment.

1. He was young.

2. He was rich.

3. He probably had position in society.

Notice the young man’s question: “What good deed must I do to get eternal life.””  Although at first glance, he appeared to “have it all”, this was not enough.  He wanted more.  He wanted to obtain eternal life and he believed Jesus was the man who could give it to him.  The young man thought that surely he would make it because he was a good person.  But, just to be sure, he asked Jesus, “What else do I need to do?”  Christ’s answer greatly saddened this young man, as he was told to give up all he possessed.

What a sad verse indeed.  The young, rich man couldn’t let go of his “stuff.”  For the young man, the problem was money.  He was willing to do most things for eternal life, but give up all of his money?!  Ouch!  That was asking too much.  The young man hadn’t realized all of our wealth comes from God.  Sure, we may have worked for it, but who gave us the breath to accomplish it?  As it was His to give to us, it is ours to return to our Lord!  Why can’t we get this idea?!

The word for “steward” in the Greek meant “to manage” or “to administrate.”  Our Lord is the giver of all things, and He has made us stewards over all that He has given us.  We are supposed to manage and take care of all of these gifts.  In addition to giving of our time and talent, part of our stewardship involves giving our treasure to His church.  However, we sometimes believe that simply donating money makes us a steward.  But according to Webster’s Dictionary, a donor is simply “one who gives, donates, or presents something.”  Do you see the words “manage” or “take care of” in that definition?  Our church needs to be cared for with ongoing commitments, not just an annual donation when our taxes or ecclesiastical needs provoke a single payment.  

Simply being a donor does not automatically make us a good steward.  Our Lord calls us to be committed stewards.  He wants the commitment of the lifetime of time, talent and treasure that he gave to us.  What’s holding us back?  Do we suffer from the same shortcomings as the wealthy young man?  As we progress to the end of 2012 and the beginning of 2013, let us all answer His call with completed pledge cards and fulfilled commitments. Let us remember that we, as well as the rich young man, are challenged by Jesus each and every day to determine whether we are being good and faithful Stewards of the Time, Talents and Treasures that He has provided to us.  Some of us have been blessed with more than others, and as a result, Jesus’ expectation is not equal giving but equal sacrifice.  What sacrifice does Jesus expect from you?  

Are you a DONOR or a STEWARD?

By Harry Yianitsas, Stewardship Chairperson, Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Dallas, TX.

“We make a living by what we get.  We make a life by what we give.” Winston Churchill.
The Life of Jesus—Chapter Five

Jesus’ Birth and Childhood

Adapted from “The Life of Christ: Rediscovering How His Life, Death and Resurrection Changed the World”

By the American Bible Society, 2011

The birth of the Christ child is celebrated in myriad ways throughout our culture.  The familiar story is recreated on church lawns and chapel ceilings, in frescoes and in stained glass.  Images of the Nativity occupy retail shelves and adorn greeting cards by the truckload.

We observe the birthday of Jesus as a joyous annual festival, the centerpiece of our winter holidays.  Yet this sacred event has become so mingled and intertwined secular contemporary culture that we often have to take a step back to regain our perspective and remember what we are really observing; the simple story of Mary, Joseph and a newborn baby adored by shepherds and mystical wise men.

The account of Jesus’ birth is both sublime and humble.  It soars with the ethereal sound of angels singing in chorus, then comes down to earth to deal with the practical concerns of fashioning a baby’s bed from a feeding trough in a lowly manger.

That God would choose to become one with humanity in all of our vulnerability, humbling Himself to experience life with us, is a challenging idea.  Its enormity is hard to capture fully in a children’s nativity pageant or in the words of an old Christmas carol.  It is in the private heart of each of us that we must accept these good tidings of great joy; That God became a man to live and die and live again, reaching out to share the experience of His creation, humanity, and to draw us closer to Himself. 

What follows presents the facts we know from scripture about the birth of Christ, who is also called “Emmanuel,” which means “God with us.”  

The Story of Jesus’ Birth—A Humble Beginning

Weaving together Matthew’s and Luke’s Accounts, we are able to reconstruct the events surrounding Jesus’ Birth.

It began unlike any pregnancy before or since.  An angel appeared to a young Jewish girl, Mary, who was probably twelve- to fourteen-years old, and delivered a stunning message: she would give birth to a son, who was the Son of God.  Though an engagement had already been arranged for Mary, she was not yet married, and an unplanned pregnancy in her society at that historical moment would brand her with shame.  Would anyone believe that the child in her womb had been conceived by the Holy Spirit?  Who in their right mind would believe this young girl to be anything but delusional when she announced she was destined to give birth to God’s Son?

Certainly the man with the most to lose was her fiancé, Joseph.  The carpenter planned a quiet divorce to shame the young woman as little as possible.  But his fears were quieted when an angel also appeared in his dreams, reiterating Mary’s claims: “This child, the Son of God, was to be named Jesus, which means “the Lord saves” (Matthew 1:21).  

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus. Matthew 1: 18-25
As Mary’s due date approached, the young couple had to undertake an overland journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, a distance of about 65 miles. The Romans, who had some level of control over the region for more than two hundred years, had called a census of the entire imperial province of Judea.  Families were to return to their hometowns (or at least the hometown of the head of the family) in order to be counted.  Since the Judeans were exempt from Roman military service, this census was most likely for taxation purposes.  

The great influx of people assembling for the census swelled the streets.  Lodging houses had filled rapidly, and Joseph and Mary couldn’t find a room of their own for the night.  Nature couldn’t wait; when the birth pains began, Mary had the baby right where they had taken shelter—nearby, perhaps even in an animal stall. (Editor’s Note:  Orthodox icons of the Nativity hold to the Tradition that the Incarnation of Christ took place in a cave.  The symbolism to the birth in the cave is significant—first of all, God would have created the cave, it would not have been made by human hands.  There being “no room at the inn” not only reflects that there was no lodging available in Bethlehem, but that nothing made by human hands, like an inn, could contain the uncreated God.  Hence, God became incarnate in something He, Himself, had created, the cave. The second symbolism is that the reason for the Incarnation was so that the Son of God could live, and die, and live again, as noted above.  After the Crucifixion, Jesus was again laid in a cave, a tomb.  So the beginning and the climax of His earthly ministry have a beautiful symmetry, in that both involve being in a cave.)  She laid her newborn son in the bed most obviously available, the feeding trough for the animals.

At that moment, just outside Bethlehem, a group of unsuspecting shepherds tended their flocks beneath a starry sky.  Suddenly, piercing the darkness with radiant light, an angel appeared in front of them, scaring them witless.  But the angel calmed them with an announcement of great joy: a Savior had been born in Jerusalem, King David’s hometown (Luke 2: 10-11).  (David was one of Israel’s most beloved early kings, a visionary and a poet, and many of the Psalms in the Old Testament are attributed to him.)

As the shepherds watched in wonder, the heavens suddenly filled with countless angels, worshiping and praising God.  The astounded shepherds abandoned their watch to find this Savior proclaimed by the angel. Once they found him, they shared their fantastic story with everyone they encountered.

Others bore witness to the divine birth.  From far beyond the borders of Judea, scholars and men of wisdom, known to their culture as magi, saw a bright star in the nighttime sky that signified the birth of a great ruler.  They traveled tirelessly on to the city of Jerusalem, where they inquired of the Roman ruler, Herod, where they might find the new baby king in order to worship him and pay their respects with the priceless gifts they had carried with them for that purpose.

But the kingdom of this newborn child was not of this world.  Jesus’ destiny was not to rule politically, though many in His time never understood that.  Herod was one of them: when he heard the magi’s description, he perceived the newborn “king” as a threat to his throne.  Making an effort to mask his jealousy, even as he was hatching dark schemes to have his infant rival killed, Herod asked the wise men to return to him after they found the king, asserting that he, too, might worship Him.

When the wise men finally did find Jesus playing at Mary’s feet, perhaps as much as two years after His birth, the foreign travelers fell to the ground in praise and lavished their gifts—gold, frankincense and myrrh—upon the child.  The number of gifts has frequently led to the assumption that there were three wise men in all, but the Bible does not give their names.  

Having fulfilled their hearts’ desire—to behold with their own eyes the great king whose birth the star heralded—God warned these Eastern travelers not to return to Herod, but instead to slip silently from his kingdom.  Joseph, too, received a warning in a dream to take his family to Egypt until they were safe from Herod (Matthew 2:13)  In this way, Jesus escaped Herod’s wrath, for the frightened ruler, fearful of losing this throne, now ordered a massacre: every male child two years and younger in the region of Bethlehem was killed.

Jesus Grows Up

The New Testament paints its portrait of Jesus’ childhood with very few strokes, but the Gospels according to Matthew and Luke do provide a few details of His growing years.  Luke summarizes the life of the young Jesus by simply saying that He grew in stature and wisdom just like the other boys of His day. (Luke 2:40)

Jesus at Two—According to Matthew’s Gospel (2:13-23), while Jesus was still a baby, God warned Joseph in a dream of King Herod’s murderous intention: to rid the land of any possible rival to his throne.  The Old Testament had promised the Jewish people that a Messiah would come to save them.  While expectations for a future deliverer were prevalent, some hoped for a military king like David, who would defeat their oppressors (i.e. the Roman authorities), and others hoped for a prophet like Moses—a messianic figure chosen by God to bring salvation and speak God’s word.  Mary and Joseph fled to Egypt with their newborn son and escaped the bloodbath that Herod rained upon every male child in Jerusalem who was two or under.

Jesus at Twelve—Joseph and Mary probably traveled to Jerusalem every year to celebrate the ancient Jewish feast of Passover.  Jerusalem was the center of Jewish worship, so for this, the most significant religious feast, as many Jewish families as were able would caravan together for a time of celebration and worship.  Jesus would logically have accompanied His family on the journey.  

On their return to Galilee in the year Jesus was twelve, His parents traveled an entire day before realizing that their Son was not with their party.  Strange as this may sound to our ears, in that day large groups of extended family and friends traveled together, and Jesus’ parents probably assumed He was in the company of relatives or friends.

Frantic, Jesus’ parents rushed back to Jerusalem and spent three agonizing days searching for their missing Son.  They finally found Jesus at the city’s main temple, where the priests had welcomed Him more as a peer in spiritual matters than as a young boy.  When Joseph and Mary understandably chided Him for wandering off, their gifted Son asked them why they hadn’t thought to look for Him in the temple—His Father’s house (Luke 2: 42-50).  This is one of the earliest manifestations of His divine nature.  

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for Passover.  And when Jesus was twelve years old, they all went there as usual for the celebration.  After Passover, His parents left, but they did not know that Jesus had stayed on in the city. . .Three days later, they found Jesus sitting in the temple, listening to the teachers and asking them questions. . .Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.  


(Excerpt from Luke 2: 41-51) 
The Importance of Christ’s Genealogy

The four Gospels that tell us of the life of Christ are very different, and each recounts the story in its own way.  Mark begins his account with the herald of God, John the Baptist, proclaiming Jesus’ identity.  Luke’s story begins even earlier, with the announcement of John the Baptist’s birth 30 years before the public ministry of Jesus.  John’s Gospel tells the story from the very beginning of history, opening with the words “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” (John 1:1)

Matthew begins his account in the midst of Jewish history (1:1-17), placing Jesus firmly in the genealogical context of the Jewish people, suggesting His heritage was a harbinger of His divinity.  His ancestor Enoch was known for walking closely with God (Genesis 5:24).  Rahab, a woman outside the Israelite community and a prostitute as well, entered into the lineage of Christ because she had faith in the God of the Israelites and assisted Israel’s army in the famous battle of Jericho.

An even more renowned ancestor of Jesus was King David, whom the Bible calls a man who pleased God (Acts 13:22).  None of these human ancestors lived flawless lives, but in their strengths and weaknesses, God’s will was working to bring His Son into human history.  

Why the Christmas Tree?

Long before the birth of Jesus, many cultures included evergreens in their religious practices.

Some people believed that evergreens protected them from evil spirits and illnesses.  The Druids hung holly in their doorways to keep witches away.   Ancient Egyptians decorated their homes with green palm rushes for the winter solstice.  Romans decorated their homes with evergreen branches in honor of the solstice.  They also hung wreaths on their doors.  And the Vikings of Scandinavia believes that conifers were the sacred plant of Balder, the sun god.

The evergreen’s leap to Christianity may have begun with St. Boniface in 723 A.D.  Tradition says that while attempting to convert a Norse tribe, he chopped down a sacred pagan tree.  Growing in the roots of this tree was a fir seedling.  Boniface used the fir as a symbol for the Christian faith, teaching that Christ’s light is as constant as the fir’s green color.

The practice of moving an actual tree in to a home likely began in the early sixteenth century.  Legend has it that Martin Luther brought a fir tree into his home one Christmas Eve and that he decorated the tree with lit candles in honor of Jesus’ birth.  Some say he wanted to symbolize the tree of life in the Garden of Eden.  

The tradition traveled to America with German soldiers in the eighteenth century.  At first many resisted the tree, a pagan symbol, but eventually the Christmas tree won out.  By the 1890s, ornaments began to arrive, most of which were shipped from Germany.

Why December 25th?

We don’t know the actual date of Jesus’ birth, but it most likely wasn’t on December 25.

In Christianity’s early years, people debated when Jesus’ birthday should be celebrated.  Some Christians were against observing it at all, as they didn’t want Jesus compared to Pharoah and Herod, whose birthdays were commemorated.  But in the fourth century, the date of Christmas was fixed at December 25.  

December 25 was already considered the birthday of the sun.  Using the technology available at the time, ancient astronomers observed that on December 25, the days started to get longer again.  They recognized the date as the winter solstice, when the sun is born again each year.

The Romans celebrated the birthday of the god Sol Invictus (Unconquered Sun) on December 25.  This day was also recognized as the birthday of Mithra, the sun god of the ancient Persians, and as the birthday of Attis, an agricultural god worshipped in Asia Minor. 

Even though it coincided with Pagan and other non-Christian festivals, December 25th, being the day that the light overtakes the darkness, has much symbolism for Christians, as it is the day that the Light (Christ through the Incarnation) began to take over the darkness of sin.
Traditions and Legends

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things which have been accomplished among us, just as they were delivered to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may know the truth concerning the things of which you have been informed.  
Luke 1:1-4
Where history leaves gaps, traditions and legends often rush to fill in the details.  Here are a few examples of the traditions and legends that have arisen around the story of the Christ-child.  

1. Jesus was born near the beginning of the first century A.D.
Matthew set his Gospel account of Jesus’ birth in historical context, during the reign of Herod the King (Herod the Great rules Judea from 37 B.C.-4 B.C.).  Because we know the date of Herod’s death, a key event in this story, we have a firm time marker, one that is somewhat surprising.  If Jesus was born while Herod was still ruling, then Jesus was born before 4 B.C.

2. Young Jesus learned miracles from Egyptian magicians.
According to Matthew’s Gospel, (2:13-23) Joseph fled to Egypt with Mary and Jesus to escape Herod’s killing of all baby boys in the region.  After Herod died, they returned to Nazareth.  Jesus would have been two years old at the time.  He would have been far too young to interact with the Egyptian mystics.

3. The child Jesus made clay pigeons come to life.
Apocryphal Gospels tell of the child Jesus performing miracles flourished during the centuries immediately following His death and resurrection.  But John records Jesus’ miracle of turning water into wine at the wedding at Cana as the first (John 2:11).  Though Jesus could have performed miracles as a child, the New Testament offers no credible evidence to support that idea.

4. Young Jesus raised friends from the dead.
The infancy Gospels are apocrypha.  These are texts that purport to record historic events, but are not accepted as authentic biblical scripture.  The Infancy Gospel of Thomas describes numerous miracles, including one in which Jesus resurrects a friend who had died after falling from a roof.

Next month: The Miracles of Jesus

Liturgical Schedule for December

Sunday, December 2

Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Altar Boys: Captains and St. Luke (Yonathan Alem, Christos Nenos, Peter Makrides, Alexios Diniaco, Nicholas Katzaras, James Katzaras
Ushers: Chris Kavouklis, George Fellios, Florin Patrasciou
Coffee Hour: Community Outreach
Tuesday, December 4
Feast of St. Barbara





Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, December 6
Feast of St. Nicholas





Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, December 9

Feast of the Conception of the Virgin Mary by St. Anna





Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Altar Boys: Captains and St. John (Mihail Kaburis, Michael James, Dean Mitseas, Dominic Garcia, George Tsillas, Nicholas Alsina)

Ushers: Pete Trakas, Ed Gerecke, David Voykin
Coffee Hour: Bible Study
Wednesday, December 12
Feast of St. Spyridon





Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, December 16
Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Altar Boys: Captains and St. Matthew (Nicholas Kavouklis, Karter Lenardos, Gregory Koutroumanis, Harry Koutroumanis, Brigham Sibley)

Ushers: Nick Kavouklis, Greg Tisdale, John Tsibris
Coffee Hour: TBA
Sunday, December 23
Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Altar Boys: Captains and St. Mark (John Karamitsanis, Lukas Karamitsanis, George Hambos, Andrew Mellon-Lynn, Nicholas Yotis, Tyler Shanahan)

Ushers: Peter Theophanous, Ron Myer, John Alexander
Coffee Hour: AHEPA/Daughters
SERVICES FOR CHRISTMAS
Sunday, December 23
The Royal Hours of Christmas
6:00-7:30 p.m.
Monday, December 24
Feast of the Nativity





Great Vespers




8:45 a.m.





Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

9:30-11:00 a.m.





VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS





Church open for Prayer


5:00 p.m.





Orthros of Christmas



5:30 p.m.





The Great Doxology



6:45 p.m.





Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
7:00 p.m.

Altar Boys: Captains only

Coffee Hour: Parish Council Christmas Reception
Sunday, December 30
Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Altar Boys: Anyone attending may serve

Ushers: Brett Mourer, Kevin Fentress, Ippokratis Kantzios
Coffee Hour: Young at Heart
Tuesday, January 1, 2013
Feast of St. Basil the Great/New Year’s Day





Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Friday, January 4

Royal Hours of Epiphany
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Saturday, January 5

Forefeast of the Epiphany





Vesperal Liturgy 

9:00-10:30 a.m.





Blessing of the Waters
10:30 a.m.

Sunday, January 6

Feast of Epiphany





Orthros 8:30 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 9:45 a.m.





Blessing of the Waters
11:00 a.m.

Altar Boys:Captains and St. Luke (Yonathan Alem, Christos Nenos, Peter Makrides, Alexios Diniaco, Nicholas Katzaras, James Katzaras)

Ushers:

Coffee Hour: Daughters of Penelope
Services for the Feast of St. John the Baptist
Sunday, January 6

Great Vespers of St. John the Baptist
7:00 p.m.





Philoptochos Reception following Vespers
Monday, January 7

Feast of St. John the Baptist





Orthros 8:30 a.m.
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.





Luncheon sponsored by Parish Council following Liturgy
SERVICES OF CHRISTMAS

~December 23-Royal Hours of Christmas-The service of the Royal Hours consists of Prayers, Hymns, Psalms and Old Testament prophecies that foretell the coming of Christ on Christmas.  Also read are the Gospel passages of the feast of Christmas.  There is no Communion at this service.  Rather, it is a service of quiet meditation in anticipation of the Nativity. We will hold this service at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 23.  We will celebrate the entire service by candlelight.  This will be a wonderful and peaceful way to usher in the Feast of the Nativity.
~December 24-Christmas-There are traditionally two Divine Liturgies celebrated in connection with the feasts of Christmas, Epiphany and Pascha.  On December 24, in the morning, we will celebrate the Great Vespers of Christmas followed by the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great.  The Vespers of Christmas includes Old Testament Prophecy Readings. It is hoped that those with young children and those who do not drive at night will take advantage of this morning Liturgy, which will be celebrated on December 24 with Vespers at 8:45 a.m. and Divine Liturgy from 9:30-11:00 a.m. On the evening of the 24th, the Church will be open for a time of silent prayer beginning at 5:00 p.m.  Orthros will be celebrated at 5:30 p.m., followed by the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at 7:00 p.m.  From 5:00-6:45 p.m., the church will be illumined only by candlelight.  Many of you have made a tradition of coming to church for this vigil of prayer and the Orthros and Liturgy and many people who have done so have commented to me how powerful the celebration of Christmas was for them.  Liturgy on Christmas Eve will be followed by a reception sponsored by the Parish Council in the Kourmolis Center, so that we can all break bread as a community on the feast of the Nativity of our Lord.
Services in December

~December 4-Feast of St. Barbara and St. John of Damascus-On December 4, we celebrate the feastday of St. Barbara, a martyr for Christ who was martyred by her own father.  On the same day, we celebrate the feastday of St. John of Damascus, a hymnographer of the church who also was a strong defender of iconography.

~December 6-Feast of St. Nicholas-On December 6, we celebrate the feast of St. Nicholas, the patron saint of travelers.  The tradition of Santa Claus is derived from St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, who was giving gifts to those less fortunate.

~December 12-Feast of St. Spyridon-St. Spyridon was Bishop of Trimythous.  Tradition is that each year, the remains of St. Spyridon are opened to reveal that his shoes have been worn out.  They are changed each year.  St. Spyridon continues to intercede for the souls of the faithful, wandering over the earth to do so.

Services in our neighboring parishes—The month of December brings several church feastdays and other services related to Christmas and Epiphany that are being held in our neighboring parishes. They are listed as follows:

~Monday, December 3
Great Vespers for Feast of St. Barbara-6:00 p.m. at St. Barbara in Sarasota

~Wednesday, December 5
Great Vespers for Feast of St. Nicholas-(Call for time). at St. Nicholas in Tarpon Springs

~Wednesday, December 26 Great Vespers for Feast of St. Stephanos-7:00 p.m. at St. Stephanos in St. Petersburg
~Thursday, December 27
Divine Liturgy for Feast of St. Stephanos-9:00 a.m. at St. Stephanos in St. Petersburg
Parish Registry

Baptism-Khloe (Anastasia) Pediredla, daughter of Pavan and Elona Pediredla, was baptized on Sunday, October 21.  Godparents were Maria and Ana Selky. Na Sas Zisi!
Baptism-Julie Sophia Konstas, daughter of Demetrios and Mary Ann Konstas, was baptized on Saturday, October 27.  Mike and Maria Xenick were the Godparents.  Na Sas Zisi!

Baptism-Thomas Reace, son of Richard and Virginia Reace, was baptized on Saturday, November 17.  Godparents were Steve and Andrea Small.  Na Sas Zisi!
Baptism-David Herring, son of Jonathan and Muriel Herring, was baptized on Sunday, November 18.  Godparents were Elijah Pano and Diana Perez.  Na Sas Zisi!
Chrismation-Rachel O’Malley was received into the Orthodox Church through the sacrament of Chrismation on Friday, October 26.  Anessa Zaharis was the Godmother.  Congratulations!

Triple Chrismation-John Shearer, and his children Sarah and Thomas, were received into the Orthodox Church through the sacrament of Chrismation on Sunday, November 4.  George Tsangaris (John), Ourania Stephanides (Sarah) and Christos Stephanides (Thomas) served as the Godparents.  Welcome to our Church! 
Wedding-Constantine Zaharis and Rachel O’Malley were married on Saturday, October 27.  John Zaharis was the Koumbaro.  Congratulations!

Wedding-Alex Anton and Kristen Strawser were married on Saturday, November 17.  John Andropoulos was the Koumbaro.  Congratulations!
Trisagion-A Trisagion Service was offered for Nicolai Daec on Monday, October 29.  May his memory be eternal.

Funeral-Nick Prokos, passed away on October 23.  Funeral Services were held on November 2.  May his memory be eternal!

Funeral-Kyriaki Mellon passed away on October 31.  Funeral services were held on November 5.  May her memory be eternal!
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TAMPA GREEK FESTIVAL 2012

Our 2012 festival was a resounding success! God blessed us with wonderful weather, good crowds and lots of volunteers.

 Last year’s OPA! Tent added much needed additional seating and a great entertainment venue which  again added new energy to the event. Guests and workers alike enjoyed the outside party atmosphere. Our food and hospitality were at its best.

Moving the dance floor to the middle of the K Center proved to be a success as well. Many longtime patrons commented that they were able to see the dancing for the first time! The new improved Kid’s Area was fabulous!

It takes a lot of hands and hearts to put on an event like this. Our festival committee is the backbone of our event. They have put in countless hours behind the scenes to make the festival happen. Please take the time to thank them.

FESTIVAL CHAIRMAN – Katherine Sakkis
	ADVERTISING - Catherine Mitseas
	

	BAKING- Mary Nenos
	

	BAKLAVA SUNDAE - GOYA
	

	BOOKSTORE - Bill Manikas
	

	BUFFET LINE- Donna Hambos
	

	DECORATING- Joann Hartung
	

	DOLMATHES- Marina Paras

	ENTERTAINMENT/BAND - John Demas
	

	ENTERTAINMENT/DANCERS - Alex Demaio
	

	FESTIVAL WEBSITE- Kevin Fentress
	

	FIRST AID - Lisa Alsina
	

	KAFENION - Peter Theophanous
	

	KIDS AREA - Alexis Scarfogliero
	

	LOUKOMADES - Angie Halkias
	

	MANPOWER-  Ourania Stephanides

	Meze- Byron Nenos

	MOBILE TAVERNA - Victoria & Greg Melton
	

	PARKING - David Voikyn
	

	PASTRY- Lisa Alsina

	SANDWICH/GYRO- Ari Georgiou
	

	SCHEMATIC - Bill Neyland
	

	TAKE OUT - John Alexander
	

	TAVERNA - Theresa Smyrnakis
	

	VENDORS- Joann Hartung
	

	
	


There are many bills to be paid before final results can be released. Please be patient as we work on the final tallies. Result will be announced as soon as possible.  Thanks to all who helped out and supported the festival and please remember to thank God for his blessings upon our festival and our church.
Community News

Parish Council Elections-Elections for the Parish Council will take place on Sunday, December 9, following the Divine Liturgy.

Christmas Reception-The Parish Council will sponsor a reception on December 24, following the Christmas Divine Liturgy, in the Kourmolis Center.  Katherine Sakkis, President, is the chairperson of this event.  Let us all come together to break bread and have fellowship on the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord.

The Sunday School Christmas Program will be held in the church at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, December 16.

Office Closed for Christmas and New Year Holidays-The Church Office will be closed on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, and on New Years’ Day for these holidays.

NEW INFORMATION REGARDING SUBMITTING THINGS FOR THE MESSENGER AND BULLETIN—PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

1. The NEW Deadline to submit something for the weekly bulletin will be Tuesday afternoon at 4:00 p.m.

2. The Deadline for all Messenger submissions will be the 15th of the month for the month following.

3. All information for the Messenger or Bulletin must be sent electronically—don’t just hand in a flyer.

4. Full page flyers will not be placed in the Messenger unless space permits—this will be at the discretion of the staff.

5. It is unreasonable to run a message for an event that is month’s away in every Sunday bulletin.
6. It is your responsibility to send in information that you would like printed in the parish periodicals.  We are not going to “hunt you down” and remind you.

REGARDING OUR OFFICE STAFF—

It requires “work” to run a church.  Our office staff works hard to assist the priest and parish council in administering this church and serving the parishioners.  One of our parishioners, who was not happy with the recent budget mailing, saying that it contained mistakes, called up and berated our new secretary for half an hour about it.  It wasn’t her fault.  She just printed and copied as she was told.  She quit over this incident.  Another parishioner asked the secretary to run a large amount of information in a large amount of bulletins.  The secretary asked me if this would be okay and I said that it wouldn’t.  We would run the information but not full page ads for three months about the same event.  The parishioner harangued the secretary to “negotiate” this with me and wouldn’t leave until it was done to her satisfaction.  This is unacceptable!!!  First of all, you have no right to berate anyone in the office.  We are here to serve, not be abused.  And there are many people and many interests to be served—we do our best to accommodate.  When you come to the office, be respectful of the time of our office staff.  If they speak to a parishioner for an hour, that is an hour that they are not working on the many tasks that they have to do.  We need to run a more efficient office and you being respectful of the time and effort of our office staff will go a long way in doing that.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

+Fr. Stavros

Chrysanthemum Ball Thanks-Engie Halkias and the Chrysanthemum Ball Committee would like to graciously thank all of the volunteers, participants and the following for their generous donations:  ABC Pizza, Land and Sea, the Ranch House, Greek Boys, the Fresh Market, Brennan, Holden and Kavouklis Law Firm, Dr. Nick’s White and Healthy, Sweet Bay Grocery Store, Home Depot, the Palios family, Anonymous Donors, Tampa Bay’s Farmers Market, the Blankenship Family, Mrs. Dorothy Bush, Mr. and Mrs. George Tsagaris, and most especially, our overall chairperson of the event, Engie Halkias.   The Chrysanthemum Ball was a great success and the monies generated will be used towards the Kourmolis Center enhancement projects.
Meeting Schedule for December

Sunday
December 
2
GOYA


5:00 p.m.
Kourmolis Center

Tuesday
December 
4
Young at Heart
11:30 a.m.
Zaharias Room

Tuesday
December 
11
Parish Council

6:15 p.m.
Multi-Purpose Room

Sunday
December 
16
AHEPA/Daughters
After Liturgy

Monday
December 
17
College Student Retreat  9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. K-Center

College Day Retreat

Fr. Stavros will hold a one-day mini retreat for college students.  It will be from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. on Monday, December 17.  It will be a chance to discuss how college is going, how to be a Christian in a largely un-Christian college environment, and how to stay connected with God.  There will also be time for fellowship and asking questions.  Lunch will be served.  This event is free of charge and all college students from our parish and neighboring parishes are welcome to attend.  Please RSVP to Fr. Stavros by December 12.

Ministries

Bible Study
Bible Study will meet on December 3, 10 and 17 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the multi-purpose room.  Following the December 17th meeting, we will take a break for Christmas and resume in  January. 

JOY/HOPE
Community Outreach Opportunity for Hope/Joy Families-Sunday, December 23 

Families are invited to assist at the Metropolitan Ministries Holiday Tent.  There are many jobs to fill there, and even young children can help.  We have arranged to have a special lunch menu available from Evos for purchase.  Bring a change of clothes (wear comfortable clothes, preferable jeans or pants and closed toe shoes.) We will eat lunch together after church and head over to the Tent to volunteer from 2:00 – 4:00. A sign up will be available online as well as the lunch menu.  You can even pay for your lunch online! What a great way to enjoy fellowship together and to put the hectic time of year into perspective by helping others and sharing our joy of Christmas!

Young at Heart

SAVE THE DATE-Young at Heart 4th annual Greek Apokdreatiko Glendi—Saturday, February 23- Mark your calendar for this fun-filled event. Profits will go to the church.  Contact Ron “Kiriakos” Myer at 813-909-2327 or Marina Paras at 813-254-6980 for more information and to reserve your tickets in advance.  $25 for Adults ($30 at the door) for ages 15 and up; $15 for ages 10-15, and under 10 is free.

Sunday School

Sunday School Christmas Program-The Sunday School Christmas program will be held at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, December 16.
Sunday School Christmas Party/Program Rehearsal-December 15-The Sunday School will have a Christmas Party and practice for the Christmas Program on Saturday, December 15, from 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Lunch will be included.  We will meet in the Kourmolis Center for crafts, games, decorating and lots of fun together.  Please bring an unwrapped gift to donate to the Child Abuse Council.  We will rehearse the Christmas program one last time in the church at the end of the party.

Fall Harvest Festival a Success-Over 40 of our JOY/HOPE Sunday School Students participated in our Fall Harvest Festival on October 28.  Thanks to Maria Xenick for chairing this event, and to everyone else who helped out—what a wonderful event!!!

GOYA

GOYA Meeting-The GOYA meeting for December will be held on Sunday, December 2 from 5:00-7:30 p.m. in the Kourmolis Center.  Dinner, as always, will be provided.  We’ll also have our annual Christmas party, with games and Christmas activities, as well as a spiritual discussion on the meaning of Christmas.
GOYA Christmas Card-GOYA will be doing their annual Community Christmas Card as a fundraiser for their events during the year.  Sign-ups for the Christmas Card will be taken Sundays after church, on November 25, December 2 and December 9, or mail in your name (as you would like it to appear on the card) and check for $25 made out to St. John GOYA by December 15.

Community Outreach
Thank you to everyone who continues to support our Community Outreach ministry to serve the homeless and those in need.  In addition to supporting First Presbyterian Church’s breakfast for the homeless on the 3rd Saturday of each month (December 15 from 8:00am-10:30am), in December we will have opportunities to work in the Metropolitan Ministries' Holiday Tent. 

 

On December 21 from 3:30pm-6:30pm, we will need 25 volunteers to help distribute food and toy to families in need for Christmas in the Metropolitan Ministries Holiday Tent just north of downtown Tampa.  Volunteers in the Holiday Tent do a wide variety of tasks, including sorting canned goods, assisting families with registration on the computer, or walking families through the food shopping area (just to name a few).  This is a great opportunity for families with children over the age of 8.  Last year, approximately 30,000 families were served in the Holiday Tent with food and toys for Christmas.  The Joy/Hope "Boxes of Hope" food drive in November supported the families who come to the Holiday Tent. 
If you would like to get more information about these events or to sign up, please contact Betty Katherine Palios at bettypalios@gmail.com or 813-468-1596.
Joy/Hope will be volunteering in the Holiday Tent on December 23 from 2:30-4:30pm.   Please email Maria Xenick for information on volunteering with Joy/Hope on the 23rd.
AHEPA/DAUGHTERS

Scholarship Opportunities-St. John's Greek Orthodox Church is pleased to announce the AHEPA and Daughters of Penelope Scholarship Committee are accepting applications.  The 2012 scholarship's purpose is to promote, encourage, and advance education at the college, university and graduate school levels.  For applications and information contact Edie Kavouklis st 813.758.0305 or Marina Paras at 813.966.9527.  The deadline for submission is November 30th, 2012.
AHEPA Family Scholarship and Christmas Social Dinner-The AHEPA and Daughter of Penelope Chapters of our church invite everyone to attend the AHEPA Family Scholarship and Christmas Social Dinner, to be held at the Floridan Palace Hotel on December 21, 2012.  The event will begin at 6:30 p.m. and is open to family, friend and members of the community who would like to celebrate the Christmas season with us and to congratulate the recipients of the AHEPA family Scholarships.  The price of the dinner is $40.00 per person, including the gratuity.  Seating is limited.  Make your reservations by December 10 by calling Marina Paras (813-2254-6980) or Edie Kavouklis (813-758-0305).  Please make checks payable to “Daughters of Penelope.”
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

It was wonderful to see so many of our youth volunteer at the Greek Festival.  This is just another example of STEWARDSHIP.  Thank you to the children of St. John's who helped make our festival a success, through their hard work and dancing.  The dancers (big and small) were fabulous.

Our third YOUTH SUNDAY on November 4th, was a huge success.  We would like to thank all our students who sang the Liturgical Hymns with the choir and Matthew Peckham for reading the Epistle.  Wasn't the PROSFORO delicious?  We would like to thank our Third and Fourth Graders for making this special bread.

OCTOBER 20TH SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE:

PRE-SCHOOL:  The class learned about our church vessels (Chalice, Disko/Star, Communion Cover Set, The Gospel, the Censor, etc.).  The students learned how they are used and what they are for.  They got to touch and hold each one.    

KINDERGARTEN:   Talked about what our 5 senses see and do in church.  The children volunteered what each sense does and how they use it in church (i.e. touch = hold and light the candle or pick up the prosforo, eyes = see the icons, nose = the incense, etc etc).  Their coloring project of the day reflected an image that got the conversation rolling.  Discussed how in God's house our prayers rise like the incense smoke that they all acknowledged they have actually seen with their eyes - trying to relate how much of the "mystical components" are part of having a relationship with God that we can't see can sometimes have some physical connections….. Learned the concept of why we light candles when we first come into church = "I am the light of the world" = God.  Related this also to what their eyes can see, what they do with their senses.

FIRST GRADE:  Lesson:  It is special to be an Orthodox Christian.  The students drew a picture of our church and discussed it.  They also worked on learning the Lord's Prayer.

SECOND GRADE:  The students learned that Mary and Joseph took Jesus to Egypt to flee from King Herod.  They also discussed how parents should love and teach their children.
THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE:  Lesson:  God's People Give Thanks… The class learned that giving thanks is an important part of sharing.  The class discussed when we give thanks to God and to others.  They learned the following morning prayer:  "Lord, thank you for the gift of this new day.  Give me courage to be honest, kind, and helpful to others.  Fill my heart with love and joy.  Amen."

FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE:  The class made their own chalices today.  

SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE:  The students learned about the life of St. Nectarius.  They also discussed miracles and the Gospel lesson.

HIGH SCHOOL:  Analysis of Gospel Reading:  What are our demons?  How do we declare all that God has done for us?

OCTOBER 27TH SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE:

PRE-SCHOOL:  The class learned about the 10 Commandments, what they are and why they are important.  They also made a craft for these 10 Commandments.

KINDERGARTEN:  Review using our 5 senses in church and relating how we use them with the different holy vessels of Holy Communion (Chalice, Disko/Star, Communion Cover Set, The Gospel, the Censor, etc.).The children had an opportunity to touch/pass around (and even practice gently swinging the Censor!) all the different items as well as the significance of them.  We started the first time of the Lord's Prayer in Greek.  Related it to what we have already studied in English.  

FIRST GRADE:  Lesson:  The Holy Spirit helps us to do good. The students also worked on learning the Lord's Prayer.

SECOND GRADE:  The students learned that God wants children to love their parents.  They also learned about what an icon is and how it represents a religious saint or event that we want to remember and respect.  
THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE:  The students made Prosforo for Sunday's Youth Service.  They learned how/why it is made and what each part of the seal represents. The class reviewed the first unit in their program and celebrated reaching their first attendance goal.  

FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE:  Lessons:  1. We Live by Faith - Abraham's faith was tested by God.  2.  Our Faith is God Should Grow - Jacob wrestled with his faith in God.

SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE:  The students had a music lesson in preparation of Youth Sunday.  They also discussed miracles and the Gospel lesson this week.

HIGH SCHOOL:  The class read the Gospel lesson and it's effects upon it's characters.  The class discussed various levels and states of faith and how integral it is, though it doesn't come easily for us all.  They discussed how God plays into modern scientific theories and how God has never been disproven.  The students learned about the Litany of the Divine Liturgy and the individual petitions.  Which petitions mean something special to us?

NOVEMBER 4TH SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE:

PRE-SCHOOL:  The class learned about Jonah and the Whale.  The class made a craft to go with it.  

KINDERGARTEN:  The students learned that we have guardian angels to watch over us and pray for us. The feast day is November 8th.  reviewed the Lord's Prayer.  

FIRST GRADE:  Lesson:  Jesus Loves Me. The students read the story of Jesus loving the little children.  They decorated a heart with a drawing of themselves with Jesus.  The students also worked on learning the Lord's Prayer.

SECOND GRADE:  The students learned about the sacrament of marriage.  They also learned about Jesus' first miracle - Changing water into wine.
THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE:  Lesson:  Jesus brought us the good news about God's love for us.  Discussed John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.  So that everyone who believes in Him may not die, but have eternal life.  

FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE:  The students made their Communion Cloth Set for the chalice and disko/star that they previously made.

SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE:  The class read and discussed the Gospel.  The students did an activity relating to world poverty.

HIGH SCHOOL:  The class studied the antiphons in the Liturgy, and their origins.  Discussion on Small Entrance and the "Kalymata", the cloths used over the Communion.

Thank you for your support of our Sunday School Program.  If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact us at rpeckham@tampabay.rr.com.

Are we alive in heaven?

By Charlie Hambos

When I announced the Sunday School schedule for the small parish I go to in New Hampshire one of the things I mentioned was that if a student had a question or a topic they wanted to discuss to let me know. Sure enough, before my class started one Sunday, a parent pulled me aside and told me a question her 5-year-old daughter asked her, “Are we alive in heaven?” The best answer to this question is, “I do not know because I haven’t been there.” That is until I was doing some research for a sermon and talking with a professor about the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus found in Luke 16:19-31.  In this parable, the rich man is a big show off and Lazarus, a poor, homeless and sick man who is sitting at the rich man’s gate, yearns only for the crumbs that fall from the rich man’s table and he doesn’t even get that. When each of these respective characters die, the rich man goes to Hades and Lazarus goes to the Bosom of Abraham (heaven). As the rich man is burning up, he can see Lazarus in heaven and asks Abraham to send Lazarus to dip his finger in water and put it on his tongue. The rich man here, calls Lazarus by name. Wait a minute, how did he know his name? This shows that the rich man knew about Lazarus and chose to ignore him during his life. The rest of this parable is very important and the entire parable is full of so many things but I want to return to the young student’s question, “Are we alive in heaven?” According to this parable, not only are we alive but we are even more aware of things there than we are here. Here we aren’t necessarily aware of the people we come across everyday. We don’t know their stories. More importantly, we aren’t always necessarily aware of ourselves. We aren’t aware that we may have hurt someone or aware that what we are doing is bad for our spiritual health. In heaven, we will be more aware of our emotions, our thoughts and feelings. Most of those things will be consumed by glorifying God. Overall, all of the things we feel now will be even greater. Even the greatest drug on earth for this type of experience will not heighten our senses to what they will be in heaven. Again, the best answer is still probably, “I don’t know because I haven’t been there.” However, we are given small glimpses like the one in this parable and we must take advantage of it when we find it. It seems that not only will be alive but we will be more alive than we are now. 
Just a quick update on my life here at Holy Cross, since I haven’t written for the Messenger for a while and I apologize. I am continuing my work at Taxiarchai Greek Orthodox Church in Laconia, NH. I began offering the Sunday School twice a month and I have had consistently more than 7 or 8 students of all ages each time. This semester I am also doing Hospital Ministry, where I must complete 100 hours of time at a hospital visiting with patients throughout the entire year. I am assigned to the Holy Trinity Nursing Home in Worcester, MA. Believe it or not, this is an Eastern Orthodox Christian facility owned by a Pan-Orthodox group made up of several Orthodox Christian churches in Massachusetts.  There are many Greek patients there and they have a small chapel where they offer the Divine Liturgy every Wednesday morning. I spend my Friday afternoons there and spend time with many of the Greek-speaking patients and I also go around to different rooms and visit with patients individually. I have really enjoyed this work and I look forward to my weekly visits. Other classes, I am taking are Theology of Pastoral Care, Advanced Modern Greek, Addiction and Spirituality, Orthodox Christian Ethics, Byzantine Music and Teleturgics. I also serve as an assistant chant group leader in the chapel on campus.

My church family at St. John’s is always in my thoughts and prayers. I hope and pray that everyone has a Merry Christmas and remembers the true reason for the season. If anyone ever wants to contact me or ask any questions, please e-mail me at Charlie.hambos@gmail.com and my on campus address is 50 Goddard Avenue, Box 016, Brookline, MA 02445.  

Help Decorate our Church for Christmas
You May Buy One or More Poinsettias and/or Red Candles for the Windows

In Honor of a loved one, for the Good Health of Family

Or in Memory of a loved one

This is a wonderful way to honor someone special in your life

Donations Needed for Christmas

Poinsettias (many needed to decorate church) 
$25 per plant

Red Vigil Candles for Windows


$15 per candle

Flowers for Icon of Christmas in Narthex 
$50

Donations Needed for St. John’s Day—January 7

Flowers for Icon of St. John in Narthex

$50

Wreath of Flowers over St. John Icon on Iconostasion

$75

Name______________________________________________________

I wish to donate:
_________Poinsettias (at $25 per plant)




________Vigil Candles for windows (at $15 per candle)




________Flowers for icon of Christmas in Narthex ($50)




_______Flowers for icon of St. John in Narthex ($50)




________Flowers for icon of St. John on Iconostasion ($75)

For the health of__________________________________________________________

Or  In memory of___________________________________________________________

Please send form and check to the church office, attention: Nick
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Please detach and send into the church office for Community Christmas Card

GOYA COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD

Name (as you would like it to appear on the Christmas Card)_________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number___________________________________________________________

Please make check for $25 out to St. John GOYA and mail this form along with payment to the church office by December 15.  Thank you and Merry Christmas!!!


[image: image1]
Keeping the “Mass” in Christmas by Fr. Mark Sietsema

Don’t look now, but it’s coming soon to billboards and lawn signs near you: “Keep Christ in Christmas!”  If memory serves, one first started seeing this slogan right around the time that the whole political correctness craze hit. Towns started removing manger scenes from their squares, and businesses stopped sending out “Christmas cards” and began to send “Holiday Greetings” instead.  

And so, at indignation for being wished a “Happy Holiday” one too many times, some folks came up with the rallying cry, “Keep Christ in Christmas.”  The mentality seems to be: “We Christians staked our claim on the last week of December, and no ‘multi-culti’ claim-jumpers can come and rename our season.”   In fact, I once heard on the radio an evangelical Christian who proposed that we take it a step further and put a long I in the pronunciation of Christmas, i.e. “ChrIst”mas.  

There is a problem with this campaign: what exactly does one do to keep Christ in Christmas?   Is it just a matter of putting manger scenes in public places?  Does it boil down to defiantly wishing everyone (even your Jewish neighbors) a “Merry Christmas”?  Is that honestly going to do anything to roll back the commercialization of the season?  

After all, the conversion of Christmas from a religious observance to a materialistic spending spree began long before political correctness, long before anyone thought of leaving Christ out of Christmas.  Experience teaches that people will gladly mention the name of Christ whenever there’s money to be made off of it.  If the secularization of the season is the sickness, then emphatically calling it “Christmas” again isn’t the remedy.

For that matter … which Christ should we keep in Christmas?  My fear is that the Christ that most people want in their Christmas is the little baby Jesus—cute and cuddly, “no crying he makes” — in other words, the Christ who asks nothing of anybody and makes us feel good about spending money at the store. As long as we keep that Christ in Christmas, I suppose everyone can still be happy and no one is offended.

But what about the Christ who said, “Whoever does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33)?  Or the one who said, “Beware of all covetousness; for a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15).  When you are opening gifts with your family, is that the Christ people want to keep in their Christmas?

If you keep the Christ of the Gospels in your Christmas, you’re likely to wind up without a Christmas at all!  Or, at least, not the kind of Christmas celebration that the signs and billboards are trying to uphold, not the kind of Christmas that the malls and merchandizers want you to have.  

I have a suggestion to smooth over the problem inherent in Christian sloganeering.  Instead of focusing on making everyone else in America keep “Christ” in their Christmas, let each one of us here in our parishes focus on keeping something else.  Let’s keep the “Mass” in Christmas.

“Christmas” is from Old English Cristes Mæsse, “Christ’s Mass”—Mass being the Old English word for the Divine Liturgy.  Christmas is not first of all a day, but a doing: it is the Eucharistic worship that Christians offer in honor of the birth of their Savior.    For those who have linguistic curiosity, Christmas is not the only –mas in the English language: there is also Marymas (August 15), Candlemas (February 2), Michaelmas (September 29), Martinmas (November 11), and Allhallowmas (November 1).

But if we say “Keep the Mass in Christmas,” the point is this.  Christmas isn’t really Christ-mas without the Mass, without the Divine Liturgy.  Christmas isn’t Christmas if we don’t make a point of coming together on the appointed day, with all the people of God, to observe the commandment that He gave, “Do this in remembrance of Me.” Christmas isn’t Christmas if we don’t share the Eucharistic meal of His Body and Blood with one another in the Church.  How is Christmas complete without receiving your most important gift?

Christ came to earth, not simply to be born in a lowly stable in Palestine, but to be born into the humble stable of the soul of each one of us.  Through the sacraments He enters into our persons so that, as the Apostle Paul says, Christ is formed in you; and with Christ in you, you have the hope of glory.

Keep the Mass in your Christmas!  Of course you should get together with family and friends.  Of course you should open your presents around the tree.  Of course you should enjoy your eggnog and mulled wine and ham and turkey and roast beast.  

But don’t forget the Mass! Don’t skip the Liturgy!  Don’t leave out Holy Communion.  If you do so, you are missing the real Christmas altogether.  Come to church and worship the newborn King in the way that He Himself commands, by eating His Body and drinking His Blood.  Keep the “Mass” in Christmas, and you will never lose “Christ” from your Christmas either.  God bless you and grant to you and your loved ones a most blessed celebration of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Kala Christougenna!   Merry Christmas!
Fr. Mark Sietsema is the priest of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Lansing, Michigan.
A Pastoral Reflection on Christmas by Metropolitan Methodios of Boston

And the Logos became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).
 

On Christmas day, the Church proclaims to humanity the good tidings of the birth of the Savior who is “Light of Light, True God of True God, begotten not created… who, “for us men and our salvation came down from heaven and was Incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man” (Confession of Faith).
 

Holy Scripture, the hymnology of the Church, and the Orthodox Christmas icon help us to focus on this, the greatest of mysteries. “He who knows no beginning now begins to be, and the Logos is made flesh” (Doxastikon of Christmas Orthros). The Divine Logos, “He who by nature is invisible is seen today in the flesh”. “He lowered the heavens and came down to fashion corrupt Adam anew” (hymns from the Lity authored by John the monk).

 

St. Paul writing to the Galatians proclaims that God sent forth His Son, “so that we may receive adoption as Sons” (4,5). To the Romans, he speaks of the consequences of this salvific miracle: “If we are children of God, then we are heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him” (Romans 8:17).
   
Studying the icon of the Nativity, we learn that Christmas is a Paschal mystery which culminates in the passion, death and Resurrection of Christ. The Incarnate Savior is seen in a sepulcher–shaped manger. He is wrapped in a winding burial cloth foreshadowing His repose in a sepulcher hewn from rock following his Crucifixion (Luke 23:53). The infant Jesus is not placed in a cradle, but on an altar of sacrifice symbolizing His death. The icon of the Nativity, however, points beyond darkness and death. A brilliant ray of light and an image of a dove pierce the darkness of the cave to symbolize the presence of the Holy Spirit. Above is the hand of the Father, the source of life. On the altar lies the incarnate Christ. In the poverty and misery of a manger, the three persons of the Holy Trinity appear. God is present and makes Himself known. 

 

It is of paramount importance for us “to arise and behold the divine condescension from on high that is made manifest to us.” (Sticheron of the Sixth Hour). This is indeed difficult. The obstacles to Christian faith and practice raised by secular culture have unquestionably affected our lives. We are immersed in an environment beset by cynicism, apathy and selfishness -- in a society that has lost its spiritual roots. Our culture has no time to reflect upon the “reason for the season.” It is reported that 98% of the references in various media highlight the impact of Christmas on the economy, on travel, on retail sales, etc. Few stories refer to the Son of God. Sadly, the media is only part of our culture which is determined to push Christ out of our sphere of interest. Public and private schools throughout America have removed references to Christmas from the classroom. The lyrics of traditional Christmas songs have been changed. ‘Silent Night’ has been changed to “Cold in the Night”. “We wish you a Merry Christmas” has been changed to “We wish you a swinging holiday.”

 

Under the influence of hedonistic consumerism, Christmas has lost its true meaning. Recently, shoppers filled retail department stores beginning at midnight in what has come to be known as “Black Friday”. Regrettably, some individuals -- armed with pepper spray cans! -- proved that they knew the price of everything and the value of nothing. The wisdom of the world claims that happiness comes from what you own, how much money or influence you have, how important other people think you are. St Paul reminds us that we celebrate the birth of Him who, “though he was rich, yet for your (our) sake became poor, so that by his poverty you (we) may become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). We celebrate the birth of Him who asks us, “what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? (Matthew 16:26)
 

Christmas has always disturbed the conscience of the materialistic world. It has always challenged those who are on a frantic race to enrichment at all cost. It has always challenged those individuals whose selfishness and greed exploit the dignity and rights of their fellow human beings.  

 

This Christmas, let us pause from the hustle and bustle of our daily routines to be alone with God. To pray. To read Holy Scripture. To read and reflect upon the beautiful hymns of our Church which help us to focus on the Christmas miracle. Let us turn off our radios and televisions, our iPhones and iPads and everything else that is electronic. Let us hear the voices of the archangels proclaiming the birth of the Savior. Let us close our eyes to the blinding lights of the world so that we may see the light emanating from the cave in Bethlehem.

 

May that light radiate in our hearts and enlighten our minds this Christmas and every day of the New Year 2013. 
 

RUSSELL A. SIBLEY, JR.

---------------- LAWYER ----------------

Business Disputes & Litigation

Commercial Real Estate & Capital Transactions

Business Entity Formation & Maintenance

Exceptional Student Education

SIBLEY, PL

LAW FIRM

620 E. TWIGGS STREET – SUITE 204

TAMPA, FLORIDA 33602


TEL. 813-223-7808
FAX 813-936-4996
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[image: image5.wmf]You are invited to the

 Sunday School Christmas Party

[image: image6.wmf]Saturday, December 15

11:00am – 3:00pm

Lunch included!!

The Kourmolis Center


Join us for crafts, games, decorating and lots of fun together!!

*Please bring an unwrapped gift to 

Donate to The Child Abuse Council 

We will rehearse the Christmas program one last time in church at the end of the party!
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