
 

 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

VISION:   
Love God, Love your neighbor and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as an Orthodox Christian community. 

 

MISSION: 
The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to welcome and serve people with love, truth, joy 
and peace, and to create an environment that encourages all to seek salvation through Orthodox Christianity. 

 

CORE VALUES: 
Love, Worship, Community, Learning, Service 

òBehold I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.   
The voice of one crying in the wilderness; Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.ó Mark 1:2-3 

Visit of Metropolitan Alexios, Hierarchical Divine Liturgy,  
and Ordination of a Deacon 

H 
is Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta will be 
with us the weekend of January 6-7 as we celebrate 
the feastday of St. John the Baptist, the patron saint 
of our parish.  On Saturday evening, January 6, His 

Eminence will preside over the Great Vespers Service, begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m., assisted by the clergy of the Tampa Bay area.   
 
On Sunday, January 6, His Eminence will officiate at the Hier-
archical Divine Liturgy.  As an added blessing this year, His 
Eminence is going to ordain a young man to be a deacon.  We 
havenôt had an ordination in our church in over thirty years.  
Most parishioners have never seen an ordination.  I wanted to 
share a few words with you about what we are going to experi-
ence.  For not only is this a special day in the life of the man 
getting ordained but it is special and unique for the congrega-
tion who participates.  
 
At the conclusion of the Orthros, the candidate will be led to 
the Bishopôs Throne and presented to the Metropolitan who 
will ñordainò him to the office of subdeacon, which is the high-
est rank that a lay person can have.  A ñsubdeaconò is consid-
ered a minor order of the clergy.  (The ranks of the major cler-
gy are deacon, priest and bishop).  The candidate will be vested 
in a white robe, and will hold a pitcher of water and a bowl in 
his hands.  The Metropolitan will pray over him.  He will wash 
the hands of the Metropolitan, and then he will be escorted be-
fore the icon of Christ, where he will stand and pray.  After the 
Great Entrance, he will stand before the icon of the Virgin 
Mary.  The ordination will begin right after the blessing ñAnd 
the mercies of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, be with 
you all.ò  This is shortly before the Lordôs Prayer.   

The ordination of the deacon takes place at this point, since the 
primary role of a deacon is to assist in the distribution of Holy 
Communion.  (The ordination of a priest takes place after the 
Great Entrance, since his primary role is to be the celebrant of 
the services and to consecrate the Gifts, so his ordination takes 
place before the Consecration. The ordination of a bishop takes 
place before the Epistle and Gospel readings, since the primary 
role of the bishop is to be a teacher.)  At the time of the ordina-
tion, the candidate will again be presented before the Metropol-
itan.  A letter, called the ñSymartyriaò will be read.  This is a 
letter from the Spiritual Father of the candidate, stating his 
worthiness for ordination.  The candidate will then address the 
Metropolitan as to why he wishes to be ordained.  The Metro-
politan will then offer words of exhortation and advice to the 
candidate. 
 
After this, the candidate for ordination is escorted through the 
Royal Doors of the Holy Altar for the very first time.  He is 
escorted around the altar table three times as the same three 
hymns from the wedding service (when the couple goes around 
the table) are chanted.  This is because in the ordination ser-
vice, the person being ordained is marrying the church.  After 
this ñdanceò around the altar table, the candidate kneels before 
the Holy Altar, and the Metropolitan will ordain him as a dea-
con.  In a few moments, he will leave the rank of laity and be-
come a clergyman.  After the ordination prayers, the new dea-
con will stand in front of the congregation.  The Metropolitan 
will proclaim ñAxiosòðñWorthyò and all the people will shout 
ñAxios.ò  The new deacon will then be vested in the vestments 
of a deacon.  Then he will take his place in the Liturgy, offer-
ing the petitions before the Lordôs Prayer and doing the rest of 
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the deacon parts for the remainder of the Divine Liturgy.   
 
The ordination service has its roots in the Book of Acts, Chap-
ter 6, when the Apostles chose deacons to assist them and ñlaid 
their hands on them.ò  The sacrament of ordination can only be 
done by a bishop, since the Bishops have Apostolic Succession, 
they trace their episcopacy to the Apostles.  And the moment of 
ordination comes when the bishop lays his hands on the candi-
date, and in this case, elevates him from layman to deacon.  I 
hope that you will plan to worship with us on January 7.  An 
ordination is not something we see frequently, and it will be a 
nice experience in the life of our parish to witness one on our 
feastday. 
 

 
Father Stavrosô Message 

 
In his song ñHappy Christmas,ò John Lennon, a self-
proclaimed agnostic, wrote ñSo this is Christmas, and what 
have you done, another year over and a new one just begun. . . 
.A very merry Christmas, and a happy New Year, letôs hope itôs 
a good one, without any fear.ò  Itôs interesting, when you break 
down the lyrics to popular songs, whether they are for the 
Christmas season or any other part of the year, that many of 
these songs that are so joyfully and enthusiastically sung have 
no real joy in them at all.  When I actually study the words of 
this song, I interpret them, ñOh well, another year is over, I 
hope you had fun, and well, the new year is starting, I hope itôs 
a good one.ò  Nowhere in this song is there mention of Christ, 
or of hope, or of gratitude, or new beginnings for another year, 
nothing but the passage of time being marked.  If the ending of 
one year and the beginning of another is just time passing for 
us, without hope for progress in some way in life, indeed 
thereôs not much to be happy for as the New Year is upon us.  
But if we reflect on the year past, approach the new year with 
gratitude that we are blessed to even enter into a new year, with 
hope in ourselves and our ability to make something of 2018, 
we have taken the first steps toward making this coming year a 
ñhappyò one indeed. 
 
As I reflect on the year 2017, it was really a challenging one for 
our world.  Endless politics, mass shootings and natural disas-
ters seemed to dominate the news.  Our church had some chal-
lenges and also some triumphs.  My personal life had some 
good days and some bad ones. As we turn the calendar to 2018, 
I wonder at where we will be a year from now, as a society, as 
a parish, and for me as a person.   
 
As time rolls along though, and more so as I get older, I think 
about the deeper meanings of life in general and my life specif-
ically.  I sometimes wonder am I making progress as a Chris-
tian, as a priest, as a human being.  Are we making progress as 
a society or are we regressing?  Itôs kind of a clich® rhetorical 
question when someone asks ñWhat is the meaning of life?ò 
and there is the rhetorical response that one could write books 
on the subject, or travel to the ends of the world trying find the 
answer, and then there are those who think they can encapsu-
late the meaning of life into a mere word or two or three. 
 
One of my favorite songs is entitled ñThe Riddleò by the group 
ñFive for Fighting.ò  For those who arenôt familiar with this 
song, Iôm reprinting the lyrics here: 

There was a man back in '95 
Whose heart ran out of summers 
But before he died, I asked him 
Wait, what's the sense in life? 
Come over me, Come over me 
 
He said, "Son why you got to sing that tune? 
Catch a Dylan song or some eclipse of the moon? 
Let an angel swing and make you swoon 
Then you will see, you will see" 
Then he said, "Here's a riddle for you 
Find the answer: There's a reason for the world 
You and I" 
 
Picked up my kid from school today 
Did you learn anything? Cause in the world today 
You can't live in a castle far away 
Now talk to me, come talk to me 
 
He said, "Dad I'm big, but we're smaller than small 
In the scheme of things, well we're nothing at all 
Still every mother's child sings a lonely song 
So play with me, come play with me" 
 
And hey Dad, here's a riddle for you 
Find the answer: There's a reason for the world 
You and I 
 
I said, "Son for all I've told you 
When you get right down to the 
Reason for the world who am I?" 
 
There are secrets that we still have left to find 
There have been mysteries from the beginning of time 
There are answers we're not wise enough to see 
He said, You looking for a clue? I love you free 
 
The batter swings and the summer flies 
As I look into my angel's eyes 
A song plays on while the moon is hiding over me 
Something comes over me 
 
I guess we're big and I guess we're small 
If you think about it man you know we got it all 
'Cause we're all we got on this bouncing ball 
And I love you free, I love you freely 
 
Here's a riddle for you 
Find the answer: There's a reason for the world 
You and I 
 
If you have a few moments, I encourage you to Google this 
song, itôs got a catchy tune.  The song makes a good point 
thoughðwhat is the reason for the world?  The answer is rather 
easy:  ñYOU and I.ò More specifically, YOU and I growing in 
the image and likeness of God, working our way through this 
life with the ultimate destination of eternal life.  Letôs examine 
this song in greater detail.  A quick search on Google (Where 
would we be without Google or Wikipedia?) reveals that John 
Ondrasik, the singer for ñFive for Fightingò spent 18 months 
writing this song and went through over 100 drafts until he 
came up with the final version.  What began as a song on the 
meaning of life later evolved into a song about the love be-
tween a father and son, inspired by his relationship with his 



 

 

 

own son.  Now as you read through the lyrics, you can read 
through it from the perspective of a parent (if you are a parent) 
with your own child, from the perspective a child in relation to 
your own parent, or (even though he didnôt write this with reli-
gious overtones), you could read it as the relationship between 
us (children) and God (our Father).  Letôs examine in greater 
detail. 
 
There was a man back in '95 
Whose heart ran out of summers 
But before he died, I asked him 
Wait, what's the sense in life? 
Come over me, Come over me 
 
A man whose heart ran out of summersðIn 2017, we laid 9 
members of our community to rest.  Weôre all going to run out 
of summers.  As we turn the page to 2018, there are people in 
the community who have had their final Christmas, who may 
have had their final Pascha, whose hearts may run out of sum-
mers in 2018.  We do not know who they are going to be, it 
could be any of us really.  Here is the thing thoughðif one 
does not know what is the sense in life, what is the point of life, 
then we are merely marking time, passing milestones, only to 
pass away from life and to what end.  If there is no sense of 
God in your life, one has to wonder, ñWhat is the sense in 
life?ò  And unless one is a famous figure in history, each per-
son will be forgotten as the last person living who remembers 
them passes away.  I didnôt know my paternal grandfather.  My 
father knew him, but now that my father is gone, with him goes 
the memory of my paternal grandfather.  What was the point of 
his existence, if he is now forgotten?  Again, itôs the relation-
ship with Christ that defines both this life and the life to come.   

He said, "Son why you got to sing that tune? 
Catch a Dylan song or some eclipse of the moon? 
Let an angel swing and make you swoon 
Then you will see, you will see" 
 
Then he said, "Here's a riddle for you 
Find the answer: There's a reason for the world 
You and I" 
  
So, now to the riddleðwhat is the reason for the world?  It is 
YOU and I.  God created the world.  God created the human 
being in His image and likeness.  God placed the human being 
in the world.  And the world, in its natural state, was a paradise.  
You and I, the human beings, were set as masters of creation.  
Godôs intention was for us to live in oneness with Him.  That 
was His hope for us.  However, you cannot compel someone to 
love someone else.  You canôt compel someone to be grateful.  
So, God gave the human being free willðwe could choose to 
be loving, we could choose to be grateful.  But we chose the 
route of ingratitude, we chose not to love God.  And the world 
then fell away from God.  But Godôs intention for the world 
remains the sameðitôs supposed to be about love, about you 
and I together, and you and I together with God.  The world 
now seems to be all about the ñI,ò and not ñyou and I.ò   

 
 
Picked up my kid from school today 
Did you learn anything? Cause in the world today 
You can't live in a castle far away 
Now talk to me, come talk to me 
 
Many of us live in ñcastles far away.ò  We live in front of our 
computers.  Itôs hard to imagine what life would be like without 
the Internet, without emails, without cell phones.  Constant 
emailing and texting has caused us to converse less and less.  
Weôre losing the human contact to the cyber world.  How many 
of you sent an email this past year that was misunderstood, or 
fired off an email in anger, or instantly regretted hitting ñsendò?  
I know I did.  And I know I received emails like this.  The les-
son here is that we need to be more careful and thoughtful in 
our interactions with people.  And as the song says, we need to 
ñcome talkò more and email less.  And when we are ñtalkingò 
with someone, we need to listen more and speak less.  Another 
problem many of us have, which is made worse by our quasi-
addiction to our electronic devices, is that we are not ñpresent.ò  
People walk up and down the street with their heads down on 
their phones and they miss opportunities to converse with other 
people, or enjoy the beauty of the outside.  We are so distracted 
with things, we all have a hard time being present.  And be-
cause we are so busy chasing after things, many times we also 
are not present, as if we are in castles far away. 

Goal for 2018ðFocus on ñyou and I,ò not just ñI.ò - 
Take time to develop meaningful relationships, and 
strengthen relationships that you already have.  No one is 
perfect, therefore no one has truly mastered anything. There 
is ALWAYS room for growth and improvement.  For those 
who are married, make one goal to change your marriage for 
the good.  For those who are parents, make one goal to bet-
ter your relationship with your children.  For those who 
have parents, make one goal to better your relationship with 
your parents.  Too often, we seem satisfied with settling, 
without challenging ourselves to become better.  Make 2018 
a year you look for opportunity for positive change and 
growth.  Challenge yourself to set at least ONE goal in each 
of your meaningful relationships.   

Goal for 2018ðA sense of gratitude and a sense of urgen-
cyðfirst a sense of gratitude for making it to 2018, a sense of 
thankfulness for another year of life, with all the joys that life 
holds for us.  Secondly, a sense of urgencyðat some point 
every heart will run out of summers.  Are we working TO-
DAY to grow in our faith, in our love, in our gratitude! 

Goal for 2018ðFocus on more thoughtful conversationð
If we were each given a limit on how many words we were 
allowed to say per day, we would use our words more judi-
ciously.  No one is going to put a limit on your ability to 
speak, but learning to use our words wisely is something we 
can all do.  Save important conversation for face to face, 
donôt have them over the internet or text.  I read a book re-
cently on marriage which used the phrase ñspeak the truth in 
love.ò  Sometimes, the truth may be hard to hear, or it may 
be hard to say, but if you are speaking the truth in love, then 
the voice of love will be heard over the voice of a negative 
truth.   
 
Be Present-Be present in conversation, put away the mobile 
devices when having conversation.  Donôt have both eyes on 
the future so that you are not enjoying the present.  At our 
recent Sunday School Christmas program, I acted like a Dad 
to record our son to save this moment for future joy, but I 
also enjoyed the present moment.  Many people are so con-
cerned about the future that they do not enjoy the present.   



 

 

He said, "Dad I'm big, but we're smaller than small 
In the scheme of things, well we're nothing at all 
Still every mother's child sings a lonely song 
So play with me, come play with me" 
 
And hey Dad, here's a riddle for you 
Find the answer: There's a reason for the world 
You and I 
 
ñIn the scheme of things, well weôre nothing at all.ò  Who is at 
the center of your world?  Is it you?  Your career?  Your mate-
rial possessions?  Your family?  Where do you spend the great 
concentration of your time and energy?  Where do you spend 
the bulk of your money?  How much of your time goes to vol-
unteer work?  How much of your money goes to church/
charity?  
 
When you think of Christ, what kinds of words come to mind?  
Do think of Christ as fitting in a compartment in your life?  Do 
you think of Him as an obligation?  Do you ever meditate on 
words like ñAlmighty God,ò or ñI am the Lord your God.ò  Do 
you ever read some of the powerful sayings of Christ in the 
BibleðñI am the good shepherd,ò or ñI am the door,ò or ñI am 
the way and the truth and the life.ò  In the scheme of things, 
we really are nothing at all.  I am one man, amidst 6 billion 
people.  My life will last less than 100 years in a history of bil-
lions of years.  My place in history will be significant only to 
my family probably.  So, my sense of self-worth has to be tied 
to my eternal future, not my immediate material future.  Be-
cause in the scheme of things, my material worth is not much at 
all.  Itôs my spiritual worth that is of infinite value.  And in or-
der to realize my spiritual worth, I have to realize that in the 
big scheme of things, I am accounted as not much, but He who 
is accounted for much, Christ, is infinitely greater than me.  
This is why He must be afforded the greater effort from me 
than my pursuit of material gain.  That doesnôt mean to quit 
your job and spend all day in church, but it does mean to live 
your life under a frame-work of Christian spirituality, follow-
ing the commandments of God, living in the joy of the Lord, 
preparing for what is to come at the end of your earthly life. 

There is also a plea from child to parent, ñcome play with me.ò  
When we were kids, we loved to play, I know I did.  I would 
run through my homework (I did it well, mind you) but I could-
nôt wait to be done to go out and play.  Our son is the same 
wayðI guess thatôs how children are.  And as the parent of an 
11 year old, who still likes to play and to draw, I am often in-
vited to play.  And as I am able, I try to play, and at 45, I still 
enjoy the opportunities to ñplayò and not be so serious.  We all 
need that.   

I said, "Son for all I've told you 
When you get right down to the 
Reason for the world who am I?" 
 
There are secrets that we still have left to find 
There have been mysteries from the beginning of time 
There are answers we're not wise enough to see 
He said, You looking for a clue? I love you free 
 
Iôm not sure if itôs nature or nurture that makes us see the glass 
as half empty or half full.  But having a positive outlook is a 
game changer.  There are people who are inherently trusting 
and people who are inherently distrustful.  Each person has his 
own unique perspective on trust and on love.  There are some 
who trust a new person until that person blows it, and there are 
others who will not trust until someone earns their trust.  Just 
like there are some teachers who tell their students that every-
one starts out with a 100 and the A is there to lose, while there 
are other teachers who say everyone starts out with a zero and 
they have to advance from there.   
 
And in the area of love, there are some who give love freely, 
who truly know what it means to serve someone else.  When 
we truly serve and we truly love, we do so without an agenda 
of any kind.  We give expecting nothing in return.  We give 
without disappointment if nothing comes in return.  This is 
what it means to love and what it means to serve.  It is said that 
nothing in life is free. And it seems to be trueðeven love, for 
the most part, isnôt free.  But it should be.   
 
What is the mystery from the beginning of time?  How God 
could exist in a perfect oneness, how could a Trinity at the 
same time be one?  As the years go by, we are figuring out a lot 
of lifeôs mysteriesðthere are better and better medical treat-

Goal for 2018ðMake Christ the Priority, or at least A 
PriorityðWhere will you be on January 1?  Will you start 
the year off in worship?  Where will you be January 7?  Will 
you be in church the first Sunday of the year?  For those who 
have not made it a habit of coming to church, the New Year 
affords us a new start.  You can come to church January 7 
and say honestly, ñIôve been to church every Sunday this 
year.ò  You can pray on January 1 and say youôve prayed 
everyday this year.  Same for reading the Bible.  Start the 
New Year off with some spiritual goalsðmake them chal-
lenging but achievable.  Write them down, refer to them dai-
ly.  Make your practice of Christianity something you think 
about and act upon on a DAILY basis.   

Goal for 2018ðLearn more about what it means to serve, 
to give and to love and you will learn more about what it 
means to be a child of God. Make it a goal to do some vol-
unteer work this year.  It doesnôt have to be every week or 
every month, but take at least two opportunities this year to 
do something for nothing.  Take a couple of opportunities 
this year and go serve, do something that brings no material 
benefit to you.  In loving freely, in giving freely, we will 
have a better sense of how God loves us freely and without 
condition, how He can forgive us so easily, and how He was 
motivated to give us His own Son, to serve us, to die for us, 
to save us. 

Goal for 2018ðtake time to play and relaxðAnyone re-
member the old Fred Flintstone cartoons?  Fred would be 
working at the rock quarry, and then the bird would squawk 
at 5:00 p.m., and Fred would slide down the back of the dino-
saur and head on home.  Well, leaving at 5:00 p.m. isnôt pos-
sible today in many jobs, mine included.  But there has to be 
some time when we are ñoff,ò whether it is to sleep, to relax, 
to enjoy family, to exercise, whatever.  So, hereôs some ad-
viceðfor those especially who have jobs that you never fin-
ish, set a quitting time each day, work hard until quitting time 
(no Facebook, no time wasting) and when quitting time 
comes, quit and go home and donôt feel guilty. People talk 
about working an 80 hour week as if it is some kind of tro-
phy.  I think it is very difficult to work 80 hours a week every 
week and think you are going to stay focused and sharp.  
Work hard, but take time to play and relax.    



 

 

ments as an example, and new technological advances.  But the 
mystery we canôt seem to figure out is how to love in the way 
that God loves us.  Or maybe we can figure it out, we just 
choose not to do it.  In either case, the clue to the mysteries that 
elude us as a society is, loving freely, and serving without ex-
pectation of reward. 
 
The batter swings and the summer flies 
As I look into my angel's eyes 
A song plays on while the moon is hiding over me 
Something comes over me 
 
I guess we're big and I guess we're small 
If you think about it man you know we got it all 
'Cause we're all we got on this bouncing ball 
And I love you free, I love you freely 
 
It seems that so much of life is the pursuit of what we do not 
have, rather than the joy of what we do have.  When you think 
about it, weôve really got it all.  Yes, there are some people out 
there who do not have a lotðthey lack the basic necessities in 
life.  But virtually everyone who is reading this article has food 
to eat, a roof over their head, a talent to offer the world which 
will bring financial and material gain, and most of us have the 
opportunity for a better tomorrow.  What more can we really 
want!  I look at my own life from a strictly material standpoint 
and think, other than some greater sense of financial security, 
what is it that I really need?  And the financial security is not a 
high priority for two reasonsðone, I believe that God is never 
going to let me go hungry.  And two, I know that security is an 
illusion.  Financial security can be wiped away by a health cri-
sis or a natural disaster at any time for anybody.  The gains I 
hope to make in 2018 are not material gains at all.  I hope for a 
better sense of God, and in turn a better sense of myself and 
what I can and should be.  Again, it goes back to gratitude and 
loveðgratitude for what I have, and a desire to serve and love 
others freely, without agenda. 
 
As for the notion ñweôre all we got on this bouncing ball,ò 
well, Iôll amend that to, ñthere is me, there is you, and there is 
God.ò  We canôt love a house that is here today and gone to-
morrow.  We canôt love a job that we will eventually retire 
from.  We canôt love a car that eventually will break down.  We 
canôt love a body that eventually will grow old.  But we can 
love God and love one another and in doing so, we will gain 
everlasting life, where there will never be sorrow, sighing or 
loss.   
 
We have individual talents that let us work.  We have collective 
talents that are used to balance out our world.  But no person is 
the center of the universe.  The uniting force for everyone and 
everything is God.  He is the source and center of all things.   
 
Matthew 18:20 reads ñWhere two or three are gathered in My 
name, there I am also in the midst of them.ò  When it gets 
down to it, the only meaningful things we end up with on this 
earth are our relationship with God and our relationship with 
other people.  And never is this verse more meaningful or actu-
alized than when we receive Holy Communionðwe gather two 
people, the priest and the communicant, Christ is there in the 
midst of us.  Thatôs one of the many reasons that receiving Ho-
ly Communion is so important.  But gathering in His name is 
not limited to Communionðwhen you gather with someone in 
love, in service, in joy, in any of the good and perfect gifts pro-

vided by God to us, there He stands in the midst of us. 
 
Here's a riddle for you 
Find the answer: There's a reason for the world 
You and I 
 
There IS no riddleðthere IS no mystery.  There IS a reason for 
the worldðitôs you and I AND God.  Imagine your life as a car 
ride.  At the beginning of the journey, there is nothing in the 
rearview mirror except your house, your origination point.  At 
the end there is nothing in front of you except your destination 
pointðitôs all in the rearview mirror.  Thus it is in life.  At the 
beginning of life, all of it is in front of us, in the rearview mir-
ror is God our creator.  At the end of life, all of life is in the 
rearview mirror, and the only thing left in front of us is God 
waiting as our judge.  In between the beginning and end of the 
journey, we encounter countless people and countless opportu-
nities to use the things which the Creator has blessed us with to 
our benefit, to their benefit and to His Glory.   
 
No one knows for sure what this year will bring for any of us.  I 
do know a few things, however.  I know that at the end of this 
year, there will be less in the front window of my life and more 
in the rearview mirror.  That I know for sure, and that holds 
true for all of us.  The other thing I know for certain is that I 
will have countless opportunities to do positive things for other 
people and make positive choices that can affect positive things 
in my life and in the life of people around me.  This, also, holds 
true for all of us.   
 

 
 
On behalf of Presbytera Lisa and Nicholas, I wish you all a 
Happy, Healthy, and Joyful New Year 2018! 
 
With love in the Lord, 
 
+Fr. Stavros 

Goal for 2018ðMake it about ñyou and I AND GodòðIf 
you make an effort each day to focus on God, and to make is 
about ñweò instead of ñme,ò you are going to have a great 
year.  If we keep this focus as a parish, we are going to have 
a great year as well. 

Goal for 2018ðkeep Christ in your relationships with 
peopleðthank God for the gifts of friendship he has be-
stowed on your life.  And look for opportunities to bring a 
consciousness of Godliness into your interactions.  One of 
the greatest joys I have as a priest is that I get ASKED to 
bring God into conversations.  A growing number of people 
are asking me to pray with them, who ask if we can speak 
with God together in prayer.  They donôt just ask me to keep 
them in my private prayers, but they ask me to pray with 
them. This need not be limited to the relationship between 
priest and parishioner.  It can go between parent and child, 
husband and wife, friend and friend.  Anytime two people are 
together, Christ can be there.  And even if you arenôt praying, 
if you are having joy, having peace, or engaging in self-less 
service, this is how Christ is brought into our relationships. 



 

 

Liturgical Schedule for January 2018 

 

Sunday, January 21    15
th
 Sunday of Luke  

            Orthros 8:45 a.m.    Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.  
 

Altar Boys: Captains and St. Mark 
Ushers: John Christ, Byron Nenos, Chris Kavouklis 
Welcome Ministry: Greeters: Genie Carter, Helen Cauthorn; Ambassador: Kalliope Chagaris; Caller: Julie  Palios 
Coffee Hour: Altar Angels 

Thursday, January 25   St. Gregory the Theologion  
            Orthros 9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 

We Live-Stream every service! 
www.greekorthodoxchurchtampa.com 

Sunday, January 7    Feast of St. John the Baptist 
           Orthros 8:30 a.m.  Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 9:45 a.m. 
 His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios will officiate at the Divine Liturgy.  
 The Parish Council will host a luncheon following the Divine Liturgy.           
 

Altar Boys: Captains Only  
Ushers: Brett Mourer, Josef Fenton, Amin Hanhan 
Welcome Ministry: Greeters: Michael Palios, Bessie Palios; Ambassador: Skip Higdon; Caller: Vickie Peckham 

Sunday, January 14  Sunday after Epiphany - Vasilopita Sunday 
          Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.           
 

Altar Boys: Captains and St. Matthew 
Ushers: David Voykin, Ed Gerecke, Pete Trakas 
Welcome Ministry: Greeters: Katherine Sakkis, Maria Koutroumanis; Ambassador: Despina Sibley;  
Caller: Maria Karounos 
Coffee Hour: Philoptochos 

Wednesday, January 17   St. Anthony 
            Orthros 9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
  

Thursday, January 18   Sts. Athanasios and Cyril             Orthros 9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, January 28    First Sunday of Triodion-Publican and the Pharisee   
            Orthros 8:30 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.          
 

Altar Boys: Captains and St. Luke 
Ushers: Tammy Christou, George Mitseas, Florin Patrasciou 
Welcome Ministry: Greeters: Dwight Forde, Ewana Forde; Carole Fotopoulos; Caller: Vickie Peckham 
Coffee Hour: AHEPA 

Monday, January 1    Feast of St. Basil/New Yearôs Day  
           Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
  

Wednesday, January 3  Royal Hours of Epiphany   8:45 a.m. -10:00 a.m.             
 

Friday, January 5    Eve of Epiphany 
           Vesperal Divine Liturgy    9:00 a.m.  
           Blessing of the Waters     10:15 a.m. 
 
Saturday, January 6   Great Vespers for Feast of St. John the Baptist  6:30 p.m. 
 His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios will preside, assisted by Clergy from around the Tampa Bay Area. 
 The Philoptochos Society of our parish will host a reception following the service.  



 

 

Sunday, February 4  Second Sunday of Triodion - The Prodigal Son  
          Orthros 8:30 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.           
 

Altar Boys: Captains and St. John  
Ushers: Nick Kavouklis, George Trimikliniotis, Peter Theophanous  
Welcome Ministry: Greeters: Elaine Halkias, Donna Hambos; Ambassador: Skip Higdon;  
Caller: Betty Katsamakis; Get Acquainted:  Mike Xenick, Maria Xenick 
Coffee Hour: Philoptochos OCMC Luncheon 

Tuesday, January 30   Three Hierarchs - St. Basil, St. Gregory, St. John Chrysostom 
          Orthros 9:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
Friday, February 2   Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
          Orthros 9:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.  

Liturgical Notes for January 2018 
Monday, January 1 - Feast of the Circumcision of Christ,   

St. Basil - New Yearôs Day 
Three things are commemorated on the first day of each year.  First, the circumcision of Christ, which 

occurred historically 8 days after His Nativity.  He was circumcised according to the rites of the Jewish 

law and given the name Jesus.  Secondly, we commemorate the feast of St. Basil the Great, one of the 

Great Hierarchs of our church.  St. Basil authored one of the Divine Liturgies used in our church, which 

is celebrated on his feastday.  He also helped found monasticism.  St. Basil was a friend to the poor, 

often baking bread with money in it and throwing it through the windows of widows and the poor.  

Hence the tradition of the Vasilopita, the bread with the coin baked inside, which we cut at the New 

Year.  Finally, we are supposed to pray every day and commemorate all of lifeôs milestones with pray-

er.  So, we open a new year, 2018, with prayer and the Divine Liturgy.  

  

Wednesday, January 3 - Royal Hours of Epiphany  8:45 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
Like Nativity and Pascha, there is a service of the Royal Hours which is celebrated in anticipation of 

Epiphany.  This service consists of prayers, Psalms, hymns and Gospel readings which both foretell and 

recount this Great Feast of the church year.   
  

Friday, January 5 - Eve of Epiphany - Divine Liturgy, Blessing of the Waters 
Also, like the Nativity and Pascha, the feast of Epiphany is commemorated with two celebrations of the 

Divine Liturgy, one of them on the forefeast (day before the feastday).  Hymns of anticipation are sung 

at this service.  Also, there is a service of Aghiasmos (blessing of the water) which is done at the con-

clusion of the Liturgy on January 5. Divine Liturgy will begin at 9:00 a.m. followed by the Blessing of 

the Waters at 10:15 a.m.   

 On Saturday, January 6, we will NOT hold the Divine Liturgy at  

St. John the Baptist. Rather, we will all gather at St. Nicholas Cathedral in  

Tarpon Springs for Divine Liturgy beginning at 9:30 a.m., followed by the  

yearly diving for the cross at around 12:30 p.m.   
  

Saturday, January 6 - Great Vespers of St. John the Baptist - 6:30 p.m.  
The Vespers Service is the service that begins the liturgical day.  In our church, the day begins at sundown.  Thus the feast of St. 

John the Baptist, celebrated on January 7, begins with the sunset of January 6.  Properly celebrated, all feastdays should begin 

with the celebration of Great Vespers, including every Sunday which should begin with Great Vespers on Saturday evenings.  

Because this is not practical in most parishes, Great Vespers is celebrated in most parishes on a limited basis.  We will, of course, 

celebrate the complete cycle of services related to our feastday of St. John, which will begin with Great Vespers. His Eminence 

Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta will preside at the Vespers, assisted by Clergy of the Tampa Bay area. 



 

 

 

  

Sunday, January 7 - Feast of St. John the Baptist 
The day after a major feastday often commemorates the secondary figure of the Feast.  On January 6, we 

celebrate the Baptism/Epiphany of Christ, who is obviously the major figure.  The secondary figure of 

that feast is St. John the Baptist, whose feastday we commemorate the next day, January 7. St. John is the 

LAST of the Prophets before Christ and the first of the Saints, those who believed in Christ.  Righteous 

figures who came before Christ are called either ñRighteousò or ñProphet.ò  Holy People who came after 

Christ are called Saints.  St. John the Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist, as both titles.  His life and his im-

portant work as the forerunner of the Lord is commemorated January 7.  As this is the feastday of our 

church, many visiting clergy will be here to celebrate with us. 

 

Sunday, January 14 - Philoptochosô Vasilopita Sunday  
If you would like to bake a vasilopita for our coffee hour to benefit St. Basilôs Academy please call or email Jeanie Nenos 813 

451-9116/ jeanierrt@aol.com. 

 

Wednesday, January 17 - Feast of St. Anthony 
St. Anthony is recognized as one of the fathers of monasticism.  He lived in the late 3rd and early 4th centu-

ries.  He founded a monastery in Egypt which still exists to this day.  He authored many of the monastic rules 

that are still in practice today.  He also was a major contributor to the First Ecumenical Council in Nicea in 

325, where the Nicene Creed was first authored.  He was one of the leaders against the here-

sies of Arianism. 
  

 

Thursday, January 18 - Feast of St. Athanasios and Cyril  
St. Athanasios was born in 297 and was ordained a priest in 319.  At the tender age of 28, he was one of the 

leaders of the First Ecumenical Council in 325 in Nicea, and defended the Faith against the heresies of Arius.  

He contributed to the development of the Nicene Creed which was authored in 325 and edited in 381 at the sec-

ond Ecumenical Council.  St. Athanasios became a bishop and later Patriarch of Alexandria. 
  

 

Thursday, January 25 - Feast of St. Gregory the Theologian 
One of the Three Hierarchs, also lived in the 4th century.  Was a friend and contemporary of St. Basil and St. 

John the Theologian.  He was an accomplished speaker and writer, was the Bishop of Nazianzos and was one 

of the Bishops who presided at the Second Ecumenical Council of Constantinople in 381, which finalized the 

Nicene Creed that we recite to this day. 
  

 

Tuesday, January 30 - Feast of the Three Hierarchs 
The Three Hierarchs are St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory the Theologian and St. John Chrysostom.  Each had 
his own feastday and all are honored together on January 30.  Each of them lived in the 4th Century, each was 
an accomplished writer and speaker, each was a Bishop, each authored a Liturgy and each is remembered 
prominently in the history of our church to this day.  The Three Hierarchs are Patron Saints of Teachers and 
Education.  

A Question for Father Stavros about baptism:  Was there a reason that Jesus was not baptized until He was 30 years old?  

And how come we are baptized as babies instead of adults as Jesus was? 

Answer:  Baptism at the time of Christ, and before, was done as we now do confession.  It was done periodically for spiritual 

cleansing, rather than a once in a lifetime event initiating one into the Christian faith.  It was common for adults to be ñbaptizedò 
once per year or so, and Jesus in coming for baptism was following the Jewish tradition of coming for spiritual cleansing.  In 
fact, St. John was called ñthe Baptistò even at the time of Christ, because he was one of the people who was at the river baptizing 
those who were coming for their spiritual cleansing.   It was after the Resurrection that Christ said that baptism would be the 
initiation into the Christian faith.    The tradition in the original church was to baptize adults, the same way that Jesus was.  In 
the 8th century, a plague went through Europe killing a large percentage of the population including children who never got to be 
baptized.  It was at THIS point that the church made a change to baptizing infants, so that all could become part of the Christian 
faith without having to wait (and hopefully survive) until adulthood.   



 

 

Community News 
Parish Registry 

Baptism-Olivia Deanna (Pelagia) Tully, daughter of Shea and Katerina Tully, was baptized on Sunday, November 17.   
Eva Xioutas was the Godmother.  Na Sas Zisi! 
 
Baptism-Margarita Anastasia Kyrus, daughter of Chris and Katherine Kyrus, was batpized on Sunday, November 26.   
Christina Kyriakides was the Godmother.  Na Sas Zisi! 
 
BaptismðEmory Alexander Carreon, son of Delfin and Danae Carreon, was baptized on Sunday, December 3.   
Naomi Cardoso was the Godmother.  Na Sas Zisi! 
 
Chrismation of the Robinson FamilyðFor the first time in our parish history, we had a Chrismation of SIX members of 
one family, all at the same time.  On November 22, we welcomed the Robinson family into our church.  Tanya (Theodora) 
was sponsored by Donna Hambos.  Corinna (Maria) was sponsored by Maria Koutroumanis. Matthew (Paul) and Harry 
(Basil) were sponsored by Charlie Hambos.  Carmen (Tabitha) and Wren (Maria) were sponsored by Donna Trakas.   
Congratulations and welcome to our church! 
 
Adult Baptism-Michael Joseph Galovic, son of Gerald and Deborah Galovic, was baptized on Sunday, December 17.   
Godparent was Mike Trimis.  Na Sas Zisi! 

Community Outreach - Saturday, January 20  
St. John the Baptist's Community Outreach will be serving breakfast to the Homeless at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Downtown Tampa from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. The church is located at 412 
Zack Street.  The entrance is on Polk Street. Grab a cup of coffee and come help us! We love to see 
new and old faces!  

Parish Council Elections Results 
Congratulations to Alkis Crassas, Amin Hanhan, Sandra Pappas, Ryan Rindone and Mike Xenick, who were elected to the Par-
ish Council for 2018-2019.  They join George Chagaris, Demetrios Konstas, Catherine Mitseas, Aris Rogers II, Dante Skou-
rellos and Gary Ward to comprise this yearôs Parish Council.  Thank you to our Election Committee of Ed Gerecke, Skip 
Higdon and Julie Palios.  A special thank you to Carole Fotopoulos for her long time service to the Parish Council!   

     Registry Statistics for 2017 
 

              2017  2016  2015  2014  2013 
     Weddings     9    9    8    12   8 
     Baptisms     20   36   22   18   25  
     Funerals     9    9    6    8    5 
     Chrismations   7    4    5    8    5 

Ye Holy Krewe of Tampa 

Gasparilla Parking Fundraiser 

On Saturday, January 20 and Saturday, January 27, we will be renting out the 

church parking lot for Gasparilla Parking. This year the childrenôs parade is on 

January 20, and the main event is on January 27.  If you are interested in vol-

unteering a few hours to help the church make some easy $$$, and also have a 

good time socializing while directing traffic, please contact John Kokkas, the 

Captain of Ye Holy Krewe, at 727-992-4165 or johnkokkas@hotmail.com.  

The primary hours needed are approximately 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. each Satur-

day.  This is a very easy and fun way to generate income for our parish. 



 

 

January 21 Mother/Daughter ñRetreatò, Guest Speaker for Boys 
The GOYA Meeting for January will be Sunday, January 21.  All MOMS are invited to this meeting along with 
their daughters for a mother/daughter retreat.  This will last from 5:00-8:00 p.m. with dinner, presentation, spe-
cial time for moms and daughters to talk and a closing prayer in church.  The boys will have dinner at 5:00 p.m. 
followed by a presentation by Brian Greenfield, an African-American motivational speaker, who regularly 
speaks to teens and young adults.  Dads may attend this as well.  He will be speaking on the topic of ñThe Im-

portance of being a man of faith, and how truly knowing Christ shapes how you will live your life and the man you will be-
come.ò  At our February meeting (February 25), we will have a father/son event and a guest speaker for girls. 
 

GOYA Clearwater Event - Our GOYAns will be participating in the GOYA Clearwater Winter Retreat on January 26-

28.  Anyone interested in attending needs to contact Maria Koutroumanis (mrk1997@verizon.net) by January 10.  

Small Group Bible Study 
 

Our Bible Studies are going in full swing.  New people are welcome at any time! 

Monday Night Bible Study (for everyone) 

We are studying the Book of Acts  
Location: St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church in 
the Administration Building meeting room  
Group Leader: Charlie Hambos 
Charlie.hambos@gmail.com, 813-843-8471 
Meeting time: Monday evenings from 6:30ï8:00 p.m. 
Meeting Dates: January 8, 15, 22, 29  
 

Womenôs Group (for adult women of any age) 

Location:  Meets at the home of Debbie Kavouklis,  
3315 Jean Circle, Tampa, FL 33629 
Group Leader:  Debbie Kavouklis  
dkavouklis1@verizon.net, 813-690-0155.  
Meeting time: Tuesday mornings from 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
(9:30 a.m. for coffee and refreshments) 
Meeting Dates: January 9, 16, 23 and 30 (at the church)  

South Tampa Mixed Group (for any adults)   

Anyone can attend this group but obviously this will be most 
convenient for those who live in South Tampa 
Location:  At the Church in the Library  
Group Leader: Bessie Palios & Ellen Karaku  
bmp1126@yahoo.com  813-523-0347 
ekaraku@verizon.net 813-835-0691 
Meeting time: Tuesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Meeting Dates: January 9, 16 and 23  

Young Adult Ministry 
The YAL fellowship dinner will be on Sunday, January 14, from 5:00-7:30 p.m. in the Kourmolis Center.  Please 

RSVP to Charlie if you are going to attend.  Bring $10 for dinner. 

Prayer for Teachers on Sunday, January 28 
On January 30, we celebrate the feast of the Three Hierarchs, who are also the patron saints of teach-
ers.  On January 28, immediately prior to Holy Communion, we will offer a prayer for all teachers 

and anyone who works in education in our community.    

Counting the Wins for our Community! 
Weôve got lots of interesting people doing lots of interesting things in our community.  If something notable happens 
in your life, please submit a short blurb to the office.  Weôd love to start ñcounting the winsò of our parishioners. 

 

Dr. Angel Alsina, director of liver transplantation at Tampa General Hospital, and a team of four procurement sur-
geons, and 5 transplant surgeons successfully performed 4 liver transplants within a 24 hour period. A first time achievement 
for Tampa General Hospital. It was a concerted effort involving logistics, personnel, and great teamwork. Congrats to TGH liv-
er transplant team for a job well done, and to Dr. Angel for being a big part in saving the lives of countless people!  
 
First ñCome and Seeò Dinner a successðOn Tuesday, November 28, we had our first ñcome and seeò dinner.  People from 
our festival who wanted to come and see more about our church came to a dinner that evening.  Several parishioners also invit-
ed neighbors and friends to come and see.  Overall, there were 52 people in attendance, including 18 who are not members of 
our church.  If we are called as Christians to call people to "come and seeò who we are, this was indeed a great first step.  Thank 
you for Maria Xenick and the Welcome Ministry of our church for organizing this event, and to all the ministry heads and pa-
rishioners who came. 

mailto:mrk1997@verizon.net
mailto:dkavouklis1@verizon.net


 

 

Philoptochos would like to thank all those who donated items for our Alpha House Diaper Drive.  

Your generosity provided over $500 worthy of diapers, wipes and baby items.  Additionally, we are 

thankful for those who helped make the ñSeason of Necessitiesò Luncheon a great success!  In addi-
tion to the generous items donated, we collected over $580 in cash and gift cards for the Spring of 
Tampa Bay.  Thank you for your spirit of giving this Christmas season.   

 SAVE THE DATE Our annual Parish Movie night for adults 

will be Friday, February 9. Details forthcoming. 

Orthodoxy 101 Class will be held in January 
 

Fr. Stavros offers this class two times per year, in the spring and in the fall.  This will be a Four-week course of study on 
Monday nights to make people aware of the basics of being an Orthodox Christian. The classes will be part lecture, part dis-
cussion, with lots of time for questions and answers.   
  

Who should attend the Orthodoxy 101 class? 
 

Ŀ Interfaith couples. This will help the non-Orthodox person understand more about what is going on in our church. 
Ŀ Anyone who is considering joining our church.  Going forward, this class will be a requirement for those who wish 
to join our Orthodox faith. 

Ŀ New converts to Orthodoxy. For those who recently joined our church and who want to know a little bit more. 
Ŀ Anyone who wants to know more about the basics of our faith, or who wants a refresher course in the basics of 
Orthodoxy is encouraged to attend.  

  

The four sessions will be done as follows: 
 

 Monday, January 22 A Tour of the Orthodox Church:  What we see in the Church and what it means 
 Monday, January 29 Orthodox SpiritualityðIntroduction to the Sacraments 
 Monday, February 5 The Divine LiturgyðThis will actually be a ñteachingò Liturgy on the solea of the church. �,�I��
�\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���F�O�D�V�V�����R�U���L�I���\�R�X���Z�L�V�K���W�R���R�Q�O�\���D�W�W�H�Q�G���7�+�,�6���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����S�O�H�D�V�H���I�H�H�O���I�U�H�H���W�R���G�R���V�R������ 
 Monday, February 12  Orthodox Traditionsðfasting, icons, prayer and separating Theology from ñyiayialogyò  
 
Classes will be held on these three Mondays from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and will be held in the CHURCH Sanctuary.  
Please sign up with Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com, so he has enough materials for everyone. There is no charge for this 
class.   

Sunday, February 4 Super Bowl Sunday of course, but it is also ñSouper Bowl of 

Caringò Sunday as well.  This is a nationwide, youth-led initiative to tackle hunger across our coun-

try.  Over 3000 Churches, youth groups, and other organizations will be collecting non-perishable 

items and monetary donations for local food banks.  Mark your calendars to help HOPE/JOY collect 

donations to be given to the children at HOPE CHILDRENôS HOME - a Christian home that takes 

abused, unwanted, discarded or orphaned children and is entirely supported by churches, private individuals and organizations. 

OCMC Mission Sunday As they do every year, 

Philoptochos is going to sponsor itôs 7th Annual Missions Sunday to support 

overseas Orthodox Missions.  Philoptochos will sponsor a luncheon to bene-

fit missions work, with all proceeds going toward the Mission Center.   

Young at Heart Apokreatiko Dinner Dance - Saturday, February 3  

The Young at Heart will have their annual Mardi Gras Ball (Apokreatiko) on Saturday, February 3 at 

6:30 p.m. in the Kourmolis Center.  We hope that all will join us for a fun dinner dance. Tickets will 

be available soon.  We promise lots of laughs and fun for everyone!  It is all about family, friends 

dancing and did we mention COSTUMES?  Great prizes for the best costumes.  We can't forget to say that John Demas will 

be entertaining us with the wonderful music of the Omega Project and his beautiful classical guitar during dinner. 


