
 

 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

VISION:   
Love God, Love your neighbor and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as an Orthodox Christian community. 

 

MISSION: 
The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to welcome and serve people with love, truth, joy 
and peace, and to create an environment that encourages all to seek salvation through Orthodox Christianity. 

 

CORE VALUES: 
Love, Worship, Community, Learning, Service 

òBehold I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.   
The voice of one crying in the wilderness; Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.ó Mark 1:2-3 

Father Stavrosô Message 

Engaged, Discipleship, Prayer and Great Lent  

D 
uring the first week of 2018, each member of our 
community was challenged to come up with a ñone 
word resolutionò for the New Year.  Over 225 of 
you responded.  And of the 225, there were over 120 

unique words.  This was very powerful and very reflective of 
the diversity of our community.  Youôll find in this issue of 
ñThe Messengerò a ñwordleòon the next page that shows all of 
the words that you sent, so even though you wonôt know each 
personôs resolution, youôll know the words that represent the 
resolutions of your fellow parishioners.   
 
I encouraged (and still encourage you) to pick a one word reso-
lution for your marriage, for your children, for your home, for 
your business and for your spiritual life.  In our parish, I en-
courage each ministry to do the same, to choose a one word 
resolution for your ministry.  The Parish Council, for example, 
has chosen the word ñfocusò and you can read all about it in a 
special article that is going to be part of the Messenger each 
month this year.   
 
The word for our entire community this year, our one word 
resolution is the word ENGAGED.  What does ñengagedò 
mean?  Most often, we associate that word with the period of 
time before one gets married.  It means that they are committed 
and invested in the idea of a life-long commitment to their fian-
c®.  Engaged means that we are not only committed and invest-
ed in the life of the church, but in the life of Christ.  In regards 
to the church, engaged means that not only we are here, in 
body, but we are committed and invested in the life of the 
church, in the work of the church. 
 

There are many people who are baptized Orthodox who are 
ñinactive,ò meaning they do not participate in the life of the 
church, save for maybe a few times a year.  There are many 
people who are ñactive,ò meaning that they come to church, 
even frequently, but that are still not ñengagedò in the life of 
the church and in the life of faith.   
 
To be engaged is to be invested and committed, first to a life of 
faith, to living and embracing the joys of Christianity.  To be 
engaged in the life of the church is to be immersed in the mis-
sion of the church.  And what is the mission of the church?  
 

To make disciples of all nations! 
 

In Matthew 28:19, Jesus tells His Disciples ñGo, make disci-
ples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching to do all that I 
have commanded you.ò  This verse is known as the ñGreat 
Commission.ò  In fact, this Gospel passage is read at every 
baptism, over the person who has just been baptized, to let 
them know that THIS one thing is what Jesus expects from 
every Christian.  He has commissioned every Christian, as He 
commissioned His disciples, to go out and share the Good 
News of the Kingdom of God.  THIS is why we have a 
churchðto proclaim the Good News.   
 
One of the best explanations of what it means to be a ñdiscipleò 
comes from the book ñDivine Renovationsò by Fr. James Mal-
lon.  He writes: 
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What do we mean by making disciples? In Church cul-
ture, we often use terms such as ñdiscipleò or 
ñapostleò without understanding the meaning of these 
words, but ñdiscipleò is so key to our mandate from 
Jesus that we ought to know its meaning.  The word in 
Greek for ñdiscipleò is ñmathetes,ò which, in turn, 
comes from the verb ñmanthanein,ò meaning ñto 
learnò (think of the term ñmath.ò)  To be a disciple is 
to be a learner.  To be a disciples of Jesus Christ is to 
be engaged in a lifelong process of learning from and 
about Jesus the master, Jesus the teacher.  The English 
term ñdiscipleò comes from the Latin ñdiscipulusò and 
provides the connotation that this learning process is 
not haphazard, but intentional and disciplined.  To be-
come a disciple is to commit to such a process of 
growth.  (Divine Renovations: Bringing Your Parish 

From Maintenance to Mission, by Fr. James Mallon, p. 
20) 

Christ told His Disciples (and that includes us) to make Disci-
ples.  On Stewardship Sunday, we talked about a shoe factory.  
The goal of the shoe factory is to make shoes.  If you have a 
beautiful shoe factory, with the nicest amenities, the best mate-
rials and the friendliest workers, but the factory doesnôt pro-
duce shoes, then it is a failure.  Similarly, the church is sup-
posed to make disciples.  We can have the prettiest church, the 
nicest icons, and the friendliest people, but if the church is not 
making disciples, then the church is a failure.   
 
We know that on a national level, Christianity, including the 
Orthodox Church, is at an all-time low in terms of membership, 
attendance, baptisms and weddings, and at an all-time high in 
terms of funerals.  This is because as we build large and beauti-



 

 

 

ful churches, weôve forgotten the work of discipleship that is 
needed to fill them.  Thankfully, at St. John, our church is filled 
with people every Sundayðweôre at an all-time high with at-
tendance. 
 
Itôs time to take a next stepðAnd that next step is going from 
active to engaged.  We have lots of people who are active in 
terms of church attendance, but are we all ñengagedò in the life 
of a disciple?  The disciple is both student and recruiter.   
 
Most of us have a life-long desire to learn.  We need this desire.  
Otherwise, we will not make it in life.  We have to keep up 
with changes in technology and changes in the law, among oth-
er things. We have to continually learn in order to stay current 
in life. 
 
As disciples, we are supposed to be continual learners about 
Christ.  We learn through prayer, we learn through Scripture, 
we learn through reading, we learn through lifeôs circumstanc-
es, and we learn from one anotherôs experiences.  Yes, each of 
us has not only something we can learn, but something we can 
teach one another about Christ.   
 
A disciple is a student, and as part of the learning, wants others 
to come along for the ride and learn as well.   If the job of every 
disciple is to ñbaptize all nations,ò then it is incumbent on each 
disciple to spread the word.   
 
The Twelve Disciples were very ordinary people--Christ 
chose twelve men to be His disciples.  They werenôt chosen 
because they were extraordinary scholars.  Several were illit-
erate fishermen who were not even very good fishermen.  Mat-
thew was a tax collector, a town pariah.  Once recruited by Je-
sus, they werenôt always exemplary in their faith.  At some 
point they all ñquestioned.ò  Thomas doubted Jesus.  Peter de-
nied Jesus.  All but John fled at the Crucifixion.  The Lord 
called St. Paul to be the greatest of ApostlesðSt. Paul was per-
secuting Christians. Whoever they were, they were engaged.  
They were active.  They followed.   
 
To be engaged is to be immersed in the life of Christ.  Christ 
doesnôt just fit into a compartment on Sunday mornings but He 
is the center of each day.  Each day starts with prayer, and is 
centered around loveðlove for God, and love for those we en-
counter, our neighbors.  It continues with purposeful and inten-
tional good works towards others.  The engaged Christian seeks 
opportunities to help others, and takes all actions under the um-
brella of Christianity.   
 
The engaged Christian thirsts for God.  We canôt get through a 
day without getting thirsty.  We quench our thirst often.  We 
may forget to do many things, but quenching our thirst isnôt 
one of them.  Similarly, the engaged Christian thirsts for God 
and quenches this thirst throughout each day.   
 
We are about to enter the period of the church year known as 
Great Lent.  This is a time of increased services and rituals 
done only during this special time of the year.  However, we 
can get so caught up in the rituals and the fasting, we can be so 
busy jumping through hoops that we forget to work on our 
hearts.   
 
Many Christians feel like a hamster running on a wheel.  
They run and run but feel like they are getting nowhere.  Dur-

ing Lent, they run faster and faster, only to find at the end of 
Lent they havenôt gotten anywhere and instead are just more 
tired.  However, Lent is supposed to reinvigorate us, not ex-
haust us.  And Lent is supposed to serve as a springboard for 
renewal that continues throughout the year, not a journey that 
ends with Pascha.   
 
However we strong we may feel in our faith or in our Christian 
journey, at every celebration of the Divine Liturgy, we are in-
vited to offer the Lordôs Prayer with these words: ñAnd make 
us worthy Master, with confidence and without the fear of 
condemnation, to dare to call upon You, our heavenly God, 
Father, and to say.ò   Despite the fact we hear it so often, per-
haps we have not taken the time to internalize the words.   
 
Make us worthy-Christ has called us to be His disciples, His 
friends.  He has called each of us to be with Him.  It is up to us 
to live a life worthy of this calling.   
 
MasterðIs Christ the Master of our lives, or just a consultant?.  
Are we His followers?  Do we center our lives around Him, or 
try to fit Him into our lives?   
 
With confidenceðKnowledge brings confidence, and so does 
action.  To be a disciple is to be a person of both knowledge 
and action.  A disciple is both student and sharer.  Living out 
our calling to be disciples will give us a boost of confidence.   
 
And without fear of condemnationðFor the person who 
doesnôt know Christ, or who is unengaged in the life of Christ, 
the journey through life may be filled with trepidation and sad-
ness, as the sand drains from the hourglass of our lives.  For the 
engaged Christian, for the committed Disciple, life is all about 
Him, each day draws us closer to Him, and the end of life is 
joyful because each day brings us closer to being with Him.   
 
Our heavenly God, FatherðChrist saw His disciples not as His 
servants but as His children, and as His friends.  He wanted an 
ñintimacyò with them.  He opened up to them, He confided in 
them.  The feeling of ñintimacyò with God can be so real when 
we pray, especially when we are able to block out other 
thoughts and just be with Him.  This ñintimacyò is magnified 
when we share Him with others, in prayer, in conversation, in 
worship, in Holy Communion.  Again, do we see God as Fa-
ther, as friend, or as consultant?   
 
Wherever you are in your journey, whether you are inac-
tive, active, engaged, or feel like the hamster on the wheel, I 
invite you to participate in a six week series entitled ñCalled 
to Be DisciplesðWith Confidence and Without Fear of 
Condemnation.ò  This series will be held each Wednesday 
evening of Lent after Pre-Sanctified Liturgy.  The schedule for 
each Wednesday will be as follows: 
 
6:00 p.m. Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 
7:30 p.m. Lenten Dinner hosted by one of our ministries 
7:45 p.m. Presentation by Fr. Stavros 
8:15 p.m. Small Group Discussion 
8:45 p.m. Concluding Remarks and Closing Prayer 
 
This series is designed to DIG DEEP.  Thatôs why every lec-
ture will be followed by a small group discussion.  There are 
some real costs to being a discipleðlike surrendering your life 
to Christ.  And there are some real benefitsðlike intimacy with 



 

 

The Prayer Team will celebrate its 3rd Anniversary on February 20! 
  
For three years, Fr. Stavros has been writing a daily reflection.  It comes out every morning at 12:30 a.m. via 
Constant Contact.  From Monday-Friday, Father will be writing on the subject of Engagement and Disciple-
ship and on Saturday - Sunday, Father is writing on the Scriptures of each Sunday of Triodion and Lent. Over 
1100 have joined the Prayer Team.  Over half our parish receives it daily, as well as many people outside of 
our parish.  Each day, a scripture verse,  reflection written by Father, and a prayer are emailed to the Prayer 
Team via constant contact.  If you would like to join the Prayer Team please email Charlie at char-
lie.hambos@gmail.com and ask him to add you. 
 

The Road Back to Christ: Reflections on Lent, Holy Week and the Resurrection 
is now on sale and available in our bookstore! 
 
It is a series of daily reflections to be read from the beginning of Triodion (this 
year that is February 5) through All Saints Day (this year that is June 11).  Pick 
up your copy today so you can begin reading it on February 5.  This book costs 
$18.99 and all monies taken in at the bookstore go to the church. 
 

Interested in Joining the Prayer Team? 
Over 1100 people have! The Prayer Team is a daily message that Father Stavros 
has been writing for more than 2 years!  Over half of our parish receives it daily, 
as well as many people outside of our parish.  Each day, a scripture verse, a re-
flection written by Father, and a prayer are emailed to the Prayer Team via Con-
stant Contact.  If you would like to join the Prayer Team, please email Charlie at 
charlie.hambos@gmail.com and ask to add you 

God and confidence without fear of condemnation.  This yearôs 
Lenten program will be this discipleship series, which I encour-
age as many of you as possible to participate in.   
 
Other than a couple of hours on six Wednesday nights, there is 
no cost for this program.   
 
The benefit is a more purposeful and more confident Christian 
walk.   
 
It is my prayer this Lent for our entire church community to be 
challenged, dig deeper, and put the hamster wheel on the 
ground and run towards Christ.  This series is for YOU. 
 
The topics will be as follows: 
 
Wednesday, February 21 Called to be Disciples and the Awe 
of the Lord 
 
Wednesday, February 28 The Cost of DiscipleshipðThe Dis-
torted Image and Total Surrender 
 
Wednesday, March 7  The Rewards of DiscipleshipðTen 
Rewards You Can Reap Today 
 
Wednesday, March 14 Prayer: Abiding in Godôs Love  
 
Wednesday, March 21 Living Out Our Calling: Giving to 
God What Belongs to God 
 
Wednesday, March 28 With Confidence and Without Fear 

of Condemnation 
**Childcare will be provided at no cost.  We do, however, 
need to know the name and age of each child by February 15 
if you are going to do this series. 
 
Concluding ThoughtsðIôm 45 years old, so this will be my 
46th Lenten journey.  It will be my 20th as a priest.  It will be my 
14th at St. John.  Yet, I feel like I have much to learn about 
Christ, about faith, about prayer, about a lot of things.  I hope 
that as we make this Lenten journey together, we will put our 
wheels on the ground and seek to move forward.  We should all 
endeavor to come to the Resurrection feeling renewed and re-
freshed, not exhausted.  We should all leave from Pascha feel-
ing purposeful and recommitted. 
 
Being ENGAGED is the key to our future, as Christians and as 
a Christian community. To grow in Christ and to grow the 
Body of Christ takes each of us making the decision to be EN-
GAGED.  To be the disciples, and ultimately the church 
that Christ called us to be, sharing the good news and making 
disciples, calls us to be engaged Christiansðcommitted, invest-
ed, growing, understanding and sharingðthis is what Christ 
calls us to be.  This is what it is to be a disciple.  This is what it 
is to be a church. 
 
I look forward to this yearôs Lenten journey.  Kali Sarakosti!  
Have a blessed Lent! 
 
With love in the Lord, 
 
+Fr. Stavros 



 

 


