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(Above, Jesus meeting St. Fotini)

SYNAXARION: Sunday of the Samar itan Woman; Isaacius, Abbot of the Monaster y of Dalmatus; Macrina, grandmother of St. Basil the Great; Barlaam the Monk of Caesarea; Natalios the
Martyr; Emilia, mother of St. Basil the Great;
Entrance Hymn: Bless God in the congregations; pr aise the Lor d from the fountains of Isr ael.
Save us o Son of God, who rose from the dead; to Thee we sing: Alleluia.
Apolytikion of the Week (4th Mode): When the tidings of the Resur rection from the angel was
proclaimed unto the women disciples, and our ancestral sentence also had been abolished, to the
apostles, with boasting did they proclaim: that death is vanquished evermore and Christ our God is
risen from the dead, granting to the world His great mercy.
Apolytikion of St. John the Baptist can be found on page 24 of the Divine Liturgy Book.
Kontakion of Pascha: Even though You descended into the gr ave You destroyed the Power of
Hades and You rose as a Victor, O Christ our God, saying to the myrrh bearing women: Rejoice! And
to Your Apostles granting peace and to the fallen, You also grant Resurrection.
Megalinarion: The angel cr ied to her who is full of gr ace: Rejoice Holy Vir gin and again I say
rejoice, for your Son has risen from the tomb on the third day.
Shine, shine, O New Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord has arisen over you. Dance now for joy O
Zion and exult. Rejoice and be glad O pure Theotokos at the Resurrection of your Child.

Readings for Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
Epistle Reading is from Acts 11:19-30

In those days, those apostles who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus
and Antioch, speaking the word to none except Jews. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch
spoke to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number that believed turned to the
Lord. News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God,
he was glad; and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and
of faith. And a large company was added to the Lord. So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought
him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church, and taught a large company of people; and in Antioch the disciples were for the
first time called Christians. Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabos stood up and
foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world; and this took place in the days of Claudius. And the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brethren who lived in Judea, and they did so, sending it to the elders by the
hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Gospel Reading is from John 4:5-42

At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and so
Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat down beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw
water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him,
"How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, "If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him and he would have given you living
water." The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?" Jesus said to her, "Everyone who
drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come
here to draw." Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her,
"You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband; this you said
truly." The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and you say that Jerusalem is
the place where men ought to worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him.
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." The woman said to him, "I know that the Messiah is coming (he
who is called Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." Just then his disciples came.
They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but none said, "What do you wish?" or, "Why are you talking with her?" So the woman left
her water jar, and went away into the city and said to the people, "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?"
They went out of the city and were coming to him. Meanwhile the disciples besought him, saying "Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have
food to eat of which you do not know." So the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought him food?" Jesus said to them, "My food is
to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work. Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? I tell you,
lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' I sent you to reap that for which you did
not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's
testimony. "He told me all that I ever did." So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two
days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we
have heard ourselves, and we know that this is indeed Christ the Savior of the world."

Download Our St. John the Baptist App Today!
Stay Updated With Push Notifications
Access Our Parish’s Resources With Just One Click
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Looking for Assistance
For Junior Olympics—On

June 12 we will be hosting Junior Olympics at our church and we could use your
help! We are looking for not only volunteers but people who can lend us the following items for the day: Tents, Ping
Pong Tables, Ping Pong Balls, Paddles,
Corn Hole Boards, Chess, Checkers, and
Backgammon Boards. Please reach out to
the office if you are able to assist in any
way.

Happy Birthday
and Happy Nameday!
If you want to make sure we have your birthdate on file, please call the office.

Birthdays

Namedays

Elisa Mitseas - May 30
Paul Jacobson - May 31
Marina Pavlidis Levine - May 31

Emmeleia - May 30
Ermeias, Magos - May 31
Evelpistos, Gerakina, Ierax,
Justine, Pyros, Thespesios June 1
Marinos, Nikiforos June 2
Ieria, Ypatia - June 3
Martha - June 4
Apollon, Dorotheos, Nikandros, Ploutarhos, Selene June 5

Nicholas Carter - June 1
John Carter - June 2
Thomas Katsifis - June 3
Steven Lenardos - June 3
Alexa Westmoreland - June 3
Sophia DeJesus - June 4
Sevi Frantsvog - June 4
Emmerson Hampton - June 4
Thalia Letobarone - June 4
Byron Nenos Jr. - June 4
Joe Xanthopoulos - June 4
Zachary Zaharis - June 4
Anastasia Stonestreet - June 5

Upcoming Services & Events

Sunday, May 30

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Monday, May 31

Memorial Day-Office Closed

Tuesday, June 1

Book Study

6:30 p.m.

Saturday, June 5

Orthros 9:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, June 6

Sunday of the Blind Man
Orthros 8:45 a.m.
GOYA

Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

May is Θαλασσαιμία/Cooley’s Anemia Month
ST JOHN GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
and AHEPA Tampa Chapter #12

Stewardship 2021 Update
As of Thursday, May 20, we have
received 293 stewardship forms,
with a pledged amount of $455,103.00
for 2021.
Don’t forget to fill out your form
and send it into the office!

Cooley’s anemia or Θαλασσαιμία/Thalassemia is an inherited blood disorder
which mostly affects people of Mediterranean descent.
How can you help?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Get tested since it affects people of Mediterranean descent
Educate others to be tested, be a possible donor and the need for financial support
Register to be a prospective marrow donor
Make Donations
a.
Please make checks payable to AHEPA Cooley’s Anemia Foundation with “Cooley’s Anemia” in the “Note” section of the check.
b.
Send your check or call with your Credit Card Info to
Mike Trimis (813) 784-4872 or Tom Georgas, 506 Lantern Circle, Tampa,
FL 33617 or call (813) 985-0236

(Donations are Tax Exempt under IRA Section 170 (c) (4)

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project
May 30 - June 5
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and Who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’
you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” John 4:10

These verses come from the Gospel account of an encounter between Jesus and a Samaritan woman. Jews and Samaritans were bitter enemies. So, it was culturally a little odd when Jesus encountered the woman and asked for a drink
from a well of water. Of course this request confirms and reinforces the humanity of Jesus, who was tired and thirsty
and wanted water. The woman questioned why Jesus, a Jew, would make a request of a woman of Samaria. Jesus told
her “If you knew the gift of God, and Who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked Him,
and He would have given you living water.” The woman engaged in a dialogue with Jesus about material needs, like
water, and drawing it out. Eventually, Jesus revealed Himself to her as the Messiah and she was the first person to go
and testify that Jesus is the Christ. Where this applies on a practical level is Holy Com-munion. If we knew truly the
gift we receive when we receive Holy Communion, we would approach with more faith, with more awe, with more
love and we’d approach more frequent-ly. Looking at things from a spiritual perspective and not only a material one,
we will see that Christ is the living water, and when we partake of Him, we will not be thirsting for anything, that receiving Him quenches any thirst we might have, even a thirst for health. Holy Communion and the joy it should bring
us should supersede any joy as well as any sorrow. This is why it is so important to keep learning and deepening our
un-derstanding of the faith, so we can appreciate the living water that is Jesus Christ and not be thirsting for the things
of this world but thirsting for Him.

Update and Announcements
Looking for Ushers — We are looking for more ushers to help at the Divine Services of our church.
If you are interested, please email Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com.
No Kneeling until Pentecost — It is actually the Tradition in the Orthodox Church that we not kneel
on Sundays in honor of the Resurrection of Christ. Because we do not worship on a daily basis in our
church communities, priests have encouraged people to kneel on Sundays, the thought being that if
we do not kneel on Sundays, that we’ll never kneel in church. It is a Tradition, that for 50 days after
Pascha, we do not kneel in honor of the Resurrection. The next time we will kneel after is on the
Feast of Pentecost (June 20) at the Vespers of the Descent of the Holy Spirit, when the priest says
“Again and again on bended knees let us pray to the Lord.”
Sunday, May 30, Sunday of the Samaritan Woman — Sunday of the Samaritan Woman Christ
talks about the water of eternal life which will never make us thirst again. The woman here is St.
Photini.
Monday Night Bible Study with Charlie will RESUME on Mondays, J une 7, 14, 21 and 28. Bible study is held via Zoom. If you are not currently part of the Monday Night Bible study and would
like to join in, please contact Charlie at chambos@stjohntpa.org and he will add you.
Women’s Bible Study will meet in J une as follows: Tuesday, J une 8 and Tuesday, J une 15. We
are finishing our study on the Epistle of St. James. We meet via ZOOM. Fr. Stavros leads this group.
If you would like to join our women’s Bible study group, please contact Fr. Stavros at
frstav@gmail.com and he will add you to the Zoom link. After June 15, we will be on hiatus until
late August/early September.
Tuesday Book Study — Will kick off on May 25 at 6:30 p.m. with Alex Limberatos via Zoom. We
will be reading “If There Is Life, I Want To Live,” an account of religious questions from secular yet
faith-seeking individuals. Please contact Alex for details on how to get the book and any other questions regarding the group.
Sunday, June 6, Sunday of the Blind Man — The theme of LIGHT! Commemoration of the healing of the blind man which leads us to the reality of the healing of our own spiritual blindness.
GOYA, June 6 — The June GOYA meeting will be Sunday, June 6, from 5:00-7:30 p.m. in the
Kourmolis Center. Dinner, as always, will be provided.
American Foundation for Greek Language and Culture Scholarships Available—This year, the
American Foundation for Greek Language and Culture are offering five different scholarships to
High School Seniors and College Students. The deadline for these applications is June 21, 2021.
These forms can be picked up at the church near the baptistery. For more information, feel free to
contact Kalliope Chagaris, MPH, via phone (813-789-4134) or e-mail (khalkias@afglc.org).
Fr. Stavros out of Town — Fr. Stavros will be out of town May 31 to June 3 for the Metropolis of
Atlanta Clergy meetings at the Diakonia Retreat Center in South Carolina.
Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Lillian Thomas; Scotty; Desi Serriera; Ashley Kladakis; Dora Kallas, Kathy & Andrew Bouzinekis; Anastasia; Amanda, Andrew, Colton, Miranda, Charlotte Elizabeth, Nuha, Nabeel,
Michael, Amal, John, Elaine, Olga, Virginia Georgiou, Ron Myer, Toula Tsaros, Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie Pringle, Yolanda Webb, Angela
Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina Chakonas, Ann Demas, Alex Martinez, Adriana Martinez, Aaron Martinez,
Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, Daniel Ross, Daniella Ross, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson,
Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, Rosario, Antonia Caffentzis, Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven,
Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen
Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopoulos, Maria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, John Alexander, Michael Romero, George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Anastasia Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, Ana Mourer, Debbie Phelps, Mary Voykin, David Voykin, Anne Sakellaris, Denise Badrane,
Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana Temelkova, Stanislava Terzieva, James, Jude and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disaster,
and all of whom we are unaware.

