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Fr. Stavrosô Message 

When Everyone Thinks They Are Right 

In I Kings 3, we read about two women who came and stood 
before King Solomon.   

 

One woman said ñOh, my lord, this woman and I dwell 
in the same house; and I gave birth to a child while she 
was in the house.  Then on the third day after I was 
delivered, this woman also gave birth; and we were 
alone; there was no one else with us in the house, only 
we two were in the house.  And this womenôs son died 
in the night, because she lay on it.  And she arose at 
midnight, and took my son from beside me, while your 
maidservant slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid 
her dead son in my bosom.  When I rose in the morning 
to nurse my child, behold, it was dead; but when I 
looked at it closely in the morning, behold it was not 
the child that I had born.ò  But the other woman said, 
ñNo, the dead child is hours, and the living child is 
mine.ò  Thus they spoke before the king. I Kings 3: 16-
22 

 

In the story, both women think that they are right.  They are 
absolutely convinced of it.  They wonôt hear otherwise than that 
each oneôs side of the story is correct.  Had there been news 
agencies back then, undoubtedly one would have picked up the 

side of one and another with have taken the side of the oth-
er.  There would have been politics debates, op-ed pieces writ-
ten, a arguments on social media. 
 

What was King Solomon to do?  Whose side was he to 
take?  Both women had made compelling arguments.   
 

King Solomon loved the Lord, we are told in I Kings 3:3.  One 
day the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream,  

 

And God said, ñAsk what I shall give you.ò  (I Kings 
3:5) And Solomon said, ñGive Thy servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern Thy people, that I may 
discern between good and evil; for who is able to gov-
ern this Thy great people?ò  It pleased the Lord that 
Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, 
ñBecause you have asked this, and have not asked for 
yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern 
what is right, behold, I now to according to your 
word.  Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, 
so that none like you has been before you and none like 
you shall arise after you.ò    
(I Kings 3: 9-12) 
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God blessed Solomon with wisdom, more wisdom than anyone 
has ever had before or since his time.  And because Solomon 
had Godôs wisdom, not merely his own, he was able to figure 
out how to solve the impossible.  Reading on in I Kings 3, 

 

Then the king said, ñThe one says, óThis is my son that 
is alive, and your son is dead; and the other says, óNo, 
but your son is dead, and my son is the living 
one.ôò  And the king said, ñBring me a sword.ò  So a 
sword was brought before the king.  And the king said, 
ñDivide the living child in two, and give half to the 
one, and half to the other.ò  Then the woman who son 
was alive said to the king, because her heart yearned 
for her son, ñOh, my lord, give her the living child, and 
by no means slay it.ò  But the other said, ñIt shall be 
neither mine nor hers; divide it.ò  Then the king an-
swered and said, ñGive the living child to the first 
woman, and by no means slay it; she is its moth-
er.ò  And all Israel heard of the judgment which the 
king had rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, 
because they perceived that the wisdom of God was in 
him, to render justice. (I Kings 3: 23-28) 

 

This is why they call it ñThe wisdom of Solomon,ò when some-
one is presented with a tricky problem or a sticky situation to 
get out of.  Actually, to call it ñthe wisdom of Solomonò is a 
misnomer.  Rather it was the ñwisdom of Godò given to Solo-
mon by God.   
 

There are multiple angles and narratives going on in our world 
right now regarding the coronavirus, the situation in Afghani-
stan, the economy, politics, etc.  Everyone is sidling up to 
whichever person or cause or side most agrees with 
them.  Weôre following the wisdom of whichever news outlet 
or whichever politician whose view we like the most.  And in 
the midst of all of this, we have forgotten about ñthe wisdom of 
God.ò  We never hear Godôs name invoked in this 
mess.  Weôve heard certain people spoken of as if they were 
God, but certainly not enough people are calling for the wis-
dom of God.   
 

In Proverbs 3:5, we read Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not rely on your own insight.  Have we asked God for 
His insight and His wisdom in helping us discern what is 
right?  I will say personally that I donôt do this enough.  There 
are many times when I decide what I feel is right and donôt ask 
God for wisdom at all, thinking that my wisdom is suffi-
cient.  This is certainly an area in which I can improve.  And 
truthfully, when I ask God for wisdom, I tend to make better 
decisions.  When I surrender my thoughts to His will, thatôs 
when I seem to have the most success, or feel the best about 
what Iôm doing. 
 

Saint James writes in James 1:5, If any of you lacks wisdom, let 
him ask God, who gives to all men generously and without re-

proaching, and it will be given him. 
 

Psalm 111:10 reads The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom; a good understanding have all those who practice it. 
 

The Book of Proverbs begins with the words The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. (Proverbs 1:7) Isnôt that the truth?  The writer goes 
so far as to call those who do not acquire the wisdom of God 
ñfoolsò.  Certainly there is lots of foolishness in the world to-
day! 
 

Proverbs 15:33 says The fear of the Lord is instruction in wis-
dom, and humility goes before honor.  And Proverbs 21:30 says 
No wisdom, no understanding, no counsel can avail against the 
Lord.  
 

There are dozens of examples connecting true wisdom as some-
thing that comes from the Lord, through us.  Each of us has to 
make many choices each day, not only regarding the corona-
virus but dozens of other challenges that come our way.  To 
whom are we going to insight, if not to the 
Lord?  FOX?  CNN?  Facebook? 

 

King Solomon faced two women who were sure that they were 
right, and through Godôs wisdom given to him, he was able to 
discern what to do.  If there is anything we need in this world 
right now, it is wisdom and discernment.  Because everyone 
has something to say and everyone thinks that what they are 
saying is the truth.   
 

How does one discern truth?  There are several ways.  First, 
one has to have an open mind.  This is not the politically cor-
rect notion of ñhave an open mind that things you once thought 
were true are no longer not true.ò  It means to leave room in our 
minds for Godôs wisdom, so that we are not solely relying on 
our own understanding but leaving room for God to speak into 
our minds His wisdom.   
 Continued... 
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Second, we must communicate with God.  We must read Scrip-
ture.  We must pray.  We must slow down and listen to Godôs 
voice.  If I pray to the Lord, ñspeak your wisdom into my 
heart,ò that doesnôt mean it is going to happen immediate-
ly.  Godôs wisdom may come immediately, or it may come af-
ter a time.  It may come through another person or another situ-
ation.  If I have asked for Godôs wisdom, am I open to hearing 
it through someone else?  If Iôve asked for Godôs wisdom, do I 
have the patience to wait for an answer?  
 

Each of us has to make many decisions each day.  About our 
marriages, our children, our jobs, difficult conversations, work/
life balance, diet, rest, the list is endless.  How much of the day 
goes, like King Solomon did, to asking God to give us a wise 
and discerning mind?  We ALL have an opinion on the corona-
virus, and the longer this crisis drags on, the more deeply we 
get set in our opinions.  How much time have we each spent 
praying for wisdom in how to deal with this crisis?  Weôve all 
prayed for it to go away, but how many of us have prayed for 
wisdom in how to cope with it?  Depending on which news 
source one listens to, this crisis is either just about over, or its 
going to be continuing for years.  The truth is somewhere in 
between.  And the fact is that no one knows what is going to 
happen, only God.   
 

The truth is that the longer this virus continues, the more anx-
ious we are all becoming.  I work very hard to keep politics out 
of the church and out of my messages.  In my humanity, some-
times I make mistakes in what I write or how I write.  And so 
this message is not taking sides on anything, only stating that 
there are times when everyone is going to think their side is 
right, and in these times, the only ñrightò thing to do is to be 
like Solomon, and ask God for His discernment and wis-
dom.  At some point, the pandemic of the coronavirus will 
end.  What will be left in the wake will be a society that does 
not trust in the Lord but leans on its own understanding.  The 
covid-19 crisis is not the last crisis we will face in our 
lives.  There is no vaccine to stamp out crisis, strife and disa-
greement, save for oneðthe wisdom of God.  Solomon had 
this, because he slowed down and asked for it.  And God an-
swered Solomonôs prayer for wisdom specifically because he 
hadnôt asked for material things, or for victories over adver-
saries.  His prayer was simply for the wisdom to know what 
was right and the discernment to do the right thing.   
 

So what do we do when everyone says that they are right?  We 
ask God for wisdom and we listen for His response. 

 

When Someone Thinks They Canôt Do Anything Right 

Not only do we have people in the world who think that every-
thing they say is right.  We have people at the other end of the 
spectrum who think that nothing they do is right.  Weôve all 
had bad streaks where we wonder if anything we say is going to 
be right, where we are almost convinced that anything we are 
going to do is going to be wrong.  I know Iôve felt like 
that.  And the pandemic, combined with the increased anxiety it 
has given to just about everyone, has led us all down the rabbit 
hole of wondering if we have suddenly become incapable of 
doing anything right.   
 

This lack of confidence leads us to some dark places.  Some-
times lack of confidence causes us to make poor decisions 
which zap our confidence even more.  None of us is immune 
from self-medicatingðpopular choices include ice cream in 
large amounts (my favorite), over-eating overindulging in alco-
hol, drugs, binge-watching something, etc.  Self-destruction is 

also something none of us is immune from.  Most people, when 
they think self-destruction, think of suicide.  Yes, that is a 
temptation for far too many.  And if not actually committing 
suicide, many people have suicidal ideations.  More common-
place is the day that we feel toxic, when nothing is going right, 
when we open our mouths and say something we should-
n't.  Depending on the circumstance, toxicity can cost us a job 
or a friendship.  If we are honest, we all have days when we 
feel toxic.   
 

Wherever you are with anxiety, whether itôs on a level you can 
handle or a level that is spiraling out of control, we all have 
anxiety of some kind and the best way to combat anxiety is also 
with the wisdom of God.  The Bible says very clearly that each 
of us is made in the image and likeness of God.  (Genesis 1:27) 
There is no one who has been made in the image and likeness 
of the devil.  If we are all in the image and likeness of God, 
then God has put His wisdom into each of us.  The Bible also 
says very clearly in Matthew 25: 14-30, the Parable of the Tal-
ents, that God has given to each of us at least one talentðsome 
have five, some have two, and some have one.  No one has no 
talent.  Now there are people who think that they arenôt in 
Godôs image and likeness and others who think they have no 
talent.  If you are in any of these categories, you are 
wrong.  God has put Himself into each of us, and each of us has 
been given a talent by which to honor God and to serve oth-
ers.  Something we can all do is help each other see that each of 
us has value, to encourage one another, and to pick up one an-
other when one feel down.   
 

In I Kings 19, we encounter Elijah.  Elijah was among the 
greatest of the prophets, Elijah was taken up into heaven in a 
fiery chariot, a prefiguring of the Resurrection and Ascension 
of Christ.  Believe it or not, Elijah had moments when he was 
afraid.  He fled into the wilderness one day and asked the Lord 
that he might die, saying ñIt is enough; now, O Lord, take away 
my life; for I am no better than my fathers.ò  (I Kings 19:4) 
Imagine even the great prophet Isaiah had a moment when he 
didnôt think he could do anything right, a moment when he 
begged God to die.  Godôs response was sending him an angel 
who provided food for Elijah to eat.  
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Elijah stayed in a cave, so that he could listen to the voice of 
the Lord.  And God said ñGo forth, and stand upon the moun-
tain before the Lord.ò  And behold, the Lord passed by, and a 
great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces 
the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; 
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was 
not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.ò (I Kings 
19:11-12)  Godôs wisdom to Elijah was found in that still, small 
voice.  Itôs important for us to remember this.  Godôs voice 
most likely isnôt found on the 24-hour news cycle.  Itôs probably 
not found at a political rally.  Itôs probably not found in the 
latest medical briefing.  Godôs wisdom is found in the small, 
still voice, that comes to us when we are quiet and still.   

So if you think you canôt do anything right, or if nothing is go-
ing right for you at the moment, spend some time alone with 
God, and ask Him for wisdom.  That wisdom might be to help 
reveal a talent to you, it might be to build self-confidence, it 
might be to send people around you to support and encourage 
you and it might be the strength to come at a challenge with 
only Godôs help (because no one truly ever comes at a chal-
lenge alone).   
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, the only way Iôve survived this 
pandemic is to ask God for wisdom, patience and discern-
ment.  Thatôs the only way Iôve been able to make it through 
ministry for these past 23 years, the only way Iôve made it at St. 
John for 17.  On the days that I want to give up (and yes, I have 
those days), I ask God for wisdom and strength to get 
through.  On the days when Iôm not sure what is the right thing 
to do, I ask God for wisdom and discernment to make the right 
decision.  On the days when the whole world seems like it is 
against me, I ask for wisdom to know that I am not alone.  On 
days when it feels like Iôve screwed everything up, I ask for 
Godôs wisdom to reassure me that He still loves me and that all 
hope is not lost.  And on the days when I know what to do but 
the challenge is hard, I ask for wisdom and perseverance to get 
through the tasks at hand.   
 

There is no one who does everything right.  There is no one 
who is always right.  There is no one who doesnôt do anything 
right.  And there is no one who is always wrong.  The key in 
figuring out right and wrong is not following the science, the 
talking heads, or the politicians.  It is following the wisdom of 
God and continually asking for it.   
 

Because right now, life for many of us resembles the dilemma 
of King Solomonðeveryone in front of us thinks they are 
right.  And Solomon solved his dilemma through Godôs wis-
dom. 
 

And for many of us, life resembles Elijahðwe have withdrawn 
because nothing seems right.  And Elijah solved his dilemma 
through Godôs still voice.   

 

Solomon and Elijah are considered righteous figures of the Old 
Testament.  And yet in many ways they were like we are to-
day.  So donôt despair.  Ask for Godôs wisdom, listen for His 
still, soft voice, and we can all find righteousness in the eyes of 
God.  Because even an end to the pandemic is not going to ex-
tend life forever.  Being righteous in the eyes of God is what 
gets us to everlasting life, and Godôs wisdom is what will keep 
us on the righteous path.  For as we read in Proverbs 9:9-11: 

 

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wis-
er; teach a righteous man and he will increase in 
learning.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is in-
sight.  For by Me your days will be multiplied, and 
years will be added to your life. 

 

And in Job 28:28, we read  
 

Behold the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from 
evil is understanding. 
 

Let us work to acquire the wisdom and understanding that 
come from the Lord, to seek His wisdom, and to depart from 
evil.   
 

There is no one who is always right.  There is no one who is 
always wrong.  It is the wisdom of God that will help us under-
stand both of these truths. 
 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I can and the wisdom to know 
the difference.  Amen. (Serenity Prayer) 
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Who Is the Loudest Voice in Your Life? 
 

There is a Cherokee Indian legend entitled ñTwo Wolves.ò  The 
story goes like this: 

 

An old Cherokee is teaching his grandson about 
life.  ñA fight is going on inside me,ò he said to the 
boy.  ñIt is a terrible fight and it is in between two 
wolves.  One is evilðhe is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, 
greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiori-
ty, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.ò  He contin-
ued, ñThe other is goodðhe is joy, peace, love, hope, 
serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, 
generosity, truth, compassion and faith.  The same 
fight is going on inside youðand inside every other 
person too.ò  The grandson thought about it for a mi-
nute and then asked his grandfather, ñWhich wolf will 
win?ò  The old Cherokee replied, ñThe one you 
feed.ò   

 

There are lots of 
voices that com-
pete for our atten-
tion.  They might 
be voices of posi-
tive encourage-
ment or negative 
encourage-
ment.  They might 
be voices of joy or 

anger, of optimism or pessimism.  They might come from other 
people or they might come from within ourselves.  The ques-
tion to ponder is this:  Which voices are you listening 
to?  Which voices do you feed into? 
 

The voices change someone throughout our lives.  When we 
are babies, the only voice we hear is the voice of our parents, 
maybe our grandparents.  Whatever is happening in our home 
sets the tone.  I remember when our son went to pre-school for 
the first time and I mentioned to someone how nervous I wasð
not about him enjoying the experience or being safe, but the 
fact that up until that point in his life, the only voices he heard 
were those of his parentsðwe controlled the tone of voice and 
the content of what was being said, and now someone else was 
going to have an influence and a voice in his life.   
 

In childhood, we hear the voices of parent, teachers and friends 
primarily.  Hopefully children also hear the voice of God, 
through parents reading the Bible to them, to praying with 
them, and through taking them to church.  This is an important 
warning to parentsðPARENTS are responsible for making 
sure that Godôs voice is present in the lives of their children.  A 
young child is not going to drive to church on his or her 
own.  And even if a parent gets a child to church and Sunday 
school each week, if there is no praying in the home, and if the 
Bible is not being read in the home, then the voice of God will 
be drowned out by the other voices on the other six days of the 
week.   
 

As children become teenagers, the voices of friends and the 
media start to become the loudest voices they hear.  Many 
times in working with teens, when I ask them which voice is 
loudest for them in their lives, they will rank friends and media 
first and second, then parents, teachers and God.  The influence 
of friends and media dominate the other voices.  One problem 
with this becomes the fact that the ideas of the friends and the 
media change constantly, and so listening to these voices while 

ignoring the stable voices of parents and most especially the 
voice of God leaves teenagers without a sense of stabil-
ity.  Everything seems to be constantly shifting.   
 

Teens become adults and the voices shift again.  The voice of a 
boyfriend or girlfriend, or the voice of a spouse becomes the 
loudest voice.  The voice of parents becomes one of friend or 
consultant, rather than director.  At some point in adult life, the 
voice of parents stops as they pass on.  The voices of their own 
children become significant, but these are not voices of ad-
vice.  Friends continue to have a voice.  And itôs probably safe 
to say in the world today that the media has perhaps the most 
influential voice in shaping our thoughts and opinions.  The 
loudest voices in life, for many years, have been angry voic-
es.  It has become virtuous to be angry (not even passionate 
because it goes beyond healthy passion) about something.  And 
we go continually to sources to feed our anger, which becomes 
primarily the news outlets.  Sadly, the voice of the media used 
to be for information.  Now it is for influence.  And because 
anger is seen now as a ñvirtue,ò if one isnôt outraged about 
something, it seems as if one is lacking something.   
 

The only voice that can be consistent throughout life is the 
voice of God.  My parents have both passed away.  I hear their 
voices only in my memories.  I thankfully have a few mentors 
but I no longer am a student who hears the voice of a teacher 
every day.  I have a few very close friends, but they are not full 
time in ministry.  I hear the voice of my spouse every day, but 
not while at work.  I have some close friends who are priests 
but they donôt live in my city so I donôt see or hear from them 
every day.  The competing voices in my life, the ones that are 
present everywhere and at all times in my life, are the media 
and God.  Family, friends and co-workers are not always in my 
office.  However, the media is always a click away on the com-
puter and God is always available through prayer and Scripture 
reading.  So, I have to soberly ask myself, do I spend more time 
clicking away on the computer or on my knees in pray-
er?  Which voice in my life gets fed the most?  And which 
voice feeds me the most? Is it the voice of the wolf (the media) 
or the voice of the Lamb (Jesus)?  
 

Voices of optimism or pessimism affect us.  So do voices of 
encouragement or discouragement.  It is much harder to feel 
optimistic or encouraged when the voices around us are pessi-
mistic or discouraging.  It is important to ask ourselves what 
kind of voices we are surrounded with, and what kind of voices 
we choose to surround ourselves with.  
 

Our voices can also be influentialðas parents, as co-workers, 
and as friends.  Are our voices ones of encouragement or dis-
couragement, do they bring peace or anger, do they reflect 
God?  These are all sobering questions.  
 

Which is the loudest voice in your lifeðparents, teachers, 
friends, spouse, media, God?  The one you feed the most be-
come the loudest voice in your life.  And what kind of voice do 
you bring into the world?  Will people hear God in your voice? 
 

It is crucial for our salvation that Godôs voice is the leading 
voice in our lives.  It is critically important to not let Godôs 
voice be drowned out by the other voices in our lives.  And that 
only happens when we spend time with God, so that we can 
hear His voice of love and hope, in a world that has somehow 
tried to silence both. 
 

With love in the Lord, 

+Fr. Stavros 



 

 

My favorite sermon delivered by Fr. Stavros was on the topic 

of ñmy child is _______.ò  

In the sermon, Fr. Stavros invited us all to fill in the blank, to 

invite all parents to consider what hopes, assumptions, and ex-

pectations they have for their children. Father exampled some 

common answers we might have to this inquiry. My child is 

ñmine,ò or ñan honor student,ò or ñan all-star athlete,ò or ña 

proud Greek American.ò The list goes on. By the end of the 

sermon, Father invited us all to consider the following as an 

answer: ñmy child is CONSECRATED UNTO THE LORD.ò 

Woah. 

I heard this sermon in my first year as a parishioner at St. John 

the Baptist, before Aleksandra and I were parents. This sermon 

should not have been aimed at me because I wasnôt yet a par-

ent, and yet I held this homily in my heart until Aleksandra and 

I found out we were going to be parents. There could be no way 

of knowing exactly if we were actually going to become par-

ents, and yet the words stayed with me. But when Aleksandra 

and I received the awesome news that we would be parents, we 

took to Fatherôs sermon seriously. To that day, each night, weôd 

pray that God help grant us wisdom and patience to consecrate 

our child unto the Lord. 

But what does ñconsecrated unto the Lordò exactly mean? 

Last month, we celebrated the 

nativity of the Theotokos, and 

this month we celebrate the 

feast of St. James, brother of 

the Lord. What does this have 

to do with consecration? Ac-

cording to our Orthodox tradi-

tion, the Virgin Mary was con-

secrated to God even before 

she was born. The story goes 

that Joachim and Anna had 

been praying ceaselessly for a 

child, and Anna had made it 

up in her mind that she would 

consecrate her child-to-be to 

God. Joachim and Anna are 

eventually blessed with a 

daughter, name her Mary, and 

both of them take seriously their commitment of ñconsecrating 

their child to God.ò As the story goes, Joachim and Anna bring 

some grand sacrifices to the temple for the templeôs priests and 

for the peopleðto the tune of 10 lambs, 12 cows, and 100 

goats. The next step of consecration is when Mary takes her 

first steps at 6 months old; just as she takes her 7th stepða ho-

ly numberðAnna her mother says her next steps must be taken 

in the temple in Jerusalem. Lastly, at the age of 3, both parents 

bring Mary to the temple to be raised by the stewards and 

priests of the temple, wherein she lived and worked there until 

the age of 12. 

Now I can imagine what some of you are thinking. ñHow do 

we know this all happenedò and ñwoah, that is some extreme 

consecration!ò Letôs talk about the word ñcanonò and St. James 

brother of the Lord to address the first question 

Putting together the canon of Scriptureðour Bible we use to-

dayðrequired much study and debate by our Churchôs early 

scholars, priests, and bishops. We take our Bibles for granted 

today as though they fell out of the sky without any debate of 

what would make it inside of them. But the truth is there were 

many epistles, gospels, and texts floating around the ancient 

world that had questionable authorship and/or questionable the-

ology. Among these texts were ñGnostic Gospelsò that asserted 

some pretty wayward things about Jesus (ie, asserting Jesus 

being married to Mary Magdalene) while also happening to 

have dubious authorship. The ñcanon textsò which we read in 

church to this day were carefully scrutinized for being trusted 

to have come from the author we claim them to be from as well 

as having ñagreementò with the overall arching Gospel of 

Christôs salvation of mankind.  

The Gospel of James - ñConsecrated Unto The Lordò 

By Alex Limberatos 

Continued... 


