
 

 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

Mission Statement: 
St. John  the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is dedicated to spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ as   

the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church. 

Vision: 
The church shall seek to fulfill its mission by: 
1. Embracing the Spiritual Life of the Orthodox Church through regular prayer, worship, and  
      frequent participation in the sacraments.  
2. Supporting the Church through stewardship of time and talent and sacrificial giving. 
3. Providing a welcoming, caring, loving environment. 
4. Having its members exemplify Orthodox Christian character and morals. 
5. Supporting ministries that facilitate the overall mission of the Church. 
6. Exemplifying commitment to community service and charitable outreach. 
7. Creating an environment which encourages members to grow in their faith. 

ñBehold I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.   
The voice of one crying in the wilderness; Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.ò Mark 1:2-3 

Father Stavrosô Message 

And the Word Became Flesh 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we 
beheld His glory. John 1:14 

 

T 
he Gospel accounts of the Nativity are limited to a mere 
forty verses.  In the Gospel of Matthew, there are 19 
verses about the Nativity.  The Gospel of Luke has 20.  

The Gospel of Mark makes no mention of the Nativity.  It be-
gins with the Baptism of Christ.  The Gospel of John summa-
rizes the Nativity in one verse:  And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us and we beheld His glory.  In Nativity 
scenes and Christmas pageants, we are so enamored with the 
figures of the Nativity storyðthe angels, the shepherds, the 
Magiðthat sometimes we forget the main figure in the storyð
our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

When we call the feast of Christmas ñthe birth of Jesus,ò this 
too causes confusion.  My wife and I have been blessed with 
one child, who was born in a finite moment in time.  Before his 
birth, we had no son.  He did not exist.  This is NOT true for 
Jesus Christ.  Saint John captures this best with the opening 
chapter of his Gospel:  
 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the begin-

ning with God; all things were made through Him, and 
without Him was not anything made that was made.  
John 1:1-3 

 

ñWord of Godò is another title given to the second person of 
the Trinity, who is also called Jesus, Christ, Son of God, Son of 
Man, Only-Begotten Son of the Father, Messiah, Savior.   
 

It is easier to understand the beginning of Johnôs Gospel if we 
insert ñChristò for ñWord,ò so please allow me to do this for 
better understanding: In the Beginning was CHRIST, and 
CHRIST was with God, and Christ was (and is) God.  Christ 
was in the beginning with God;  all things were made through 
Christ (He was co-Creator with God the Father and the Holy 
Spirit) and without Christ was not anything made that was 
made. 
 

Continuing on with Johnôs Gospel, And Christ took on flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His Glory. 
 

The Feast of the Nativity is the day that the Son of God came 
to live among us.  He took on flesh in the way that we do.  He 
came into this world as a new-born baby.  He didnôt just drop 
in as an adult.  And from the time of His Incarnation, He fol-
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lowed all the steps that we take.  He grew up as we do.  He 
learned to walk, He went to school, He had friends, He had 
struggles.  The difference between us and Him is that through-
out His life, He walked in tandem with God.  He never ven-
tured away from God, as we do when we sin.  He came to 
show us the path to salvation.  He came to show us how to live 
in God, with God, and for God.  And He came to balance the 
equation, to die for our sins, to open a path back to Paradise for 
us.   
 
So the Feast of the Nativity is not the BIRTH of Christ, but the 
Incarnation of the Son of God in the flesh.  It is the day the 
Creator came to live with His Creation.  It is the day that the 
uncontained God was ñcontainedò in a human body.   
 
The scriptural account of the Nativity is captured in the Icon of 
the Nativity.  There are three distinct things that this icon de-
picts: 
 
First, it captures the event of the Nativity.  Mary gives birth to 
her first-born Son in a cave, because there is no room at any 
inn.  Joseph is near-by, taking it all in. 
 
Second, the icon captures that ALL of creation worshipped at 
the Nativity.  All of Creation was present and invited to share 
in the miracle.  The poorðthe shepherds.  The powerfulðthe 
Magi.  The angels in heaven.  The celestial bodiesðthe Star.  
The animals.  The earth itselfðthe cave.  All of Creation 
showed up to worship the Creator in its midst.   
 
And third, the icon serves as an invitation to us to come and 
worship also.  The manger is shown as a tomb, the swaddling 
bands are burial cloths.  This IS the Creator, come to save us 
through the cross and the tomb. His purpose is clear.  The cave 
is heavenðsurrounded by jagged rocks, the cave itself is a set-
ting of peace amidst a place of danger.  We are called to fol-
low, the way the Magi followed the star.  We are all calledð
the call to the Shepherds is the call to everyone.  Whatever 
your stage in life, whatever your status in society, all are wel-
comed.  The heavens declare the glory of God.  The angels 
sing Godôs praises and invite us to do the same.   
 
When I study the icon of the Nativity, the figure of Joseph is 
who I relate to most of all.  He sits at a distance.  His thoughts 
are confused.  He has been the loyal protector.  He has put his 
reputation on the line.  He has followed and trusted.  And yet 
he is still trying to make sense of the whole thing.  And thatôs 
okay.  Heôs still there.  He is still trying.  It is a lesson to us to 
do the same. 
 
Every person in the icon has followed a tough callingð 
Mary has lost parents, given many years of her life in the tem-
ple, and has given birth to a Son whom she will see killed in a 
heinous manner. 
 
Joseph has risked reputation to protect his betrothed who is 
with child that is not his.  Joseph wonôt live long enough to see 
Jesus grow into a man. 
 
The shepherds were the first to see the Christ, but still re-
mained scorned outsiders.  They werenôt even important 
enough to be counted in the census, yet God counted them the 
first to be called to the manger. 
 

The Magi left kingdoms and riches and followed the star.  It 
was a two year journey in, and presumably a two year journey 
home.  What possibly could have been left of their lives after a 
four year absence?   
 
In their supreme sacrifice, in their trust, in their faith, all of 
these people received the greatest blessing.  They beheld HIS 
GLORY.  They beheld with their own eyes, the Son of God, 
made flesh, come to dwell among us.  They were all profound-
ly changed for the experience.  And all are profoundly honored 
both by God, and now by us.   
 
Indeed, John captures the message of the feast in the most suc-
cinct way.  We are called to behold His glory.  This is the mes-
sage of the Nativity.  It is also the goal of every human life.   
 
In the month of December, we will hear hours of upon hours of 
Christmas carols.  Some will give glory to the feast of the Na-
tivity.  ñO Come All Ye Faithfulò will invite us to ñCome let us 
adore Him.ò  ñJoy to the Worldò will ask us to ñLet earth re-
ceive her King!ò  And ñO Little Town of Bethlehemò will re-
mind us that ñGod imparts to human hearts the blessings of His 
heaven.ò  Many of the tunes we hear have nothing to do with 
the Nativity, they are ñholiday songsò at best.  ñRudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer,ò ñDeck the halls,ò and ñSanta Claus is 
Coming to Townò may have catchy tunes, but they lack any 
depth and meaning. 
 
One Christmas Carol you probably wonôt here is called ñHere 
with Usò by Joy Williams.  I had never heard this song until 
someone suggested it to me last year.  I want to encourage you 
to take five minutes of your life, and YouTube this song, and 
watch the video that accompanies it, showing important scenes 



 

 

 

 

 

  

from the life of Christ.  Itôs words are scriptural, and this ladyôs 
singing of this song is reverent, joyful and thought-provoking 
all at the same time.  Here are the lyrics: 
 
Itôs still a mystery to me, that the hands of God could be so 
small, 
How tiny fingers reaching in the night, were the very hands 
that measured the sky. 
 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
Heavenôs love reaching down to save the world. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, Son of God, servant King, 
Here with us, Youôre here with us. 
 
Itôs still a mystery to me, 
How His infant eyes have seen the dawn of time, 
How His ears have heard an angelôs symphony, 
But still Mary to rock her Savior to sleep. 
 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
Heavenôs love reaching down to save the world. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, Son of God, servant King, 
Here with us, Youôre here with us. 
 
Jesus, the Christ, born in Bethlehem, 
A baby born to save, to save the souls of man. 
 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
Heavenôs love reaching down to save the world. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, Son of God, servant King, 
Here with us, Youôre here with us. 

 
Again, please take five minutes and find the YouTube video of 
this song.  The words and the accompanying images will make 
you think, cry, and rejoice.   
 
One other reminder about Christmas and that is, please come to 
church this Christmas.  There will be services on December 23, 
24 and 25.  Keep Christ in Christmas.  We never forget to 
acknowledge the birthdays of our families and friends.  We 
must not forget to acknowledge the Nativity of our Savior. 
 
Be not afraid. 
I bring you good news. 
Of a great joy. 
Which will come to all the world. 
For to you is born this day. 
A Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
 
Let us go, today. 
Rejoicing exceedingly with great joy. 
Opening our treasures. 
 
For the Word has become flesh. 
Let us behold His Glory. 

 
You righteous, be glad in heart; and the heavens, be exultant.  
Leap for joy, O mountains, at the birth of the Messiah.  Resem-
bling the Cherubim, the Virgin Maiden is seated and holds in 
her embraces God the Logos incarnate.  The shepherds glorify 
the newborn Babe; Magi bring the Master their precious gifts.  
Angels are singing hymns of praise and say, ñO Lord incom-
prehensible, glory to You.ò   
 

The Father was well pleased; the Logos became flesh; and the 
Virgin gave birth to God who became man.  A Star reveals 
Him; Magi bow in worship; Shepherds marvel, and creation 
rejoices.  (The Praises, Orthros of the Nativity, Trans. Fr. Sera-
phim Dedes)  
 
A Few More Words 
 
Successful Festival 
We still havenôt counted all the final money results of the Festi-
val for this year, as of press time.  There is still money coming 
in, and still some bills to be paid.  This festival will probably 
end up as one of our top festivals from a financial standpoint.  
So that is great news!  Even better though, is the spirit of fel-
lowship that permeated the festival.  As I walked around the 
Kourmolis Center the night before the festival, and saw people 
scurrying around setting up and making last minute prepara-
tions, I didnôt see stress, I saw joy.  I didnôt hear yelling, I 
heard laughing.  I didnôt feel nervousness, I felt confidence.  
And this is a credit to the leadership of the festival and the ma-
turity of our community.  I would like to thank Alkis Crassas, 
Mike Xenick, Sandra Pappas, Gary Ward, Florin Patrasciou, 
Theo Panopoulos, Theo Camene and Dan Bavaro for being our 
FC (Festival Committee) Tampa.  I would like to thank all 
those who worked with them in making this weekend not only 
successful but fun. Alkis coined OPA as an acronym for 
ñOrthodox Powered Armyò and also calls is ñOrthodox Posi-
tive Attitude.ò   Indeed we were an Orthodox Powered Army 
with an Orthodox Positive Attitude.  And I am so thankful for 
EVERYONEôs effort in making this event awesome! 
  
Services of Christmas - Later on in The Messenger, youôll 
read about the services of Christmas that will be offered in our 
church.  There are three services that I want to bring to your 
attention. 
 
The Candle - Light Service in Preparation for Christmas 
that will be held on Monday, December 19.  This season is not 
only filled with joy but also with stress.  And for some, espe-
cially those who have lost loved ones, it can be filled with sad-
ness.  This beautiful service, which we celebrated for the past 
two years, offers a time for quiet reflection.  At the end we 
have a beautiful prayer circle on the solea.  If you want a mov-
ing experience during this holiday season, I highly recommend 
this service.  The Royal Hours of Christmas, which will be of-
fered on Friday, December 23, is a service for those who love 
scripture.  There are 24 scripture readings in this service, be-
tween Psalms, Prophecies, Epistles and Gospels.  This service 
will be held with no lights on in the church, just the natural 
morning light of the day.  It also is very reflective.  There is not 
a lot of ñactionò in this service, so it reminds me of the shep-
herds in the Bethlehem countryside, quietly passing the night, 
and then experiencing the Glory of God.   The Christmas Litur-
gy on Christmas Eve is always a highlight.  The Nativity oc-
curred at night, so being in the church, offering the Liturgy 
with windows darkened by the night sky seems appropriate.  
The choir will sing the Hallelujah Chorus at the conclusion of 
the Liturgy as well as other Christmas carols.  Iôm always sur-
prised how many people DONôT come to church for a Christ-
mas service. If worshipping isnôt part of your Christmas cele-
bration, please make it a point to come this year.  As that old 
saying goes, Christ is the reason for the season.  And worship-
ping at the manger needs to be the centerpiece of our Christmas 
feast. 



 

 

  
One more choir note - The choir will sing the Liturgy of 
Peace on Sunday, December 18.  Because it is a little bit of a 
longer arrangement of the Liturgy, they will begin the Doxolo-
gy at 9:30 a.m. with the Liturgy following at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Strategic Plan - On our Parish Assembly Sunday, October 30, 
I stated, in my report on the ñstate of our parishò that one of our 
goals is to adopt a strategic plan in 2017 and begin working at 
achieving the goals it will set forth.  A strategic plan is neces-
sary, because as we read in Proverbs 29:18, ñWithout a vision, 
the people perish.ò  The first step in the strategic planning pro-
cess is an examination of ñthe WHY.ò  Why does our church 
exist?  We have sent out a survey to all parishioners regarding 
our mission/vision statements and are asking for your input by 
Tuesday, December 6.  We will then review and revise our 
mission/vision statements based on your feedback and the work 
of the committee.  The Strategic Planning Committee is meet-
ing on a monthly basis and will be communicating with the 
community via my weekly email with information that we are 
trying to gather as well as information that we are seeking to 
share.  This is an exciting endeavor and will hopefully propel 
our parish forward for the next ten years and beyond. 
 
Stewardship - Our Annual Stewardship Sunday is Decem-
ber 4.  This is the day that we hope to collect all the steward-
ship forms for this coming year.  You should have received 
your packet and form in the mail.  If you did not receive a 
stewardship packet and form, please call the church office and 
we will send you one.  Weôd like to have all the forms for 2017 
turned in on December 4.  Please consider the following when 
making your stewardship offering: 
 
1. Stewardship is the main income source for our parish.  Ide-
ally it would fund the entire operating budget, so that we 
wouldnôt have to rely so heavily on the festival.  Ideally, 
weôd take a higher percentage of festival proceeds and offer 
them to charity, and use additional revenue to pay down 
our debt. 

2. We need to focus on ñBE-ingò the church versus just ñDO-
ingò the church.  Stewardship campaigns are part of being 
the church.  Using the revenue from stewardship campaigns 
to fund ministries and outreach is being the church.  When 
it take months to get the stewardship campaign accom-
plished, that takes away from our time and opportunity to 
be the church. 

3. Stewardship is not giving, itôs giving back.  We have really 
nothing to give that we havenôt received from God.  So, we 
are not really giving, so much as we are giving back. 

4. Giving in return for something is really not giving at all, it 
is exchanging.  So, when you give stewardship, donôt ask 
for or expect recognition because that makes the gift an 
exchange.   

5. Stewardship is a work of the heartðThis is why we no 

longer are putting up a thermometer with our stewardship 
progress.  This is why we are no longer stating a steward-
ship goal.  Stewardship is a matter for each person to de-
cide on their own, how much they want to give back in ex-
change for what God has given to them. 

6. The biblical ideal is the titheðYes, the Bible gives us a lot 
of clues on many aspects of life.  What is the percentage of 
our income that we should be offering as stewardship?  The 
Bible says we are to tithe, or give ten percent, of our money 
to charity.  That means that whatever you give to the 
church and to other charities should add up to ten percent 
of your yearly income.  Ideally, the church community 
should give/tithe ten percent to the greater community.  
Currently, we estimate that the average pledge represents 
2.5% of the average household income.  And our current 
contributions to charitable causes represents about 2% of 
our budget.  Imagine the possibilities if everyone gave 10% 
to the church and if the church was able to give 10% to 
charity.  Stewardship would go up from $450K to almost 
$2M.  That would be enough to give $200K to charityð
imagine what kind of church we could be.  Imagine the 
kind of difference we could make. 

7. First things firstðhow about we each try for 3% of our 
income to stewardship.  Slow incremental growth.  And 
over the next 5-10 years work towards that ideal.  Itôs pos-
sible. 

8. Stewardship is not only a work of the heart but an act of 
faith.  It take faith to give and to know that there will still 
be enough left over.   

 
Gratitude, love and faithðthese are the ingredients of steward-
ship.  These are the ingredients of a strong parish.  So, what 
kind of church community to you want to haveðone that fo-
cuses on DO-ing the church, or BE-ing the church?  And which 
kind of community do you think our Lord wants for us in Tam-
pa?    
  
And with that, I will conclude my monthly message.  Thank 
you for the time you take in reading the things I write.  Thank 
you for the many messages of support and encouragement I 
receive.  Thank you for filling the church each Sunday.  Thank 
you for your prayers.  Thank you for your stewardship of Godôs 
Church in Tampa.  This will be Christmas number 13 for us in 
Tampa.  Hard to believe.  Our son will turn 10 in Decemberð
double digits.  Time flies doesnôt it?!  We are so thankful to 
call St. John our spiritual home, and to call Tampa our home.  
May God bless each one of you and your families as we mark 
another holiday season together.  Merry Christmas and best 
wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year 2017! 
  
Christ is Born!  Glorify Him! 
  
With love in the Incarnate Lord, 
+Fr. Stavros 

The Prayer Team continues and now at 22 months it is still continually growing.  The Prayer 
Team is a daily reflection that Fr. Stavros sends out to any one who wishes to receive it.  It comes 
out each morning at 12:30 a.m. via Constant Contact.  From Monday - Friday each week, Father 
writes on various topics. On Saturday-Sunday, he writes reflections on the Divine Liturgy.  If you 
are interested in joining the prayer team, send a one-line email to either Fr. Stavros or Charlie and 
they will add you to the daily email list. 



 

 

Liturgical Schedule for December  

Saturday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
         Orthros 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

         Eve of the Nativity 
         Great Vespers  5:30 p.m.   Divine Liturgy   6:30 p.m. 
         The Choir will sing Christmas Carols at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy  
         Ushers: Mike Trimis, George Mitseas, Chris Kavouklis  
 
 

Sunday, December 25  Christmas Day  
         Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Altar Boys: Anyone attending may serve at all of these services. 

Sunday, December 4  St. Barbara 
        Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Altar Boys: Captains and St. John 
Ushers: John Alexander, John Christ, George Trimikliniotis  
Welcome Committee: Greeters: Donna Hambos Maria Karounos; Ambassador: Elaine Halkias; 
Caller: Martha Kapetan;  Get Acquainted: Jeannie Nenos, Skip Higdon 
Coffee Hour: Philoptochos Shoe Luncheon  

Sunday, December 18  Sunday Before Nativity  (Choir will sing ñThe Liturgy of Peaceò ) 
        Orthros 8:15 a.m. Doxology 9:30 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 9:45 a.m.  
  

Altar Boys: Anyone Attending May Serve  
Ushers: David Voykin, Ed Gerecke, Pete Trakas  
Welcome Committee: Greeters: Marenca Patrascoiu, Maria Xenick; Ambassador; Donna Trakas; 
Caller: Megan Rindone 
Coffee Hour: GOYA  

Saturday, December 3  Divine Liturgy for our Advent Retreat  
         Orthros 8:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 9:00 a.m. 

Monday, December 12  St. Spyridon 
         Orthros 9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.  
 

Thursday, December 15  St. Eleftherios  
         Orthros 9:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 

Monday, December 19   Service of Preparation for the Nativity 6:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 23    Royal Hours of the Nativity  9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, December 6  St. Nicholas 
         Orthros 9:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Friday, December 9   St. Anna  
         Orthros 9:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 11 11th Sunday of Luke - St John the Baptist Christmas Program 
        Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Altar Boys: Captains and those Not in Christmas Program 
Ushers: Brett Mourer, John Tsibris, Amin Hanhan  
Welcome Committee: Greeters: Edie Kavouklis, Jenny Paloumpis; Ambassador: Debbie Kavouklis 
Caller: Sandra Pappas 
Coffee Hour: The AHEPA Family   

Friday, December 30   St. Anysia  
         Orthros 9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 


