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VISION:   
Love God, Love your neighbor and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as an Orthodox Christian community. 

 

MISSION: 
The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to welcome and serve people with love, truth, joy 
and peace, and to create an environment that encourages all to seek salvation through Orthodox Christianity. 

 

CORE VALUES: 
Love, Worship, Community, Learning, Service 

òBehold I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.   
The voice of one crying in the wilderness; Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.ó Mark 1:2-3 

Rev. Fr. Stavros N. Akrotirianakis, Priest   
2418 W. Swann Avenue, Tampa, FL 33609 Office: (813) 876-8830   Email: office@stjohntpa.org  

Website: http://www.stjohntpa.org 

Axios! Fr. Kyriakos Hambos 

Editorôs Note: Many of us watched Charlie Hambos grow up in our community. Many of our young adults 
served with him in the altar. We proudly sent him to Holy Cross Seminary in 2010, and warmly received him 
back as our first ever pastoral assistant in 2014. He is not the first person in our community ever to attend 
Holy Cross Seminary, but was the first ever to graduate. For seven years, we were blessed to work with him, 
to hear his beautiful voice at the chanterôs stand, to gratefully welcome his hard work with youth and adults 
alike, and to watch him grow into the capable and mature servant that he is. We were sad to see him leave on 
August 1, 2021, but again proud to see him serving at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Orlando, FL. 
We then happily welcomed him back in November 2021 as he got married in our parish. He was ordained a 
deacon on July 29 at the Diakonia Retreat Center. And on August 21, he was ordained a priest at Holy Trini-
ty in Orlando. At the ordination of a deacon, priest or bishop, it is customary for the man who is to be or-
dained to stand before his ordaining bishop and make a presentation of himself. Last month in the Messen-
ger, we reprinted the address that he gave at his ordination to the Diaconate. This month, I cede the front 
page to our parishôs son, Charlie, now ordained a priest, Fr. Kyriakos Hambos, and share the words he of-
fered as his ordination to the priesthood. 

Your Grace Bishop Sevastianos, I stand before you 
and the entire church with fear, with faith and with 
love, with your blessing as well as the Blessing of His 
Eminence Metropolitan Alexios.  
 
In my deacon ordination address just a few weeks 
ago, I quoted the sixth chapter of the book of Isaiah 
but I did not answer the question. The prophet tells us 
that the Lord poses a question to him: ñWhom shall I 

send, and who will go for us?ò The part that I forgot, 
was the Prophetôs response to the Lord. Isaiahôs re-
sponse was, ñHere I am, Send me!ò  
 
Your Grace, it is only through His infinite mercy and 
Grace, that I, in my sinfulness and unworthiness can 
dare present myself before you and Almighty God to 
answer, like the Prophet Isaiah, ñHere I am, Send 
me!ò Here I am, today. Call the 
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Holy Spirit down upon me, to complete what is lack-
ing and make this, your unworthy servant, Kyriakos, 
the deacon, a Priest for the furtherment of His King-
dom here on earth and in heaven. 
 
In my short but fruitful time as a Deacon, I learned 
that I did not know as much as I thought I did. It was 
a humbling experience and I look forward to learn 
more. One of the things I most looked forward to 
when becoming a deacon was being able to distribute 
the sacraments, especially to those who could not 
come to church. Not sure I would get the opportunity 
as a deacon, but we received a call to bring someone 
Holy Communion and off I went. The patientôs name 
was Zoe. And Zoe means life. Once Zoe received the 
Body and Blood of Christ, I explained to her, that I 
had just recently been ordained as a deacon and that 
she was the first person I was able to bring Holy 
Communion to outside of the church. She was elated 
and could not have been more excited. May there be 
many more times of joy like these and where I can 
bring LIFE to those that I meet the ministry of the 
church. And may the Lord our God also strengthen us 
in the sadness of life where the Church must enter the 
depths and darkness of life, calling us to be the light.  
 
God has called me for a long time. Sometimes I heed-
ed his call and sometimes I ran away. The only time, 
I felt true peace in my heart is when I followed the 
call. I know for a fact that if I did not follow the call 
to become a priest, and I went to stand before the 
Awesome Judgment Seat of Christ after passing on 
from this life, I believe that He would be disappoint-
ed. I can only hope and pray that even though, now I 
stand before the Holy Altar seeking the Holy Priest-
hood, that, Our Loving and All-Merciful God will not 
be disappointed in my humble service to His Church 
and to His People.  
 
The priesthood is something that should not be taken 
lightly. I remember talking to a priest, a few months 
ago and I was expressing to him that I did not feel 
any concern or fear in becoming a priest and I was 
worried that I wasnôt taking it seriously. He told me 
that the priest, especially when becoming a confessor, 
is given the power to forgive sins, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, and this is a very serious thing. It 
is something I know I am not worthy of but some-
thing God has called me to do. 
 
Some of my greatest lessons in the ministry of the 
Priest, both the joys and the sorrows were during my 
ministry as Pastoral Assistant with Fr. Stavros Ak-
rotirianakis at St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox 

Church in Tampa. I will always remember and cher-
ish those years for the rest of my life. I am so very 
grateful to Fr. Stavros for showing me the way. Every 
once in a while, someone would question how or why 
Father Stavros did something. It could be anything, 
but everything Father Stavros and every priest does 
should be done for the benefit of the souls of they are 
charged with. So after that person questioned him, he 
would pull a picture from his shelf of the 
ˊŬɟŬəŬŰŬɗɐəɖ, the Divine Trust. 
 
In a little while, after the consecration of the Holy 
Gifts, Your Grace, you will place the Lamb of God, 
the portion of the bread which has become the Body 
of Christ and you will place it in my hands and you 
will say, ñReceive this Divine Trust, and guard it un-
til the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, at 
which time He will demand It from you.ò 
 
The Church is the Body of Christ and the church is 
made up of the people. As priests, we have an effect 
on the souls of those that we minister. In every 
thought, action and decision we make on behalf of the 
people, we have to remember this, because at the Sec-
ond Coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, He 
is going to demand it back from us.  
 
Today, I am going to be given that Divine Trust in the 
midst of all of you and may I be found worthy to give 
it back to Him, when He come to demand it from me. 
 
In order for me to get to this moment today, to be giv-
en the Divine Trust and to enter the rank of the Holy 
Priesthood, I certainly and in no way did this by my-
self. Please allow me the opportunity to thank those 
who have been there along the way.  
 
First and Foremost, I want to thank God for calling 
me to serve the church and being with me through the 
ups and downs. I look forward to learning and teach-
ing how to love to live in your loving presence 
throughout the rest of my life.  
 
Elefteria, thank you for joining me on this journey. 
The calling is just as much for you as it is for me. I 
know that below my hands that will hold the Divine 
Trust, will be yours, so that when the weight feels too 
heavy you will be there to help lift. Thank you for 
loving me unconditionally and supporting me no mat-
ter what. Thank you for sharing me with the church. I 
love you so much and I look forward to many many 
more years with you and Christ, right in the middle.  
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Your Grace, you have been by my side throughout 
this whole ordination process. Thank you for being 
my supporter and advocate along with His Eminence 
Metropolitan Alexios. Our special connection as Cyp-
riots has created a bond between us and I want to 
thank you for being here with us today and for being 
the Hierarch to Ordain me to the Priesthood. Eis Polla 
Eiti Despota.  
 
Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis, my spiritual father, friend, 
co-laborer in the Lordôs Vineyard. It was you who I 
first told about my calling and it was you who guided 
me every step of the way. We worked so close to-
gether for such a long time. Thank you for being pa-
tient with me. Thank you for continuing to highlight 
my strengths and encouraging me in my weaknesses. 
You will always be a part of my ministry because you 
are one of the BEST Ministers and PASTORS I 
know. I look forward to the day where we will be 
serving side by side at the Holy Altar. 
 
Mom, Dad, George and Joe, Thank you for your un-
wavering love and support throughout all these years. 
I hope and pray you will continue to do so. Thank 
you for offering me to the church and most im-
portantly, thank you for bringing me to the church 
and making sure I had a solid foundation in Christ.  
 
To the clergy that have traveled near, thank you for 
sharing this day with me and I look forward to serv-
ing with you.  
 
Fr. Constantine Simeonidis, thank you for your pa-
tience in this process over the last year. You can fi-
nally go on vacation but donôt leave me here by my-
self for too long.  
 
To family and friends that have traveled thank you 
for coming. It means so much to Elefteria and I.  
 
Thank you to the community of St. John the Baptist 
in Tampa, whom I had the pleasure to serve as Pasto-
ral Assistant for 7 years. I know many of you have 
traveled to be here today and I canôt thank you 
enough. Thank you for teaching me what a communi-
ty should be like and for letting me learn all aspects 
of the ministry and church administration, whether 
that was on the roof or in the office. Thank you for 
supporting me and always being a place that I will 
call home.  
 
Thank you to the community of Holy Trinity here Or-
lando for welcoming me as Pastoral Assistant over 
the last year. Thank you for loving us!  Thank you for 

making us feel at home. We look forward to serving 
you for many many years to come.  
 
Thank you to the Pantelis Xikis and Rob Shand for 
leading the choirs so beautifully today. Thank you 
also to the altar servers who are helping in the altar.  
 
Thank you to Joyce, Presbytera Elaine, Flora, Maria 
Haun-Davis, Steve, James, Frankie, Debbie, Mem-
bers of the Parish Council and everyone else who has 
made today possible. We greatly appreciate and love 
you very much. 
 
Finally, thank you to those who were unable to be 
here us because they have passed on from this life 
and have gone to eternal life. I wouldnôt be here with-
out them.  
 
May the Lord God Remember all of us in His King-
dom, both now and forever and to the ages of Ages. 
Amen.  
 
 

 



 

 

T 
he ordination of a priest takes place immedi-
ately after the Great Entrance.  It takes place 
after the Holy Gifts have been placed on the 

altar table, but before they are consecrated.  This is 
because the primary role of the priest is to be the cel-
ebrant of the Divine Liturgy and to consecrate the 
Holy Gifts to be the Body and Blood of Christ.  (The 
primary role of the Deacon is to distribute Holy Com-
munion.  He does not consecrate the Gifts.  This is 
why the ordination of a Deacon takes place after the 
Consecration of the Gifts.  The primary role of the 
Bishop is to teach the people.  The ordination of a 
Bishop occurs right before the Epistle reading.)  Once 
a priest has been ordained, he stands at the altar with 
the other priests (he is the first priest on the day of his 
ordination) and takes his part in the Divine Litur-
gy.  After the Gifts have been consecrated and the 
Bread is now the Body of Christ, the Bishop pauses 
the Divine Liturgy, and places the entire Lamb 
(sometimes called Amnos, or the entire bread that has 
been consecrated as the Body of Christ) into the hand 
of the priest.  This action is called the ñParakatathikiò 
or ñThe Divine Trust.ò  For now, this is not just the 
Body of Christ to be used in Holy Communion at that 
Divine Liturgy, but this Parakathiki symbolizes the 
Body of Christ, that is, the church, and represents 
every person that the priest will ever meet in his min-
istry.  If someone were to crush that piece of Bread 
into crumbs, there would be thousands if not millions 
of crumbs.  Each crumb represents each person that 
the priest will ever minister to, either directly 
(because of something he says or does to someone) or 
even indirectly (priests offer messages that reach peo-
ple they donôt even know).   
 
The Bishop will say to the newly ordained priest, as 
he places the Parakathiki into his hands, ñReceive this 
Divine Trust and guard it until the Second Coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, at which time He will demand 
it from you.ò  The priest is then escorted next to the 
Cross of Christ behind the Holy Altar Table, and re-
mains there from after the Consecration until it is 
time for Holy Communion, at which point he is es-
corted to the front of the Holy Altar Table and returns 
the Parakatathiki to the Bishop.  This represents when 
he will present it back to Christ at the Second Com-
ing.   
 
The whole concept of this is actually very 
scary.  These words from the Bishop are without a 

doubt the scariest words I have ever heard in my 
life.  And the scariest words I ever will hear in my 
life.  Iôve heard some scary wordsðyour mother has 
passed, your father has passed, you might have a seri-
ous illness, etc.  All of these scary words had life con-
sequences.  But the words of the Parakatathiki have 
ETERNAL consequences.  For to handle this wrong 
can mess up someone for eternal life.  It can send 
them to eternal condemnation.  The recent ordination 
of Fr. Kyriakos Hambos, and witnessing him holding 
the Parakatathiki, brought my mind back to the day I 
did this back in 1998.  I had no way of knowing then 
that I was just over six years away from a collision 
course that would find me serving in Tampa at St. 
John.  I had no way of knowing that I would be co-
directing a summer camp.  I had no way of knowing 
all the different people Iôd meet along the way, the 
joys and the heartaches I would experience.   
 
I donôt think about the Parakatathiki enough.  If I did, 
Iôd probably quit, run away, and beg God for His for-
giveness for all of the ways I have failed to safeguard 

Father Stavrosô Message 

The Divine Trust - The Parakatathiki 
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the Divine Trust given to me.  I remember a conver-
sation I had with an older priest back in 2002 at a 
clergy laity conference in Los Angeles.  We were sit-
ting in a restaurant at the hotel at 2:00 a.m. and he 
started talking about the Divine Trust, and how he 
was getting older, and therefore closer to the day he 
would stand before God and account for it.  He said 
he had nightmares about it.  I still remember that con-
versation, 20 years later, and I still pray for Fr. 
George (the name of the priest who talked with me 
that night), that he will stand worthy before the 
throne of God when the time comes for him to pre-
sent it back to Him.   
 
I think about mistakes Iôve made, and one person in 
particular who died, that was my spiritual child.  Dur-
ing the Second Gospel on Holy Thursday evening, 
we read that when Jesus was betrayed and arrested, 
He told the Roman soldiers to let those who were 
with him go free.  ñThis was to fulfill the word which 
He had spoken, óOf those You gave Me, I lost not 
one.ôò (John 18:9) I still get emotional each year 
when I read this Gospel passage. Priests are taught 
that to lose a soul from those entrusted to us, to lose 
one crumb of the Parakatathiki, is enough to cost us 
the Kingdom of God.  And that when we stand in 
front of Him, each priest will hold the Divine 
Trust.  The rest of the people who are not priests will 
not have to do this.  This is what makes the priest-
hood so scary, because it has not only consequences 
in this lifeðpeople who might disagree with us and 
even dislike us, picking up family and transferring to 
a different parish, balancing responsibilities of parish 
and family, and the tough things that are part of pas-
toral careðit has consequences for eternal life.  This 
is one more reason to pray for our priests, the ones 
we know and the ones we donôt.  Because each priest 
will stand before God with the Parakathiki in His 
hands.   
 
I make decisions every day in this parish, in this min-
istry.  I make some decisions that are popular and 
some that are not.  Somewhere in the back of my 
mind is the thought of the Parakatathiki.  Please 
know that this thought guides many of my decisions, 
especially the tough ones, and the unpopular ones.  It 
keeps me accountable to God and my own con-
science.  The one who receives a trust is called a 
ñtrustee.ò  The trustee is free to decide what he wants 
to do with the trust.  In like manner, the priest is free 
to decide how he wants to set up his ministry.   That 
is because each priest has his own understanding of 
the priesthood as well as his own set of skills that are 
unique to him.  Thatôs why no two priests are 

alike.  We all do the same thing, we just do it a little 
different.  And the Divine Trust is an endorsement of 
that, with the caveat that we need to be careful with 
what we are doing since at the Second Coming, the 
Divine Trust will be demanded of us, as will be an 
accounting of how weôve handled it.  My understand-
ing of both Christ and the ministry has changed over 
the nearly 25 years since I was ordained as a priest, 
because I have changed, grown, hopefully matured, 
and been shaped by the things that have happened in 
my life and ministry.   
 
The recent ordination of Fr. Kyriakos, and the power-
ful picture of him standing in the shadow of the cross 
of Christ holding the Parakatathiki brought this to the 
forefront of my mind.  I pray that Christ will 
strengthen Fr. Kyriakos, me, and the rest of the 
priests who accepted this Divine Trust when they 
were ordained to the Holy Priesthood, that we will 
guard it with wisdom and with humility, that we will 
present it back to Christ at the Second Coming just as 
we received it, full, intact, and that He will welcome 
each of us to stand at His right hand in His Kingdom. 
 
Some Big Announcements Were Made on August 
28 
Editorôs Note: After Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Au-
gust 28, we had a celebration to burn our mort-
gage.  The church has had a mortgage since 2003, 
plunged into debt by the former day school building a 
new school complex in 2003, despite a feasibility 
study that recommended not to do so.  Subsequent to 
this, the old day school administration ran up hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars of debt they couldnôt 
pay, for which the church took out a mort-
gage.  Through twenty years of work, we have now 
retired that mortgage.  A second announcement con-
cerned the Greek Festival and how it will be different 
this year.  Much of that was contained in my pastoral 
message in the September issue of The Messen-
ger.  Third, we presented very rough drawings of 
what an expansion of our church might look 
like.  Several people have asked for copies of it. Be-
low is the sermon from Sunday, August 28. 
 
Trust in the LordðChanges to the Festival, Our 
Building and our Future 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely 
on your own understanding.  Proverbs 3:5 
There are many times in life when we are called upon 
to do just that.  The Gospel lesson this morning was 
about forgiveness, specifically about a man who had 
been forgiven a huge debt, but who couldnôt forgive 
his servant a small debt.  The lesson 
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here is that we canôt expect the Lord God to forgive 
the totality of our sins, if we are unable to forgive 
others for their sins against us.  It is difficult to for-
give certain sins people have committed against us, 
and yet, this is exactly what we are called to do, to 
trust in the Lord and not to lean on our own under-
standing of exactly how we can forgive or who 
should be forgiven.  Many times, when people come 
to confession and own up for what theyôve done, even 
shedding tears of repentance, yet they still have a 
hard time accepting Godôs forgiveness.  Here is an-
other example of trusting in God and accepting His 
forgiveness, even when our own understanding 
makes us feel that we are unworthy of it.   
 

There are many times in life where we will come to a 
place of decision, where even our own understanding 
might lack a large measure of confidence, where we 
are supposed to trust in the Lord, and not rely on our 
own understanding.  
 
Our parish of St. John the Baptist is at such a cross-
roads.  There are some things that are going to be pre-
sented at our parish assembly meeting after church 
involving our mortgage, our festival and our church 
sanctuary.  These things are and have been big things 
in the life of our parish.  Allow me to speak briefly on 
two of them.   
 
Our understanding of many things has changed over 
the past 18 years that I have served this parish.  Yes, 
this week marks a milestone of service to St. John, as 
I finish year 18 and this Thursday, September 1, will 
begin year 19.  Our parish has doubled in size in the 
last 18 years.  Some families have left or moved and 
still the parish is double the size it was in 2004 when 
I arrived here.  Our stewardship has grown.  In 2004, 
our stewardship was $120K.  Today it is $600K. 
While our parish has doubled in membership, our 
stewardship amount has gone up 5 times over.  This 
is because our understanding of stewardship has 
changed.  Our understanding of who and what we are 
as a church has changed.  And our understanding of 
charity has changed.  Eighteen years ago, our church 
had $50K in liquid assets and $2M in liabilities.  That 
means there was $50K between us and selling off our 
property to pay our bills.  Weôre not in that place any 
more.  For the past three years, weôve funded our op-
erating budget without needing funds from a Greek 
Festival.  At the same time, our charitable giving has 
broken a record each year.  Which means that we are 
giving more to the church as stewards and our church 
is giving back more to the community.   
 

The Church exists for exactly two thingsðfirst, to 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all the nations, 
beginning in our own community, our own parish, 
and in our own city.  And second, the church exists to 
serve others.  Jesus was very specific about how we 
are to serve others when He spoke about feeding the 
hungry, welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, 
and visiting those who are sick and in prison.  It is 
important that we have a church in which to wor-
ship.  It is important to have facilities in which to of-
fer ministries.  It is necessary that we have adequate 
staff to lead our parish.  And it is necessary that we 
pay our bills.  But this canôt be the entire focus of the 
church.  We exist to spread the word of God and we 
exist to serve othersðourselves as well as those out-
side of our parish.   
 
The Parish Council and I have made a decision this 
year to again resume the Greek Festival.  The Festival 
affords us the opportunity to come together as a par-
ish and to share our faith, culture and food with the 
greater Tampa community.  We all love the fellow-
ship and comradery that happens in our parish when 
we work and dance together.  Weôve missed that.  We 
know that things have changed in the last three 
years.  Several of the critical workers at the festival 
have either passed away, or moved away.  Costs have 
gone up, manpower has gone down.  We will have to 
outsource more this year as far as labor and food 
goes.  Profits wonôt be anywhere near what weôve en-
joyed in the past.  With this in mind, the Parish Coun-
cil and I have decided to scale the Festival back this 
yearðdinner on Friday, all day Saturday, and no fes-
tival on Sunday.  No vendors.  No raffle. Sunday we 
will celebrate the Divine Liturgy at the regular 
time.  We will have a memorial service to remember 
those who have passed on in the last three years.  And 
then we will have a party for our community, our-
selves, to celebrate us. 
 
Because weôve shown over three years that weôve 
made our budget without a Festival, and because our 
understanding of the church and her mission has 
changed, and our commitment to charity has in-
creased, weôve decided that this year we will be do-
nating all of our festival profits to charity.  This is a 
statement of loving concern for charities in our local 
community and those who utilize them.  This is a 
statement of faith, that we believe the words of Jesus 
Christ, who commanded us to love our neighbors as 
we love ourselves.  This is a statement of trust in the 
Lord with all of our hearts, and not merely relying on 
our own understanding, which for many people is a 
mantra of ñget all you can and keep 
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no fundraisers, no passing trays, no selling candlesð
and weôve managed to pay our bills, as well as make 
needed repairs.  Weôve done that.  Youôve done that.   
 
The past three years have seen several of our long-
time parishioners passed away, move away or move 
on.  As we prepare for our Festival, we will certainly 
miss the faces of many people we will undoubtedly 
be thinking about.  In their place, however, are more 
people who have joined our parish.  Attendance is ap-
proaching pre-covid levels, levels that filled our 
church to standing room only.  At a time when 
churches of all denominations, including the Ortho-
dox, are in a state of decline, we are in a state of 
growth. This is a blessing.  But it also brings us to a 
reality that if our church seating capacity remains 
what it is, there will not only be no room for us to 
bring others to Christ, there wonôt be room for the 
people who are already here.  Itôs time to start the 
conversation about potentially expanding our church 
sanctuary.  No shovel is going into the ground any-
time soon.  No decisions have been made.  Weôve 
merely begun some preliminary conversations about 
what is possible in terms of whether we can expand 
this building.  And the simple answer is, it is structur-
ally possible to do so, and it certainly would cost less 
than starting from scratch. There is a plan that would 
allow us to add seats to the sanctuary, add a narthex, 
put bathrooms in the narthex, improve handicap ac-
cess, and deal with some issues weôve put off like re-
doing our HVAC system and updating our electrical.   
 
We have our tenant for five more years, and during 
that time, the income from the school will allow us to 
make some needed repairs, take care of some de-
ferred maintenance, and put away some money for 
future expansion.   
 
However, it's time for us to think about what our par-
ish would look like if we had use of our entire proper-
ty all of the time.  Itôs time to think about what we 
can be.  Imagine instead of school classrooms we rent 
out and canôt use all week, that we had rooms that our 
organizations could call their own.  Imagine Sunday 
school classrooms that didnôt have to be taken out of 
a drawer on Sundays.  Imagine rooms where minis-
tries like GriefShare, AA meetings, parenting classes, 
tutoring help, etc. could be offered to the local com-
munity on a daily basis.  Imagine a library filled with 
Orthodox books, where we could come to read and 
relax.  Imagine what we could be if we had use of our 
entire property all of the time.  Imagine what we 
could offer to our local community as stewards rather 
than as landlords. 

In Proverbs 29:18, we read ñwhere there is no vision, 
the people perish.ò  Churches are not immune to 
this.  More churches than ever, including Orthodox 
churches, are perishing from a lack of vision, because 
they are focused too much on belongingðgetting 
money, having fundraisers, etc., just to keep the doors 
openðrather than focusing on be-ing the 
church.  For three years, weôve made it without a 
Greek Festival.  For 18 years weôve whittled down 
our mortgage.  Itôs time to cast forth a vision of what 
this church can be, and this begins when we put our 
trust in the Lord and do not lean on our own under-
standing.  This does not happen in one sermon, or on 
one day, or by one person. Itôs going to take time and 
effort from all of us. 
 
We are at a crossroads as a church, with the potential 
for some pretty big things on the horizon.  Iôd be ly-
ing if I didnôt say I was a little nervous.  Change is 
exciting but also scary.  Different is scary.  Change is 
scary.  Think about how many changes youôve made 
in your own lifeðgoing to college, getting married, 
having children, buying a home, getting a job, mov-
ingðall of these were exciting, scary, and have 
shaped you into who you are.  The potential to 
change some things and more clearly focus on how 
we as a Church are going to further the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ, both in growing our parish and serving the 
community of Tampa, these things are going to shape 
our church for the future, and in all seriousness, will 
determine whether or not we even have a church 
years from now.  Not because we are making some 
serious financial decisions, but because the churches 
are being swallowed up by the secular world, God is 
getting lost in the craziness of our world, not because 
He is lost but because we are lost.  The church is not 
an organization to which we belong.  We all have 
plenty of things we belong to, we donôt need one 
more.  The church is a place to beða place where we 
can be intimate with the Lord through the Eucharist, a 
place where we can be supported and encouraged by 
people who are struggling just like us, a place where 
we can love, worship, learn and serve in the context 
of community, a place where we can be the stewards 
that God has called each of us to be, and a place 
where we can be of service to our greater communi-
ty.   
 
Our core values are love, worship, community, learn-
ing, service.  Our word for this year is Stewards.  The 
Greek Festival, with its goal of radical generosity, as 
well as the possibility of expanding our church sanc-
tuary, and reclaiming the use of our property on a full
-time basis, these are things that 
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will embody our core values, and inspire us to be bet-
ter stewards.   
 
I want to invite you next door to a meeting where 
these things will be discussed further, and before the 
meeting begins, I invite you to come and celebrate a 
milestone that has been 18 years in the making for 
our community.   
 
If I leaned solely on my own understanding of things, 
not only would my life be a catastrophic failure, I 
would be sitting in my childhood room, afraid to have 
taken any chances in life.  Of course, we lean on all 

kinds of people and things that shape our understand-
ing of life.  And at the end of the day, all of that will 
land on empty, if we havenôt placed our trust in the 
Lord, and let Him shape our understanding.  So, letôs 
work to come to a place as a community where we 
trust in the Lord, and not lean only on our own under-
standing, and letôs continue to work to be the church 
that Christ has called us to be, one that places Him at 
the center, makes spreading His word the priority, 
and manifests His word in service and in generosity 
towards others.  Amen. 
 
+Fr. Stavros 

Sermon for September 11th 

By: Fr. John Stefero 

Editorôs Note: On Sunday, September 11, we commemorated the 21st anniversary of the terrorist attack on 
America of 9/11.  Fr. John offered the homily, reprinted here, as he was in the Pentagon on that fateful 
day.  First responders stood vigil at the memorial table as we offered a service of remembrance.  A bell 
tolled for each of the Orthodox victims and we all sang God Bless America to conclude.  A solemn day of re-
membrance at St. John. 

1.) At every Divine Liturgy, we commemorate two 
very important aspects of our Orthodox Christian 
Faith ï these two things are inextricably linked and 
very pertinent to us today as we commemorate the 
September 11th terrorist attack on our country, 21 
years ago. The first word is Sacrifice and the second 
is Remembrance. 
 
A.) The Orthodox Study Bible defines the word 
óSacrificeô as the offering of something up to 
God. In the Old Covenant, God commanded His 
people to sacrifice animals, grain, or oil as an act 
of thanksgiving, praise, forgiveness, and cleans-
ing. However, these sacrifices were only a fore-
shadowing of THE ONE PERFECT SACRIFICE 
ï that of Jesus Christ. He, the eternal Son and 
Word of God Who gave His life as THE sacrifice 
on the Cross to free humanity from the curse of 
sin and death. In John 1:29 we hear John the Bap-
tist declare: ñBehold! The Lamb of God Who 
takes away the sin of the world!ò 
 
B.) Why did Jesus die on the Cross for us sinners? 
There is only one answer and that is ñbecause of 
His LOVE for us.ò John 3:16: ñFor God so 
LOVED the world, that He gave His Only-
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life!ò 
 
C.) At every Divine Liturgy we participate in 
Christôs death and resurrection by receiving His 
precious Body and Blood in Holy Communion. 

2.) The second word or aspect is that 
of  óRemembrance.ô  
 
A.) The Greek word here is anamnesis which 
means making present by means of recollection. 
The Eucharist is not merely a calling to mind but a 
remembrance of and mystical participation in the 
very Sacrifice of Christ, His Resurrection, His As-
cension, and soon His Second Coming. From I 
Corinthians 11: (23-26) we hear: ñTake eat; drink 
of It all of you; This do, in remembrance    of Me. 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lordôs death till He 
comes.ò 
 
B.) It is very interesting that immediately after the 
priest invokes the Holy Spirit to change the bread 
and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ, he 
reads the Prayer of Remembrance. We remember 
the ancestors, fathers, patriarchs, prophets, apos-
tles, preachers, evangelists, martyrs, confessors, 
ascetics, every righteous spirit made perfect in 
faith; as well as our most blessed Lady the The-
otokos and ever-virgin Mary, St. John the Baptist, 
the whole Church and the entire world. Itôs im-
portant for us to remember and honor those who 
have dedicated their lives and even made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for the sake of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ! 
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3.) So how do these 2 aspects of Sacrifice and Re-
membrance pertain to the events of September 
11th. 

 
A.) First, people sacrificed that day out of 
their love for their fellow human beings. They 
truly put into practice the words of Jesus as 
found in John 15:12-13: ñThis is My command-
ment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay 
down oneôs life for his friends.ò 
 
1.) 2,753 people lost their lives at the World 
Trade Center Towers in New York on 
9/11.While people were running away from 
Ground Zero, others like Stephen Siller, a fire-
fighter who had just completed his work shift, 
drove his truck to the entrance of the Brooklyn 
Battery Tunnel. Since it had already been 
closed for security purposes, Stephen strapped 
60 lbs. of gear to his back, and raced on foot 
through the tunnel to the Twin Towers, where 
he gave up his life while saving others. 
 
2.) Stephen had everything to live for ï a great 
wife, five wonderful children, and a devoted 
extended family. His parents were lay Francis-
cans and he grew up under the guiding princi-
ple of St. Francis of Assisi, who said: ñwhile 
we have time, let us do good!ò Stephen DID 
GOOD! 
 

B.) In Shanksville, PA, there is now a Memorial 
for the 40 individuals who lost their lives on 
Flight 93. Todd Beamer became one of the most 
famous national heroes of that flight when he and 
others decided to rush the cockpit and take down 
the plane before it was headed to either the Capi-
tol or the White House in Washington, D.C. It was 
only 20 minutes of flying time away from our 
capital. Heôll forever be remembered for the 
words: ñLETôS ROLL!ò Beamer left a lovely 
wife, 2 sons, and a daughter who was born four 
months after his death. 
 
C.) At the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., 184 
people lost their lives that day (125 military per-
sonnel and civilians in the Pentagon along with all 
64 people aboard the plane). 
 
1.) Along with other 20 other chaplains and 
chaplain assistants from Joint Commands, I 
was in the Pentagon when the plane hit. We 
were in the opposite side of the building where 

the plane hit, in a room below the Secretary of 
Defense Conference Room. 
 
2.) We had just returned from a break where 
we watched on TV the Twin Towers being 
struck. A few minutes after returning to our 
room, we were all evacuated. People saw the 
crosses on our uniforms and we were told ñwe 
will need your help when you get outside.ò 
Since the Pentagon is so big, we did not even 
know that the terrorists had already crashed 
into the building on the opposite side. 

 
 
3.) After exiting the building, we saw people 
running in all directions. Most were in a state 
of shock and disbelief! In times like this, the 
adrenalin starts to flow. We started to minister 
to those who made it out of the building. Most 
of these were either burn victims or were chok-
ing from smoke inhalation. One Army soldier 
in particular wanted me to pray for her and I 
did so while holding her hand, reassuring her 
until the medical personnel could attend to her. 
Last year on the 20th anniversary of 9/11 I saw 
her on a TV interview where she shared her 
experience on that day. It showed a picture of 
my holding her hand and the medic who at-
tended to her. It was good to learn that she is 
doing well today and was one of individuals 
who fortunately made it safely out of the Pen-
tagon. 
 
4.) Then we had a scare. We were told another 
plane was heading to Washington, D.C. We 
heard airplane engines and were afraid this was 
the 2nd plane coming. Fortunately, the plane we 
heard was an Air Force F-16 that had been 
scrambled to safeguard the airspace.  
 
5.) Then we were asked to don masks and 
gloves to go into the area that had been hit. Un-
fortunately, due to the intense heat and the 
dense smoke we could not go beyond a certain 
point. Even the first responders with full gear 
were prevented from entering. 
 
6.) One of the eeriest things Iôve experienced 
was the complete silence on the streets of 
Washington, D.C. that evening. It wasnôt until 
later in the afternoon that we had cell phone 
service and I was able to call Presvytera Den-
ise informing her that we were alright. I think 
it was worse for the families 
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of us who were there not knowing the outcome 
of their loved ones, than it was for we our-
selves. 
 
7.) Where was God in all this one may ask? (a) 
many people were not in that wing where the 
plane hit due to renovation; (b) it was upgraded 
recently with reinforced steel rods ï plane got 
to C Ring but not the D and E rings. There 
could have been many, many more casualties 
in the Pentagon that day, but Iôm convinced 
that God was looking down with mercy on us 
that day. 
 
8.) Since 9/11, many heroes have served in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and other countries to pre-
vent subsequent terrorist attacks.  I keep one 
picture of a family in my notebook to remind 
me that veterans and first responders continue 
to serve our nation and are willing to defend 
the freedoms we enjoy. This picture is of a sol-
dier, Anthony Villarreal, who received devas-
tating injuries to include burns over most of his 
body and the loss of limbs that he incurred in 
Afghanistan. Yet he is thankful to be alive and 
his wife and child are there to support him. Iôll 
place this picture on the table for the luncheon 
so you can see it more clearly. One of the 
many service organizations have helped him 
with making his home handicap accessible. 
 

 4.) Edmund Burke, the Irish-born British statesman 
and economist in the late 1700ôs made 2 famous 

statements. The first was ñThe only thing necessary 
for the triumph of evil is for good men to do noth-
ing.ò The second was ñThose who donôt know his-
tory are doomed to repeat it.ò Good men and wom-
en DID act on 9/11 so that evil would not prevail. 
However, it is now up to us to remember 9/11 every 
year so it is NEVER repeated. 

 
A.) The Memorial outside the Nazi Concen-
tration Camp in Dachau, Germany has 2 sim-
ple words: ñNEVER AGAIN!ò May an attack 
such as on 9/11 NEVER AGAIN occur on our 
soil. 
 

At this time Father Stavros will lead us in a service of 
remembrance of the victims of 9/11.You can find a 
copy in the bulletin so that you can participate and 
sing with the choir.  We will remember the souls of 
those who passed away, tolling a bell for each of the 
Orthodox Christians who perished, as well as a gen-
eral memorial for first responders and all other vic-
tims.  We will pray for continued healing for those 
who were left behind.  And we will pray for peace in 
our country and in our world.  It is necessary for us to 
pause each year to remember what happened 21 years 
ago.  As we toll the bell and stand in silence, it is a 
time to remember, reflect, respect and to pray.  A flag 
displays the names of all who died.  The picture on 
the solea is of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, 
in the shadow of the twin towers after they were 
hit.  The icon today is of the Resurrection, praying 
that God will resurrect the souls of all those who fell 
asleep in the Lord on that terrible day, 9/11/2001.  


