St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church
August 1, 2021 - 6th Sunday of Matthew
Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis (Proistamenos)
Fr. Stratton Dorozenski (Retired Priest In Residence)
Fr. John Stefero (Retired Priest In Residence)

(Above, Transfiguration)

SYNAXARION: Pr ocession of the Pr ecious Cr oss; The Holy Seven Maccabee Childr en, Solomone Their Mother, and Eleazar their Teacher; Timothy the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Priconissus; Elesa the Righteous-Martyr of
Kythira;
Apolytikion of the Week (Pl 1 Mode): Co-eternal with the Father and Spirit is the Word Who of a Virgin was begotten for our salvation we the faithful both praise and worship Him. For in the flesh did He consent to ascend unto the
cross and death did He endure and He raised unto life the dead by His all Glorious Resurrection.
Apolytikion of the Holy Cross: Save O Lor d, save Your people and bless Your inher itance. Give victor y to
those who battle evil and protect us all by Your Holy Cross.
Apolytikion of St. John: The memor y of the just is obser ved with hymns of pr aise; for you O For er unner the
witness of the Lord is sufficient. You have proved to be truly more venerable than the prophets. Since you were
granted to baptize in the river, the One Whom they proclaimed. Therefore, you strove for truth, proclaiming with joy
the Good News, even to those in Hades: that God was manifested in the flesh, and takes away the sins of the world,
and grants to us His great mercy.
Kontakion (Grave Mode): Upon the Mount, You wer e Tr ansfigur ed and Your Disciples beheld Your Glor y, as
far as they were able to, O Christ our God; so that when they would see You crucified, they would know that You suffered willingly; and thus proclaim to all the world: that You are truly the One who is the Father’s Radiance.
Memorial Service At Orthros: Eftihia Sor olis & Alena Eftihia Fr ey (1 Year )

Readings for 6th Sunday of Matthew
Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans 12:6-14
Brethren, having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them:
if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in
his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality;
he who gives aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love
be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with
brotherly affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be
aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
Gospel Reading is from Matthew 9:1-8
At that time, getting into a boat Jesus crossed over and came to his own city. And
behold, they brought to him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their
faith he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven." And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, "This man is blaspheming." But Jesus,
knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which is
easier, to say 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say 'Rise and walk?' But that you may
know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins" he then said to the
paralytic -- "Rise, take up your bed and go home." And he rose and went home.
When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given
such authority to men.

The Parish Assistance Program Continues
(PAP)
Since May 1 2020, we have been offering a Parish Assistance
Program, PAP, with BayCare Behavioral Health. The PAP program provides our parishioners access to free and confidential
counseling services - offering additional support when life’s
challenges become overwhelming. The PAP utilizes a network
of faith-based providers and are sensitive to the values and beliefs of those they serve and provide compassionate care to
children, adults, parents, and seniors. Parishioners can contact
BayCare to request up to three free and confidential counseling
sessions from a licensed mental health professional. The
BayCare helpline, 800-878-5470, is answered 24/7 by mental
health professionals. Many BayCare therapists are also offering
telephonic and virtual counseling sessions to help parishioners
maintain their emotional wellbeing during these trying times.

Happy Birthday
and Happy Nameday!
If you want to make sure we have your birthdate on file,
please call the office.

Birthdays
James Apockotos-August 1
Sierra Fulkerson-August 1
Zinnia Letobarone-August 1
Ilianna Matassini-August 1
Zachary Chandler-August 2
Susan Fallieras-August 2
Nicholas Kalojiannis-August 2
Olga Papaeconomou- August 2
Vasiliki Gallos-August 3
Evangelos Laliotis-August 3
Christian Perry-August 3
Penelope Calamunci- August 4
Maggie Kavouklis-August 4
Jacqueline Renaud-August 4
Megan Rindone-August 4
Andreas Thompson-August 4
John Gialamas-August 5
Aleks Lakic-August 5
Catherine Eggleston-August 6
Daphne Anderson-August 7

Namedays
EFKLEOS, ELESA,
MARKELOS, SOLO-MONI AUGUST 1
JUSTINIANOS - AUGUST 2
OLIMPIOS, SALOMI - AUGUST 3
EKSAKOUSTODIANOS,
MAXIMILIAN, VIOLETA AUGUST 4
NONA - AUGUST 5
EVMORFIA, MORFOULA,
SOTIRIS - AU-GUST 6
ASTERIOS, ASTERO, ASTRINI, NI-KANOR - AUGUST
7

Sunday, August 1

Upcoming Services & Events
Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Charlie’s Sending Off Party

Monday, August 2

Paraklesis Service

6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, August 4

Paraklesis Service
College Discussion

10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Friday, August 6

Transfiguration of the Lord
Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Paraklesis

Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 8

7th Sunday of Matthew
Orthros 8:45 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Stewardship 2021 Update

1st Day of Sunday School: August 15

As of Wednesday, July 28, we have received 313 stewardship forms, with a
pledged amount of $473,368.00 for 2021.

REGISTRATION ONLINE

Don’t forget to fill out your form and send
it into the office!

You can register by clicking HERE
We have been expanding our program and
have faith that YOU WILL RETURN!!

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project
August 1 - 7
Restore us to Thyself, O Lord, that we may be restored! Renew our days as of old.
Lamentations 5:21

The theme for August in our parish is ALL IN and coming back, getting back to where we
were before the Pandemic. Shutting down the church was not easy to swallow but it was easy
to do. We just shut everything down. The pace at which we have returned and restored has
brought discussion and debate at every step. Now that we are fully open, it is time to be renewed and re-stored to what we were. Our ministries are going back to fully operational. The
church is fully open, the choir and the altar boys are back. It is time for each of us to renew
and restore ourselves fully into the life of the church. There were people before the pandemic
whose involvement in the church was sporadic. And the pandemic didn’t change much for
them. However, there were many people who were faithful in their involvement in worship
and ministry and the pandemic did change that. It is time for those who have curtailed involvement to come back, and it is time for those who were on the fringes to become ALL IN.
People talk about a “new normal” and I believe it is time for a new normal, a congregation
that is fully ALL IN on faith, salvation, and the mission of the church and their personal involvement in it.

Update and Announcements
Young At Heart, Thursday, August 5
— Our St John YOUNG-AT-HEART
Ministry Meeting Thursday August 5,
2021 @ ABC Pizza. Last month we enjoyed a game of Bingo and lunch from
Acropolis. Be sure to let Mike Trimis
know if you will be attending!
Friday, August 6 - Transfiguration of
our Savior We r ead in the Gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark and Luke, how
Jesus was Transfigured on Mount Tabor
in the presence of His Disci-ples. Matthew 17:2 says, “His face shone like the
sun and His clothes became as white as the light.” Jesus was shown in the fullness of His glory as God, and standing beside Him
were Moses and Elijah, the two greatest prophets of the Old Testament. This showed the Disciples that the man Jesus was indeed
God as well, and pre-figured His glory at the Resurrection and Ascension.

St. John’s Bookstore — Our bookstore will be closed today as we participate in Charlie's send-off luncheon and celebration. If
there is something you need immediately, please see Presvytera Denise after the luncheon today and she will assist you.
Prayer for School Students - Sunday, August 8—All school students and teachers (high school and below) are invited to participate in a special prayer that will be held at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy on August 8, prior to the beginning of the
public school year. Fr. Stavros will offer a special prayer for all of our students and teachers as they begin the new school year.
Mark Your Calendars for Community Outreach — Our Community Outreach would love for you to help out! Mark your
Calendars for August 21. As we read the Acts of the Apostles and remember the ministry of the early Christians “serving tables”,
let us become as the early church and feed those hurting in our city! This ministry meets every 3rd Saturday of the month at First
Presbyterian Church from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Be sure to contact Greg Melton for details (813-967-2074 or
gmelt12@gmail.com)
Looking for Ushers — We are looking for more ushers to help at the Divine Services of our church. If you are interested, please
email Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com.
Monday Night Bible Study— will continue with Fr. John Stefero at a later date. Stay tuned for details!
Women’s Bible Study—We will be on hiatus until late August/early September.
Alex’s Study — The formerly known “Suffering Book Study” has decided to continue with the same author, Metropolitan Nikolaos of Mesogaia & Lavreotiki. This group will resume around October. Stay tuned for details and feel free to reach out to Alex
Limberatos for details!
GriefShare to resume in January — GriefShare will resume in January 2022. In the interim you can check out LifePath Hospice for bereavement resources.

Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Evangelos
& Caroline Critkas; Constantinos & Kalotina Klimis; Christine Alex, June, Lillian Thomas; Scotty; Desi
Serriera; Ashley Kladakis; Dora Kallas, Kathy & Andrew Bouzinekis; Anastasia; Amanda, Andrew, Colton,
Miranda, Charlotte Elizabeth, Nuha, Nabeel, Michael, Amal, John, Elaine, Olga, Virginia Georgiou, Ron
Myer, Toula Tsaros, Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie Pringle, Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, Ron,
Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina Chakonas, Ann Demas, Alex Martinez, Adriana Martinez, Aaron Martinez, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, Daniel Ross, Daniella Ross, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, Rosario, Antonia
Caffentzis, Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis,
Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopoulos, Maria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, John Alexander, Michael Romero, George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Anastasia Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna,
Ana Mourer, Debbie Phelps, Mary Voykin, David Voykin, Anne Sakellaris, Denise Badrane, Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana Temelkova, Stanislava Terzieva, James, Jude and all victims of war, terrorism,
crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are unaware.

